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On June 28, 1914 an Austrian Archduke 
191 and his wife were assassinated in the 
streets of an obscure Servian town. Following a month 
of excitement and abortive attempts by European rulers 
to avoid a general conflict, Austria declared war against 
Servia on July 28 and all of Europe rushed to arms. 
Eventually there were twenty-three nations arrayed 
against Germany, Austria, Bulgaria and Turkey. 


When the United States entered the war in 
April, 1917, the Fireman’s Fund organization 
gave its best efforts to its country—as did all 
good citizens. Liberty loan drives and other 
patriotic endeavors were loyally supported 
and a large number of its employees and agents 
served over seas—and some did not return. 


Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company 
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AND MARINE 
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The Fireman's Fund, Home Fire and Marine and Occidental Insurance Company are good companies to represent. 
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“oo 
JANUARY Ist, 1928 
ASSETS LIABILITIES 

Bonds and Mortgages... OS (149,834.90 BIND: sciscviisspissnnitsniunbiecilaies . $ 3,500,000.00 
U. S. Liberty Bonds.._____ 519,200.00 Surplus 29,514,599.03 
Government, City, Railroad and ‘ ieee 

other Bonds and Stocks... _  67,965,477.50 Reinsurance Reserve ... 21,794,727.64 
Cash in Banks and Office. 3,052,132.11 Losses in Course of Adjustment... 9,905,412.00 
Premiums in Course of Collection 8,309,190.10 Céemestedins wad oiiens tienes 6.974.000.00 
Interest Accrued 143,939.12 c— 
Reinsurance Recoverable on Paid Reserve for Taxes and Deprecia- 

Losses a Se 53,964.94 tion ...... 8,505,000.00 

$80,193,738.67 $80,193,738.67 


Surplus to Policy Holders . . . $33,014,599.03 


Losses settled and paid since organization over $225,000,000 _Losses settled and paid 1927 . . $21,409,822.82 


ISSUES POLICIES AGAINST 


Fire, Marine, Tornado, Earthquake, Flood, Hail, Explosion, Riot and Civil Commotion, 
Sprinkler Leakage, Inland Marine Transportation, Parcel Post, Automobile 


Agents in Canada, Manila, Shanghai, London and Principal European Cities 








E. C. Jameson, President 
A. H. Witthohn, Secretary 


A. G. Cassin, Assistant Secretary 
J. L. Hahn, Assistant Secretary 
M. J. Volkmann, Local Secretary 


Lyman Candee, Vice-President 

W. H. Paulison, Vice-President 

J. H. Mulvehill, Vice-Pres. and Secy. 
J. D. Lester, Vice-President 








‘Progress since Consolidation in 1899 


Assets Reserves Surplus 
Dec. 31, 1899 $529,282.59 $28,832.54 $2,028.94 
Dec. 31, 1910 5,255,362.12 1,936,224.86 2,365,363.37 
Dec. 31, 1920 42,765,374.55 16,593,764.16 11,361,311.89 
Dec. 31, 1925 67,922,096.58 20,265,572.73 24,161,943.85 
Dec. 31, 1927 80,193,738.67 21,794.727.64 29,514,599.03 


AUTOMOBILE DEPARTMENT 


L. R. BOWDEN, 
95 Maiden Lane, New York City 


INLAND MARINE DEPT. 
JONES & WHITLOCK, Agts. 
90 Maiden Lane, New York City 
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‘““Now seriously, Dad, do you think we could hold that business if 


Roger Babson’s Open Letter 
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Please send, free, a copy of Roger W. : 
Babson’s letter and ‘“‘The Local Agent 
and Automatic Sprinklers.” ' 
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Opened Trowbridge Sr.’s Eyes 


Trowbridge, Senior: (breaking in on his son’s conversation 
with the ~aecenidl ‘So this is the way you run the office 
when I take a month's vacation? Sell our biggest fire-risk a 


proposition that cuts 75% off the premiums.”’ 


Trou tfF 3 re, Tunis ft 


And | had good 


You told me to use my judgment, father. 
reasons—"" 
Senior: ‘“‘Reasons! Reasons! REASONS? You've just gota 
lot of fancy ideas about service. Why should we show the 
Harrington Mills how to get a sprinkler system out of their 
insurance premiums and reduce our own commissions?”’ 

Junior: ‘Because if we didn’t, somebody else would.”’ 

Senior: ‘‘Not on your life. We're as solid as Gibraltar there. 
Hardly a week gocs by that I don’t play golf with George 
Harrington himself.’ 

Junior: (Aaryly) “‘T rigs er that’s service.’’ (His tone changes) 
‘‘Now seriously, dad, do you think we could hold that busi- 
aess if the Abernathy Agency came along and showed the 
Harringtons that the plan was advocated in this open letter 
from Roger Babson? Wouldn't they jump at the chance to put 
in a sprinkler system and pay for it in five or six years without 
spending ; a cent more than they are paying in insurance pre- 

iums? They simply turn over the difference between their 
present premiums and the lower, sprinklered rate to Grinnell 
Company, which finances the w hole proposition.” 

Senior: (glancing over the Babson letter) ‘“Yes, it is a sound 
enough proposition—from the policy-holder’s standpoint. But 
how about us?” 


Junior: ““Us? How about half a dozen other agencies or 


brokers who would be glad to write the Harrington policy at 
any price? It was important that we got there first with this 
plan. And I tell you it’s going to pay us in the long run.” 

Senior: (sarcastically) “‘I don’t suppose you think we’re out 
anything on commissions?” 

Junior: ‘“‘Not if we can make it up in other ways. I've al- 
ready got Harry Ingles, the Treasurer, all steamed up about 
using the savings toward buying that Liability Insurance you 
were trying to sell them before you went away.”’ (Smiling) 
‘And I'm sure, Dad, if you use your golf connections to sell the 
big boss on the proposition, you can get them to sign up long 
before the sprinkler system is paid for.”’ 

Senior: ‘‘H-m-m. That does sound fairly reasonable. And by 
George, if I'm as good a salesman as I think I am, I'll have the 
Harringtons spending more on insurance than they ever did.”’ 
(Rising) ‘“Well, son, you've called my call-down. 
can't go wrong when we work with Roger Babson.”’ 


Why not ride with progress instead of bucking it? 


Sooner or later every owner of unsprinklered property will 
progress to the point where he will buy sprinklers out of sav- 
ings in insurance premiums. Live 
competition—by being the first to offer this proposition—and 
then used the good w ill they earned to sell increased protection 
in other lines. And, of course, when they thought of sprinklers 
they thought of Grinnell. ‘Send the coupon for Roger W. 
Babson’s letter and the free booklet, ‘‘The Local Agent and 
Automatic Sprinklers.”’ 


GRINNELL 


AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEM 
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WESTERN BUREAU 
CAUSES A FIGHT 


Action on National Liberty Pre- 
cipitates a Clash Over Its 
Agencies 


BATTLE ROYAL NOW ON 


Home of New York Undoubtedly Will 
Protect Its Interests in the 
Territory 





The following statement was issued 
this week from the Western Insurance 
Bureau office: 

“Referring to the fact of the National 
Liberty’s (a former Bureau company) 
affiliation with the Home Insurance Com- 
pany group (a Union organization), it 
has been authoritatively learned through 
the highest sources in the Bureau that 
the Bureau as an erganization and its 
members generally do not regard what 
might be called the separation action 
ef the Bureau with reference to the Na- 
tional Liberty as an endorsement of the 
principle of separation, but they do con- 
sider it a proper and necessary ‘house- 
cleaning.’ 

“There can be no question but that a 
determined, continued and never-ending 
effort will be made to remove the Na- 
tional Liberty, Peoples National and 
Baltimore American from Bureau 
agencies. In this connection it was also 
stated that while it did not seem pos- 
sible there would be any other defec- 
tions from the Bureau organization, 
nonetheless if any should take place in 
the future the same determined and un- 
ending fight will be waged to remove 
such companies from Bureau agencies. 

“The statement was also made that 
the success so far attending the efforts 
te clean Bureau agencies of the Na- 
tional Liberty, Peoples National and 
Baltimore American had been so great 


certain.” 


The Western Insurance Bureau in its 
action in accepting the resignation of 


it was purchased by the Home of New 
York put the purchasing company on 
the defensive. The National Liberty did 
not formally resign from the Western 
Insurance Bureau. The Western Insur- 
ance Bureau executive committee and 
some officers of other Bureau companies 
met in Chicago and decided on a very 
vigorous and militant program, taking it 
lor granted that the National Liberty 
group would have to follow the Home 
of New York into the Western Union 
eventually. Therefore, the executive 
committee “accepted the resignation of 
the National Liberty Fire” automatically 
without delay or hindrance. The action 
taken was somewhat unusual without 
the formality of a resignation being 
tendered but the executive committee 
considered itself justified. 


Has a Splendid Business 


The National Liberty has about 40 
Percent of its total business in Western 
Insurance Bureau territory. Its agency 
connections in all the states in that sec- 
tion are very desirable. Its business is 
most excellently classified, much of it 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 46) 








CHOOSES SECRETARY 
CHARLES THOMAS GETS POST 


H. W. Chesley Was Elected Assistant 
Secretary—Both Men Highly Re- 
garded by the Union 


At the meeting of the governing com- 
mittee of the Western Union Tuesday 
by unanimous vote Charles F. Thomas 
of Chicago, assistant western manager 
of the Aetna, was chosen as secretary 
to that committee, taking his office Jan. 
1. H.W. Chesley was chosen assistant 





CHARLES F. THOMAS 





as to make the success of the movement | 


the National Liberty group at once after | 





secretary 
This 


to the governing committee. 
action was taken following the 
death of Edward B. Hatch some months 
ago. The choice of Mr. Thomas will 
| be well received by all Union members. 
He is a popular man, diplomatic and 
lhas a fine background of insurance 
| knowledge. He became assistant west- 
ern manager of the Queen at Chicago 
in 1922, and took his present position 
with the Aetna in 1926. Prior to that 
he was Texas state agent for the Royal, 
serving in that capacity for 11 or 12 
years. He was known far and wide 
over Texas and has a big following in 
that state. Before he went with the 
| Royal he was traveling for the old 
| Phenix of Brooklyn in Kansas and Ok- 
lahoma. His brother, John M. Thomas, 
is vice-president of the Fire Association 
and another brother, Earl W. Thomas 
| of St. Louis is Missouri state agent 
| of the Queen. 








Mr. Chesley’s Career 


Mr. Chesley is held in high regard 
by Union companies and all who visit 
his office or come in contact with him. 
He went with the Union in 1920 and 
has a splendid working knowledge of 
| the organization. He has been a gen- 
| eral utility man engaged in various tasks 
| connected with the association. Since Mr. 
Hatch’s death he has been acting sec- 
retary to the governing committee. 
Mr. Chesley was formerly engaged ir 
the insurance business at Washington, 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 46) 








GOVERNING COMMITTEE ! 


NATIONAL LIBERTY 
RUSHES TO COLORS 


ACCEPTS GAGE OF BATTLE 


Is Aroused Over the Summary Way It 
Was Handled by Western Insur- 
ance Bureau 


NEW YORK, Nov. 21.—While in- 
censed at the summary manner in which 
the Western Insurance Bureau accepted 
the “resignation” of the National Liberty 
and its associated enterprises from 
membership in the organization a short 
time ago and the lack of courtesy shown 
Charles H. Coates, vice-president of the 
companies and long a stalwart member, 
and for two years president of the 
Bureau, the management of the Na- 
tional Liberty group has taken up the 
gage of battle thus thrown down and 





expresses entire confidence in its ability 
to meet the situation. The National 
Liberty companies are now perforce 
non-affiliated and are free to protect 
their interests; and this they propose 
doing. 

Met the Field Men 


George U. Tompers, president of the 
National Liberty group,and Vice-presi- 
dent Coates were in Chicago some 
days ago conferring with field men, 
Vice-president C. A. Ludlum and J. 
|} Campbell, vice-president and secretary 
of the Home, also being present as in- 
terested observers. Following the ses- 
sions the special agents left for their 
respective territories, surcharged with 
enthusiasm and confident of their abil- 








ity to hold local representatives of the 


fleet offices in line. The fight waged 
against the National Liberty in the 
| central west is being met by the man- 


that alone. Both 


and 


agement of company 
the Home Western Union are 
keeping hands off. Throughout the 
| eastern and southern jurisdictions there 
lis no difficulty, the National Liberty 
| companies being members of the East- 
| 

| 


ern Underwriters Association and the 
Southeastern Underwriters’ Association 
and working in complete harmony with 
their associates. 
Coates Not Notified 
One special grievance that the Na- 


tional Liberty has is the fact that Mr. 
Coates was a member of the executive 
committee of the Western Insurance 
Bureau. He was not notified of the 
meeting in Chicago when action was 
taken on his company. He had no op- 
portunity to explain what the deal meant 
and present the plan of the National 
Liberty for the future so far as its 
affiliation was concerned. The agents 
were told in the circular that the com- 
pany would remain in the Western In- 
surance Bureau. The National Liberty 
does not propose to have its business 
raided and its agencies disrupted. It 
feels that the Western Insurance Bu- 
reau desired to stampede National Lib- 
erty agents by a massed onslaught of 
field men in the effort to get them to 
make immediate decision and drop the 
company from their list. The home 
office finds that its agents are not being 
swept off their moorings and desire to 
hear both sides. 
Vice-president Charles 
leave this city 





H. Coates will 
for Chicago tomorrow, 








SEPARATION IS HELD 
LEGAL IN OKLAHOMA 





Federal Court Holds That Pro- 
vision Attempting to Regulate 
Agents Is Unconstitutional 


HARMONIA CASE IS TEST 


Insurance Commissioner Is Permanently 
Enjoined from Revoking the 
License of the Company 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Nov. 21.— 
What is known as Paragraph “C” of 
Section 6749, compiled Oklahoma sta- 
tutes 1921, which attempts to regulate 
insurance agents, was declared uncon- 
stitutional and void by three federal 
sitting here. Insurance Com- 
misisoner Jesse G. Read is permanently 
enjoined from enforcing the statute as to 
such portion involved. The action had 
to do with the Harmonia Fire, which 
sought a restraining order to prevent 
the insurance commissioner taking ac- 
tion to cancel the company’s or the 
agent’s license, under provisions of the 
section of the state. The Harmonia 
maintained an office in Oklahoma City. 

Tulsa Agency Affected 


judges 


The action involved the question of 
separation. There was an agreed state- 
ment of fact. The agent for the Har- 
monia in Tulsa also was to become 
agent for the Prudential Fire of Okla- 
homa City, but in order to continue as 
agent tor the Harmonia he must drop 
his agency with the Prudential. The 
Statute in question gives the insurance 
commissioner authority to cancel the 
license of a company or agent making 
such requirement. 

Federal Court’s Ruling 


The federal court in passing on the 
case said that if the statute was enforced 
against the plaintiff (the Harmonia), it 
would deprive plaintiff of the liberty of 
contract and take its property without 
due process of law, and in violation of 
the 14th amendment, The court directs 
that the insurance commissioner not in- 
teriere in any way with the right of the 
plaintiff to terminate its agency con- 
tracts at will, and from publishing that 
plaintiff has no right to transact busi- 
ness in Oklahoma. Those sitting in 
the case were Circuit Judge John H. 
Cotteral, District Judges F. E. Ken- 
namer and Edgar S. Vaught. 











establishing headquarters for a time at 
the Chicago and Cook county office of 
the National Liberty companies. He 
will thus be in immediate touch with 
conditions throughout the central west. 
As a former western field man and 
again as manager of the western de- 
portment of the National Liberty, Mr. 
Coates is intimately informed as to 
operations in the territory and will be 
able to safeguard the interests of his 
companies. 
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CONNECTICUT FALLS IN 
LINE ON DECLARATION 


AGENTS MEET AT NEW HAVEN 


Bennett Stresses Importance of Insur- 
ance in Support and Promotion 
of Business Mergers 


OFFICERS ELECTED 


President—Ennis B. Mallette, Torring- 


ton. 

Vice-President—Frank Brodie, Water- 
bury. 

Secretary-Treasurer — Mrs. Charlotte 


New Haven. 

Honorary Vice-Presidents—Louis 
nold and Herbert H. Loewith. 

County Vice-Presidents—F airfield, 
Walter North; Hartford, Walter Allen; 
Middlesex, A. L. Broughton; New Haven, 
David A. North; New London, William C. 
Fox; Windham, Stanley Summer; Litch- 
field, John Wadhams, 


Rice, 
Ar- 


NEW HAVEN, CONN., Nov. 21.— 
The Connecticut Association of Insur- 


ance Agents fell in line behind the other 
New England states at its annual meet- 
ing held in this city and voted to en- 


dorse the Milwaukee declaration and 
declared the Firemen’s, Northwestern 
National, Girard and National Union 


“willfully and continuously in violation 
of association principles” and therefore 
not entitled to be represented by asso- 
ciation members. 

The association also went on record 
as in favor of a reorganization of the 
entire membership of national and state 
associations having the local board as 
the unit of representation, through 
which action should be carried through 
state and national associations. 

Calls Session to Order 


Herbert H. Loewith, president, called 
the first business session to order early 
in the morning and a greeting was offered 
President Jacob Podoloff of the 
New Haven Board of Fire Under- 
writers. Annual reports were then read 
and the nominating committee reported. 
Luncheon was served through courtesy 
of the Security of New Haven. | ; 

During the luncheon hour Fredrick V. 
Bruns, president of the Excelsior Fire 
of Syracuse, N. Y., gave a talk on 
“Foolish Things We Do,” in which the 
speaker took the agents to task for some 
of their practices. Charles H. Watkins, 
of Watkins & Moffatt, Boston, gave a 
very practical talk on what constituted 


“ 


by 


service.” 
Discuss Worcester Situation 


Edwin J. Cole of Fall River, Mass 
opened the afternoon session with a dis- 
cussion of the Eastern Underwriters 
Association and the situation in Wor- 
cester, Mass. 3 

Regional Vice-President James W. 
Cook of Providence, R. I. took up sev- 
eral of the current New England prob- 
lems now before the New England 
Advisory Board. 

Walter H. Bennett, secretary-counsel 
of the National association, stressed the 
importance of the insurance industry in 
support and promotion Of big business 
mergers which are becoming more andr 
more common and which call for 
greater cooperation among the agents 
associations than ever before. 

Commissioner Howard P. Dunham 
delivered an address following the dinner 
at which Donald G. North acted as 
toastmaster. Ernest Wardle furnished 
musical numbers after which T. Alfred 
Fleming of the fire prevention com- 
mittee of the National Fire Protection 
Association, gave a spirited talk on pub- 





lic relations and the need for fire pre- 
vention committees in local chambers 
of commerce. 


American Automobile Fire’s Increase 


The American Automobile Fire of St. 
Louis has been authorized to increase its 
capital stock from $200,000 to $500,000. 





PHILADELPHIA PROBLEM 
IS NOT YET SOLVED 


MORE MEETINGS NECESSARY 


Secrecy Surrounds Proceedings of Last 
Conference—Agents Are Firm in 
Their Demands 
PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 21. 
though the utmost secrecy prevails re- 
i the meeting of Fhiladelphia 
agents called to act on the report of the 


— 


committee of seven appointed for the 
purpose of conferring with the com- 
panies’ committee to attempt to solve 


the problems confronting the business 
in Philadelphia, enough of the outcome 
is known to dash all hopes for an earsy 
settlement of differences and the signing 
of a new agency agreement. 

As near as can be learned the agents 
accepted the committees’ report as one 
of progress only and instructed the com- 
mittee to hold additional conferences 
with the companies’ committee with the 
object of obtaining further concessions. 
The agents did not agree to accept as 
of any fixed date a revised scale of 
commissions, 

Agents Stand Firm 

It is said that the commission scale 
offered by the companies and which the 
committee of seven is said to have ac- 


cepted called for the reestablishment of 
the old commission scale of 35 percent. 
{t is understood that the agents will 


refuse to make any change in the com- 
mission scale before Jan. 1. 

In view of the concessions already 
made by the E. U. A. committee, the 
inability to reach an agreement will un- 


doubtedly prove discouraging to the 
companies, which feel that they had 
made all the concessions that can be 


reasonably asked of them in the inter- 
ests of harmony. 

Reports published in Philadelphia de- 
claring that the only controversy still 
existing between the agents and the 
companies is that over the existence of 
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NORTH AMERICA-HARTFORD 
MERGER REPORT DENIED 


BENJAMIN RUSH COMMENTS 


Says That Any Announcements That 


Deal Is Pending Are News 
to Him 


PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 21.—Ben- 
jamin Rush, president of the North 
America, has denied reports emanating 
from Hartford that the Hartford Fire 
and the North America are planning a 
merger of interests and that preliminary 
conferences tending toward such an end 
Mr. Rush said 
news to him and 
report came from 
shall have to refer vou to 
I know nothing about it.” 


: : 1 
believed to be 


have already 
the report 
added _ that 
Hartford “I 
Hartford. 
The merger report is 
responsible for the unusually heavy ac- 
tivity in North America stock this week. 
Earlier in the week officials of the com- 
pany had attributed it to the general 
speculative condition of the market. In 
two days this week the stock jumped 


nine points. On Tuesday 2,500 shares 
changed hands. 
Another report connects the North 


America with the purchase of a western 
company of considerable magnitude. 


by both company men and agents. This 
service office question was one of the 
first concessions made by the companies 


| and in reality it refers to the request of 


the agents that branch offices discontinue 
policy-writing. 


Home’s Aircraft Policy 


The Home of New York, through its 
improved risk department, has gotten 
out an aircraft property damage insur- 
ance policy. There is a growing de- 
mand for this form of indemnity, insur- 
ing owners of property against loss by 


the so-called service offices are denied } aircraft or aircraft equipment. 








| CONDENSED NEWS OF THE WEEK 








Executive 
Insurance 
National 


committee of the Western 
Bureau precipitates clash in 
Liberty agencies. Page 3 


OK OK ok 
John F. Stafford, western manager of 
the Sun, addresses Chicago Examiners 


Association. Page 5 


Connecticut Association of Insurance 


Agents holds annual meeting. Page 4 
American Appraisal Company sales 
manager speaks at Milwaukee board 
meeting. Page 16 
* * * 

National Security Fire of Omaha in- 
creases its capital. Page 17 
* ok * 

Charles F. Thomas, assistant western 


Aetna, has been elected 
governing committee of 
and H. W. Chesley, 

Page 3 


manager of the 
secretary to the 
the Western Union 
assistant secretary. 

* * * 


General Re-Alliance Corporation is be- 


ing Organized by the General Reinsur- 

ance in order to purchase a half inter- 
est in the United British of London. 

Page 10 

Harry A. Grant, assistant secretary of 

the National Liberty, has become vice- 

president of the New Germanic Fire in 


charge of its automobile and inland ma- 

rine departments. Page 10 
*x* * x 

_ Pacific Board takes up general agency 

situation on coast. Page 32 
* * * 

automobile 

by Acting 


rates for 
Commis- 
Page 37 


Massachusetts 
1929 promulgated 
sioner Linnell. 

*x* * * 

Col. Francis R. Stoddard is appointed 
fidelity and surety acquisition cost arbi- 
trator for Chicago. Page 39 

*x* * x 

W. C. Safford, insurance superintend- 
ent of Ohio, to become vice-president of 
American Liability & Surety. Page 37 
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Solution of the Philadelphia commis- 
sion problem still bothers agents and 
companies. Page 4 

President Benjamin Rush of the North 


America denies report of planned merger 
f his company and the Hartford 
Page 4 
* * * 
Company officials recognize the Florida 
windstorm problem as one of the largest 


they have to solve. Page 4 
Oklahoma statute attempting to give 


insurance commissioner 
cancel company’s license 


authority to 
that enforces 


separation is held unconstitutional. 
Page 3 
* * * 
teturns being compiled as to agency 
classification in the east. Page 16 


Present methods of distilling alcohol 
result in increased explosion and fire 
hazards. Page 17 

*x * * 

J. Horace Shale has 
president and general 
Commercial Casualty. W. Van 
vice-president and secretary, is 
in his stead until the annual 
January next. 


as vice- 
of the 
Winkle, 
acting 
meeting in 
Page 39 


retired 
manager 


* * x 
Illinois department local agents of Em- 
ployers group meet for two days in Chi- 


cago. Page 40 
American Automobile Association, in 
conjunction with casualty committee, 


will draft a bill to be substituted for 
compulsory automobile insurance meas- 
ure. Page 37 


eik 
Overtures looking to the return of the 


Travelers to the National Bureau of 
Casualty & Surety Underwriters are in 
progress. Page 37 


*x * * 

Automobile department of the National 
Bureau of Casualty & Surety Under- 
writers will meet next week to decide on 
what attitude the companies shall as- 
sume in New Hampshire. Page 42 
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FLORIDA’S HURRICANES 
MAKE OFFICIALS THINK 


= —== 


STATE PRESENTS PROBLEy 


Present Question Is Whether to Stay 
in at Increased Rates or Whether 
to Stop Writing 


NEW YORK, Nov. 21.—Interest jn 
the future of Florida tornado insurance 
was responsible for the unusually large 

of fire company executives 
from this and other headquarters cen. 
ters at the semiannual meeting of 
Southeastern Underwriters’ Association 
at Pinehurst, N. C., last Thursday, and 
at the gathering of the Southern Tor. 


attendance 


the 


I 
Rapid progress has been made in the 
adjustment of losses resulting from the 


hurricane of last September, which js 
likely to cost the companies $10,000,000, 
This, in addition to the $15,000,000 paid 
because of the more severe windstorm 
f 1926. makes the total contribution 
of companies to their tornado policy- 
holders in Florida within 24 months 
$25,000,000, or more than they can hope 
to recover in premiums on the line for 
many years, if at all. 


of 


Second Storm Is Shock 


to company officials, who seriously 
bated the wisdom of continuing to 
operate in a state liable to furnish such 
heavy losses. While one or two com- 
panics cut out the tornado line on the 
east coast altogether, others pursued a 
more moderate course. The great 
majority refrained from taking action 
pending the meeting of the Southern 
Tornado Association, which has juris- 
diction over tornado business in the 
southern field. Agents and assureds 
fully appreciated that a rate advance 
would be in order, many local men 
urging their companies to make an ad- 
vance because they feared that if it 
were not done the offices would refuse 
longer to write the class, and thus make 
more difficult the securing of straigh; 
fire lines. 

Profiting by the experience of 1926 
the new building construction at Miami 
as well as the remodeling of properties 
partly destroyed in the severe hurricane 


of that time, has been of far more 
substantial character, and the same 
policy will no doubt be followed at 


other centers in Flofida in the pathway 
of possible future windstorms. In prac: 
tically every case the most severe dam- 
age suffered was. to buildings of light 
construction, those having the prevail- 
ing forms of tarred sheeting roofs offer- 
ing little resistance to a strong wind. 

Not a few of the storm-swept com- 
munities would be glad to adopt greater 
safety measures against the elements 
were they in a position to do so,but 
unfortunately their treasuries are de- 
pleted and with the great reduction in 
taxable values following the latest hurri- 
cane there is little chance for raising 
additional taxes. 


Many Want to Hear Huebuer 


Dr. S. S. Huebner of the Wharton 
School of Finance & Commerce, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, will address af 
open forum of the Indianapolis chamber 
of commerce Friday of this week, an 
the advance reservation of luncheon 
tickets has been so great the capacity 
of the large main dining room in the 
chamber building has been exhausted. 
With amplifiers and loud speakers many 
others in the lounge and other assembly 
rooms of the chamber will be enabled 
to hear him. His topic will be “Busi 
ness Life Insurance.” The meeting 1 
being held under the auspices of the 
insurance committee of the chamber, 0! 
which Joseph W. Stickney is chairman. 
The life organizations have put on the 
publicity which has made the great de- 
mand for tickets. 
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SUGGESTIONS MADE 
FOR HAIL WRITING 


Advisory Committee of the West- 
ern Hail Association Studies 
the Situation 


NO CHANGES OF MOMENT 


Rates Will Be Recast According to Ex- 
perience—Will Publish a Manual 
for Adjusters 


The annual meeting of the advisory 
committee of the Western Hail & Ad- 
justment Association was held in Chi- 
cago last week. The recommendations 
of the advisory committee will be bulle- 
tined to the executive committee, which 
will meet in Chicago Dec. 11 and which 
will present the recommendations to the 
annual meeting of the organization as a 
whole which will be held in Chicago, 
Dec. 12-13. 

No Netable Changes 
decided 


No startling changes were 
upon by the advisory committee. There 
will be a realignment of rates based 
upon the 1928 experience. There will 
not be a revision upward of rates even 
though losses last year were heavy. 
Hail rates are based upon experience 
and the changes that will be made for 
1929 will be calculated upon the loss 
record of this year. There will be some 
slight changes in the policy contract, 
largely qualifications of the wording. 

It will be recommended that in the 
extremely hazardous territory the 18 
percent deductible clause be used. Dur- 
ing the season just closed it was in ef- 
fect in Colorado and cut down the loss 
ratio for the companies writing in that 
state about 20 percent. In the sections 
where the ratio is high each year 
the companies do not care for the busi- 
ness and are consequently willing to at- 


loss 


tach the 10 percent deductible for the 
purpose of reducing the writings or of 
lowering their loss ratio, even though 


the business is accepted. 
To Publish Adjusters’ Manual 


Perhaps the most important decision 
of the committee was its conclusion to 
publish a hail handbook or manual for 
the use of adjusters. This will be pre- 
pared in loose leaf form and will con- 
tain complete information about every 
phase of the hail business. It will be 
divided into sections and will contain 
full data as to the policy contract meth- 
ods of adjustment, crop condtions, trea- 
tises on insect pests, etc. It 
teady for distribution about next Feb- 
tfuary or March and will be published 
by the Western Hail & Adjustment As- 
sociation. 


Complete Harmony Seen 


Those attending the meeting declare 
that there is complete harmony in the 
ranks of hail men. The troublesome 
conditions of some years ago have been 
tlminated. There is now only one 
agency contract being used by all com- 
panies. Agents are not allowed to dic- 
tate or interfere with loss adjustments. 
The whole question of handling adjust- 
ments has greatly improved. Since 1923 
when a sort of reorganization of the hail 
business was undertaken, the writing 
and agency conditions have been notice- 
ably better. It is true that the loss ratio 
during the past two years has been any- 
thing but favorable, but the old-timers 
in the business feel that the experience 
of 1927 and 1928 is decidedly abnormal. 
This season, for instance, the heaviest 
damages occurred in sections that are 
normally free from severe hail damage. 

In readjusting the rates more atten- 


will be | 








CINCINNATI AGENTS 
NOT AT THE HEARING 


SAUFLEY TO TAKE ACTION 


Kentucky Commissioner Declares He 
Will Now Revoke the Licenses 
of Dummy Agents 


FRANKFORT, KY, Nov. 21.—Fol- 
lowing failure of representatives of Cin- 
cinnati agents organizations to appear 
at a joint meeting of the Kentucky and 
Ohio insurance commissioners in Cov- 
ington Monday morning, Commissioner 
S. M. Saufley of Kentucky announced 
that he would set on foot a movement 
immediately looking toward proceedings 
for cancellation of license of everyone 
suspected of being a “dummy resident 
agent” in Kentucky for Cincinnati 
agencies. Many bookkeepers, stenog- 
raphers and other office help employed 
by Cincinnati agents, but who reside 
in Kentucky, he claims, hold agents’ 
licenses in Kentucky for the alleged pur- 
pose of enabling them to sign policies 
for their Cincinnati employers and thus 
defeat the purposes and intents of the 
Kentucky resident agents law. 


Cincinnati Agents Did Not Appear 


At a hearing the week before, Com- 
missioner Sautley had invited Commis- 
sioner W. C. Safford of Ohio to sit 
with him in an effort to iron out the dif- 
ferences between the avents of the two 
states who are separated only by the 
Ohio river. Commissioner Safford had 
proposed another meeting on Monday 
of this week to be attended by com- 
mittees of agents of each state. Only 
the Kentucky committee appeared, how- 
ever, and Commissioner Safford told 
Commissioner Saufley that he felt it 
was a matter for the Kentucky depart- 
ment to handle exclusively in view of 
the fact that complaints had originated 
from the south side of the river. 


Will Have House Cleaning 


Commissioner Saufley then stated 
that if it were impossible to secure co- 
operation from the Cincinnati agencies, 
he would take the bull by the horns 
and cancel the Kentucky licenses of any 
Kentucky resident who was shown to 
be employed in regular work by a Cin- 
cinnati agency. In this way he will put 
it up to the agent to show whether he 
or she is engaged in bona fide agency 
work on the Kentucky side of the river. 
Further hearings on such will be called 
by Commissioner Saufley at Covington 
shortly, he said. 


tion will be paid this year to the expe- 
rience by townships. It is found that 
certain counties show a_ continuously 
high los sratio, not because the county 
as a whole is undesirable from a hail 
standpoint, but only because certain 
townships in it are bad. The plan will 
be, therefore, to establish a greater re- 
alignment in the rating system and to 
rate not only by counties but by town- 
ships as well. For example, a county 
may contain one or two townships in 
one corner of it that, because of a range 
of hills or a chain of lakes or a deep 
valley, may cause wind currents that 
bring hail storms. The rest of the coun- 
ty may be free from such conditions. 
As a consequence, the plan will be to 
give certain townships higher rates but 
to allow the lower rates to apply to the 
remainder of the county. 


North America Enters Mexico 


The North America has been author- 
ized to do business in Mexico. The 
Mexican-American Corporation of Mex- 
ico City has been appointed general 
agent for the republic. It is closelv al- 
lied with the Wells-Fargo Express Com- 
pany of Mexico. R. B. E. Turnbull is 
insurance manager. 








SEES PLACE IN FIELD 
FOR THE INDEPENDENTS 


COMMENTS 


Official Declares That a Strong Minor- | 


ity Will Bring Better Conditions 
in Agency Ranks 


NEW YORK, Nov. 21.—One of the 
leading company executives, who has 
primary jurisdiction over Western Union 
territory and who has given the subject 
of organized activities in that section 
much thought, made the following state- 


as to his views to THE NATIONAL UNDER- 


WRITER this week: 

“Insurance journals have given wide 
publicity to the fact that the recent 
merger of large 
have an important bearing on the future 


of the business and has special possibili- | 


ties with reference to agencies in the 
middle west. Insurance affairs in the 
mid-west territory have for some time 
been administered by two organizations 
This has given agents freedom of action 
in determining with whom they shall 
place their business. This country owes 
its prosperity and its rapid advance in 
all matters to the basic fact that initia- 
tive is distinctly the individual right of 
him who chooses to exercise it. If he 
does so wisely and with skill he suc- 
ceeds. 

“The insurance business is built up 
largely on the agency system. This sys- 
tem is a recognized method of dealing, 
as the rights of assured and insurer are 
ir the main well handled and the inter- 
ests of both conserved, due to the intel- 
ligence of the agents who make up this 

vast system of business-getting for in- 
surance companies. It is believed that 
there is a position for a strong minority 
as well as a strong majority in the busi- 
ness of insurance. It 
this is a healthy condition, as it stimu- 
lates initiative, maintains competitive 
conditions, and permits a freedom of 
action that would otherwise disappear. 

“The agency force will generally make 
an accurate survey of the market with a 
view of determining what factors will 
be useful to them in maintaining their 
independence and in maintaining their 
freedom of action, which is essentially 
an American institution and nowhere 
but in America does it exist. It is be- 
lieved that those companies which are 
acting independently will be of material 
aid and comfort to a vast number of 
agencies who seek to maintain their po- 
sition and who will anticipate restrictive 
action by generally representing such 
independent companies for the purpose 
of placing themselves in an independent 
position in order that their future may 
be guaranteed.” 


HAIL ASSOCIATION MEETING 


The executive committee of the Hail | 


Insurance Association will meet in Chi- 
cago Dec. 12. The annual meeting of 
the organization will be held the next 
day. Edward A. Henne, 
America Fore, is president of the organ- 
ization. The advisory committee, of 
which John Peterson of the Great Amer- 
ican is chairman, met last week. The 
recommendations of the advisory com- 
mittee will be submitted to the executive 
committee and then passed on to the 
organization itself. 





CLARK GIVES ADDRESS 


Charles G. Clark of the credit depart- 
ment of the Central Trust Company of 
Chicago spoke before the Automobile 
Superintendents Club in that city this 
week, giving some interesting historical 
events in the life of Chicago and telling 
about the proposed World’s Fair in 1933. 


There were present at this meeting 
Manager W. A. Chapman, Fireman’s 
Fund; Assistant Manager H. L. Dalton 


of the Royal; Assistant Manager W. C. 
Boorn and Office Manager C. R. Boyn- 
ton of the Federal Fire. 


insurance interests will | 


is believed that | 


secretary of the | 
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|READJUSTMENT TIME 
| IN FIRE INSURANCE 


ON CONDITIONS | 


| Western Manager Stafford of the 
Sun Sees Need of Caution 
at This Period 


‘TALKS TO EXAMINERS 


Underwriters Should Study Economic 
and Business Conditions in Order 
to Act Intelligently 


John F. Stafford, western manager of 
the Sun and president of the Chicago 
Fire Insurance Club, in his address be- 
fore the Chicago Examiners Association 
declared that the situation at the present 
time is one of readjustment. He said 
there is nothing new in this state of 
affairs. Good or normal times are gen- 
erally of short duration in fire insurance. 
The manner in which underwriters han- 
dle particular problems during a read- 
justment period is all important. Speak- 
ing of 1928 Mr. Stafford said that it 
started with uncertainty. It has brought 
slightly improved ‘business conditions. 
The volume of premiums he feels is on 
the down grade. There are many in- 
dustries struggling with adverse condi- 
tions. He said the important thing is 
whether or not business as a whole is 
making progress and whether or not ihe 
insurance business is keeping pace with 
this progress. The examiner, he said, 


must be watchful for any economic re- 
adjustment. 


Growth of Chain Stores 


Mr. Stafford referred to the enormous 
growth of the chain stores and its in- 
fluence on the small town merchants, 
the effect of thousands of miles of good 
roads, the growth of the automobile in- 
dustry, the credit system as it is now 
employed, the great consolidations of 
business industries, banks, insurance 
companies and the marvelous changes 
and tendencies that were unforeseen a 
few years ago. These all bring their 
particular problems to the underwriter. 
: A few years ago saw an enormous 
increase in the volume of premiums due 
in part to the development of sidelines 
as well as to general prosperity. The 
throttle was pulled wide open more or 
less during this period of great pro- 
duction. 





Examiner an Important Factor 


Mr. Stafford said that the examiner 
is an all important cog in the wheel of 
insurance. At times he becomes the re- 
cipient of complaints from his superiors, 
field men and local agents. He said 
| that the examiners do not receive the 
reward to which they are entitled. In 
| speaking of inspection reports Mr. Staf- 
ford said that there are two factors that 
| are all important, viz., the ability of the 

examiner and the true value of the re- 

port. The examiner must have the ca- 
| pacity to grasp situations. Mr. Stafford 
} 
| 


said that an examiner should study every 
risk from every angle, keeping in mind 
the company’s side as well as the need 
of the agent. He urged the underwriters 


to watch the agency results closely 
| year by year. 
| The “accommodation risk” is always 


more or less of a bugbear and should 
not be allowed for any other than the 
agent whose office has proved profit- 
able over a term of years. Even then 
Mr. Stafford suggested that examiners 
go slow. The examiner, he said, should 
study the commercial conditions in his 
territory and make a careful and com- 
prehensive study of insurance as it re- 
lates to various business activities. 
Where a class is unprofitable or 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 47) 
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ACH time a client having Parcel Post Insur- 
ance sees a line waiting at the Post Office, 

he is reminded of the complete insurance service 
rendered by his Agent. Now, when the mails are 
heaviest, Agents of this Company are spreading 
these “reminders” broadcast among their clients 
in the form of Parcels Post Insurance Certificates. 


Parcels Post Insurance is unique. It not only 
provides reimbursement for loss but actually 
saves time and money whether or not the 
package arrives safely. 


Inaddition tocreating prestige and confidence 
for the Agent, it makes money for him as well, 
for once a concern uses this protection, it is 
automatically continued as a part of the office 
routine. By making the first sale, Agents are 
building up a profitable source of income for 
all times. 


“J IVERPOOE, 
J ONDON 
“0 GLOBE, 


Insurance Co wo 


Executive Offices: 1 Pershing Square 
Park Ave. at 42nd St., New York, N.Y. 


80th 


Year in the 


Pacific Coast Dept., San Francisco, Calif. 
United States 





THE NATIONAL INSTITUTION WITH A WORLD WIDE BACKGROUND 



































Many Notable Men 
Came from Old Time 


Agency at Denver 


HERBERT COBB STEBBINS of 
the general agency firm of Cobb, 
Miller & Stebbins, Denver, is chairman 
of the executive committee of the Asso- 
ciation of Fire Insurance General 
Agents. He is a man of superior per- 
sonal charm, a real] student of insurance 
and an indefatigable worker. The gen- 
eral agency was established in 1870 by 
the late Charles D. Cobb when Denver 
was on the outposts. Mr. Stebbins is a 
grandson of the founder of this agency. 
He has been connected with it ever 
since he left school and has been an | 
outstanding figure in general agency | 
circles. 

This general agency has been remark- 
able because from it have graduated 
many men distinguished in fire under- 
writing. Charlies F. Wi 
became one of the prominent adjusters 
at Denver, went into partnership with 
Charles D. Cobb in 1877. Mr. Wilson 
was president of the National Associa- 
tion of Insurance Agents in 1906. Clar- 
ence Cobb, son of the founder, was 
taken into the partnership and he today 
heads the agency. E. J. Miller, the 
other member of the firm, conducted an 
agency of his own but was merged with 
the older agency about six years ago. 

Old Field Men of the Agency 





The Denver Fire was organized by 
men connected with the Cobb & Wilson 
Agency in 1893. Fred H. Rhodes, now 





| rata earned premium from 


Wilson, who later | 





Pacific Coast manager of the Aetna; 
A. L. Jessup, state agent of the Great 
American in the Rocky Mountain field; 
Charles T. 
rater were all associated with that enter- 
prise, Peter Winne was the partner of 
Charles D. Cobb. Charles D. Dunlop, 
now president of the Providence-Wash- 
ington, was a field man of the general 
agency. Other special agents of the 
Cobb office were George H. Batchelder, 
who recently retired as assistant United 
States manager of the North British & 
Mercantile; Joseph A. Kelsey, United 
States manager of the Tokio and pres- 
ident of the Standard Fire of New 
York; E. L. Goff, who was secretary 
of the old Spring Garden; William 
Deans of Selbach & Deans, general 
agents at San Francisco; William C. 
Lyle of Omaha, general agent for the 
St. Paul Fire & Marine, and others. 


American National in Indiana 


Commissioner Clarence C. Wysong of 
Indiana states that the American Na- 
tional of Galveston will be licensed 
within a few days. The papers have 
been practically complete for 
weeks, he says, but there were certain 
technical details to be completed that 
have delayed the issuance of a license in 
Indiana. Members of the Indiana Blue 
Goose have been anxious for the com- 
pany to be licensed, as some of them 
have been delaying the taking of the 
order’s group insurance until the com- 
pany is officially admitted to the state. 
Commissioner Wysong also has been 


anxious to complete the details for this | 


reason. 


Get Philadelnhia National 


Klee, Rogers, Loeb & Wolff of Chi- | 


: : 
cago have been appointed sole agents | , 


of the Philadelphia National. This com- 
pany has a capital of $1,000,000 and net 
surplus of $1,517,218. It is owned and 
operated by the same interests that con- 
trol the Lumbermen’s of Philadelphia. 


Fertiz, state fire insurance | 


several | 


Audit Bureau Urges 
Use of Cancellator 
to Obtain Accuracy 


One of the audit bureaus in the west 
is making an active effort to secure 
the use of the Direct Reading Rate 
Finder and Cancellator sold by Tue 
NaTIONAL UNDERWRITER for the use of 
agents in making cancellations accu- 
rately and quickly. The Cancellator js 
used by all of the audit bureaus in the 
middle west. It is built on the slide 
rule principle, but in the form of a 
circle, so that periods of time running 
past the first of a new year will cause 
no difficulty. For instance, it is just 
as easy to find the short rate or pro 
Dec. 2 to 
Feb. 8 as it is to find the same from 
Jan. 5 to March 11. It is done auto- 
matically and correctly in either case, 
The device has been sold for some 
years by THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 
and thousands are in use. 

The audit bureau referred to is put- 
ting a slip in every letter sent out 
about an error reading as follows: 

“The computations of elapsed days 
and corresponding percentages as fig- 
ured by this office were determined by 
the use of the Cancellator which is 
arithmetically and mechanically correct. 
Its use by all concerned with such com- 
putations will avoid error.” 

The audit bureau figures that if 
agents used the Canrellator there would 
be fewer errors and less correspond- 
ence. 

The Cancellator is a fascinating de- 
vice for all insurance men. There is 
not one that can resist the desire to take 
it into his hand and see how it works. 
It always gives the correct result with- 
out possibility of error. 


FLOGQDS CAUSE MANY FIRES 
Western Missouri, Eastern Kansas and 


Northern Oklahoma Hard Hit by 
Unusual Rain 





WICHITA, KAN., Nov. 21.—Several 
fires resulted from the flood waters 
caused by unprecedented rains, accom- 
panied by heavy hail and wind in some 
sections, which lasted from 36 to 48 hours 
last Thursday and Friday, and extended 
over western Missouri, eastern Kansas 
and northern Oklahoma. When water 
reached the Chemical Laboratory of 
the White Eagle Refinery at Augusta, 
Kan., which was totally flooded, chem- 
icals burst into flame and the entire 
structure burned, including over $10, 
600 in equipment. The fire department 
was helpless, the waterworks having 
|also been flooded and shutting off the 
city’s water supply, and flood waters 
preventing its reaching the scene. Steam 
lines to the stills at the refinery were 
opened in time to extinguish the 
burners before the water reached them 
and severe explosions were thus pre- 
vented. 

The Santa Fe pumping station at 
Augusta also burned, resulting from the 
ood waters reaching a quantity of un- 
|slacked lime stored in the structure. 
Several attendants barely escaped with 
their lives, being forced to swim from 
the: burning building. 

Dikes erected in Winfield since the 
lisastrous flood of 1923 failed and the 
Everly Lumber yard burned as a result 
of the water reaching unslacked lime. 
Fl Dorado and Winfield, as well as 
Augusta, were without fire protection, 
their pumping plants all being flooded. 





Some well known insurance men are on | 


its board such as Charles H. Holland, 


president, Independence Indemnity and | 
Kingsley, | 


Independence 


vice-president, 


Fire; W. H. 

Penn Mutual Life; 
George R. Packard, Richard Haughton 
and George V. Smith of the insurance 
firm of Stokes. Packard, Haughton & 
Smith of Philadelphia: John Wav, vice- 
president, Provident Mutual Life, and 
Wallace Reid of the New York City 
insurance firm of Wallace Reid & Co. 






Brannan Is Office Manager 


Through an error in information, The 
National Underwriter announced last 
week that R. Neil Brannan, former spe- 
cial agent for the Employers Liability, 
had been made manager of the Detroit 
office of the Union Indemnity. Mr. Bran- 
nan was made office manager of the lat- 
ter company instead. F. W. Alexander 
is manager of the Detroit branch of the 
Union Indemnity. 
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NEW YORK CITY, N. Y. 
December 6, 1835 


Property loss $20,000,000, 674 
buiidings—60 acres. 







SAVANNAH, GA; 
June 10, 1820 
Property loss $5,000,000. 





















CHICAGO, ILL. October 9, 1871 


Property loss $175,000,000. Insurance loss 
$96,500,000. But only $44,000,000 was paid 
on account of failure of many small com- 
panies 
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BALTIMORE, MD. iI 

February 7, 8, 1904 H] 
veevety hk 000.000, M. i} 
so-~<alle ‘dev ced eeaimaaas veer I 
business district were destroyed. 




















if July 4, 1866 


uld Property loss $10,000,000. A Fire 
nd- Cracker the cause of it 


rf 


Tested by Every 


Major American Conflagration 
sand Never Found Wanting 


Since its organization in 1799 the Provi- 
dence Washington has never faltered in the 
honorable discharge of its contracts. It has 
come through every major American con- 
flagration with a spotless record. It has 








BOSTON, MASS. 
eral November 9, 1872 y 


ers Property loss $75,000,000. Inser- 
mer, ance loss $60,000,000, of which 


ee / 
me Senaremne companies taken So Ny always met its obligations promptly and 4 





CHELSEA, MASS. 
April 12, 1908 : i! 
Property loss $10,000,000. 4 


conflagration funds and many 
urs which survived the Chicago dis- Y, 
d aster were forced into bankruptcy 1 
aed in Boston. 


satisfactorily. 







The ‘‘P-W”’ has a reputation for dependabil- 
ity. It is the sort of a company that an 
agent can tie to without any hesitation. 
Its record in the past is the surest guaran- iY 
tee of what it is going to do in the future. 








PROVIDENCE WASHINGTON i 


cies” ( INSURANCE COMPANY Wig | 
JACKSONVILLE, FLA. BERKELEY, CALIF. i} 
at May 3, 1901 y PROVIDENCE ,RHODE ISLAND My September 17, 1923 


Ny Property loss $10,000,000. i 
“It Spans Three Centuries” 


} *rop loss $10,000,000, 
the Property loss $10,000,000 














SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. : | 
April 18, 1906 iH] 
Property loss $400,000,000. The a 


world’s greatest catastrophe. 
Greater part of city destroyed. In- 


4 

A 

surance loss $225,000,000. Almost f-. 
+ 


paid in full due to present reserve 
requirements. 
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THE AETNA FIRE GROUP 


Three Strong Companies 
Providing Dependable Insurance 
in FIRE and ALLIED LINES 
andin CASUALT Yand SURETY 
PROTECTION 
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_ CHANGES IN THE FIELD 











APPOINT TWO STATE AGENTS 


| Milwaukee Mechanics Names Success- 
ors to Field Men Promoted to 
Home Office Positions 


The Milwaukee Mechanics has an- 
nounced the appointment of two state 
agents, succeeding field men who have 
been promoted to positions in the home 
office. Both appointments are effective 
Dec. 1. 

Sidney L. Hutchins, Nashville, Tenn., 
has been appointed state agent for Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee to succeed A. L. 
Williams, who recently was made an 
assistant agency superintendent at the 
home office. Mr. Hutchins comes to 
the Milwaukee Mechanics from the B. 
Duke Crouch general agency at Nash- 
ville. Prior to that he was with the D. 
Cliff Stone general agency in that city. 
He was working in a field capacity for 
both of these agencies and is well known 
in the field he will work for Milwaukee 
Mechanics. 

H. M. Eckels has been appointed state 
agent in western Penusylvania and West 
Virginia to succeed Leo J. Kennedy, 
who is now an agency superintendent at 
the home office. He will have his head- 
quarters at 804 Arrott building, Pitts- 
burgh. Mr. Eckels has been branch 
manager for the Travelers Fire at Pitts- 
burgh, and previous to that he was with 
the Milwaukee Mechanics. 





H. S. Kates and S. A. Syrett 


The Northwestern National, which has 
just opened a branch office in Detroit, 
has appointed Harmar S. Kates, who 
has been special agent in the Michigan 
field, as branch manager. Stanley A. 
Syrett has been appointed special agent 
in Michigan, succeeding Mr. Kates. Mr. 
Syrett is well known to the insurance 
fraternity in Detroit, as he has been 
associated with one of the local agencies 
there which represents the Northwestern 
National. He will make his headquar- 
ters in the company’s new branch office. 


W. J. Aldred 
W. J. Aldred. special agent in Ala- 
bama for the Firemen’s and the Na- 
tional Ben Franklin for sometime past, 
has resigned as of Dec. 1. 


hikes Bank Poudlene 


E. S. Phelps of Burlington, Ia., head 
of the Phelps Insurance Agency, has 





E. 8S. PHELPS 





been elected president of the First Iowa 
State Trust & Savings Bank of his city. 
| He is one of Burlington’s best known 


| 








TWO STATE AGENTS CHOSEN 


Petrie Gets the Sylvania and Bronx Fire 
in Illinois and Hassmer in 
Indiana 


Important field appointments an- 
nounced by Vice-Fresident E. S. Inglis 
for the Corroon & Reynolds companies 
include those of George O. Petrie, as 
Illinois state agent, and George E, 
Hassmer now state agent in Indiana 
for the Sylvania, to handle the Bronx 
and Brooklyn Fire, the latter appoint- 
ment to be effective when the companies 
are licensed in the state, which it is an- 
ticipated will be very shortly. Mr. Petrie, 
who willmake headquarters in Spring- 
field, was until recently Illinois state 
agent for the Western Fire of Fort Scott, 
prior to which time he traveled the mid- 
dle west as aninspector forthe North 
British & Mercantile fleet. Mr. Hassmer 
was formerly with the Travelers Fire and 
is well acquainted with field work. He is 
a son of A. J. Hassmer, a leading local 
agent at Lawrenceburg, Ind., and state 
agent for the Eureka Fire. 


Home’s Changes 


Field changes in the eastern territory, 
recently determined upon by the man- 
agement of the Home group, include 
the appointments of C. E. Seaman as 
special agent in eastern New York, with 
headquarters at Albany, as assistant to 
State Agent John Summers; Richard 
Wiebler, special agent in western Massa- 
chusetts, New Hampshire and Vermont, 
under State Agent John Hastie, and of 
Alfred Lewis, as special agent in east- 
ern Pennslyvania, under State Agent 
F. J. Schultz. All three of the special 
agency appointees are graduates of the 


| head office of the Home. 


Frank W. Broome 


Frank W. Broome of Defiance, O., 
special agent of the Automobile of Hart- 
ford, has resigned as of Dec. 1. No 
successor as yet has been announced. 


A. S. da Silva 


A. S. da Silva, for some time Kansas 
state agent for the Niagara Fire group, 


‘ resigned recently. 


cP sy Ditsesey ae 


THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER has is- 
sued its new Iowa Insurance Directory 
which as usual is complete and informa- 
tive in many respects. It contains a 
world of information regarding Iowa in- 
surance-wise. It gives a complete direc- 
tory of companies, their financial status, 
officers, general agents and so on. The 
statistics of the business by companies 
during the last few years are also most 
interesting. There is much miscellaneous 
information in the book which is most 
valuable. One of the improtant fea- 
tures is a digest of the lowa insurance 
laws by the well known insurance law- 
yers, Guilford A. Deitch and Frank G. 
West of Indianapolis. 


citizens. He was born there and has 
spent all his life in its confines. The 
Phelps Agency was organized in 1882 
and has been continuously in business. 
He will retain his insurance interests. 
Mr. Phelps is president of the Citizens 
Water Company of Burlington; past- 
president of the Burtington Rotary Club 


| and a member of the board of directors 
| of the Greater Burlington Association. 


He served as president of the Fire Un- 
derwriters Association of the Northwest 
a few years ago when he was state agent 
of the North America. The First Iowa 
State Trust & Savings Bank has assets 
of $11,547,000. 
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FORTUNE AND THE 


q 
FORTUNE AND THE | 
SCHOOL-BOY 


SCHOOL BOY 

















(Continued) 


Aesop’s Fables with an 





ebrated Cardinal, is but 
another word for im- 
prudence. The maxim is 
by no means absolutely 
true: certain, however, 
it is, that mankind suffer 
more evils from their 
own imprudence, than 
from events which it is 
not in their power to 
control. 


Insurance Moral | 

| blame; though in fact 
No. 5 the accident would have 

been wholly owing to ! 

SCHOOL-BOY, fa- your own carelessness. 

| tigued with play, Misfortune, said a cel- 


threw himself down by 
the brink of a deep pit, 
where he fell fast asleep. 
Fortune happening to 
pass by, saw him in this 





ow — 
_— Sa. ee 





——— 


dangerous situation, and 





kindly gave him a tap 
on the shoulder: My dear 
child, said she, if you had 
fallen into this pit, I 
should have borne the 





sas?» ee 
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AN INSURANCE MORAL H 


We are always ready to censure Fortune for the disastrous results ii 
due to our own carelessness. When a man fails to insure his i 





house, his automobile or adequately protect his properties, he i 
blames it on misfortune when disaster overtakes him. As a matter i 
of fact he has laid himself open to loss because he has not taken i 
the protection offered him by the 
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There’s worthwhile beauty 


in these business-like 
desks of steel 


GOOD looking office undeniably 

radiates prosperity. It creates a 
pleasant, business-like atmosphere, that 
bespeaks dignity, efficiency, success. 


GF desks of steel, with their beauty of 
line and deep rick finish, go a long way 
towards making an office attractive and 
altogether liveable. 


In the private office, or the larger general 
office, they contribute not only good 
looks, but exceptional utility and the 
lasting durability that only steel can 
possess. And the restful Velvoleum top 
is an ideal writing surface. 


These are reasons why such fine desks 
have won places in the offices of so man 
firms whose names are household words 
throughout America. 


Another reason is this—their cost is 
exceptionally low. 


THE GENERAL FIREPROOFING COMPANY 


Youngstown, Ohio Canadian Plant, Toronto 
BRANCHES AND DEALERS IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES 


The GF Allsteel Line: Safes . Filing Cabinets . Sectional 
Cases « Desks « Tables . Shelving « Transfer 
Cases . Storage Cabinets . Document Files . Supplies 





OFFICE EQUIPMENT 














Name 


City 





Attach this coupon to your firm letterhead 


THE GENERAL FIREPROOFING COMPANY - Youngstown, Ohio ‘-¥- 
Kindly send me a copy of the GF Allsteel Desk Catalog. 


Firm 





Address 





State 
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TO MODIFY BROKERS’ LAWS 


Appreciating the need for modifying 
the provisions of Section 137 of the 
New York insurance law governing the 
placing of business by brokers, 
intendent J. A. Beha heard from some 
40 prominent middle men upon the sub- 
ject here several days ago, later appoint- 
ing a committee consisting of John A. 
Eckert, Warren F. Goodwin, Charles R. 
Neidlinger, Monroe Flegenheimer, W. 
H. LaBoyteaux, Cecil P. Stewart and J. 


McMillian Hamilton to draft what in 
their opinion were necessary amend- 
ments, submitting the result to the 


superintendent for review prior to pos- 
sible legislative action. 

Many of the provisions of the state 
insurance law were enacted years ago 
and have not ‘been altered to meet 
changed’ conditions in the conduct of 
general business affairs, with their re- 
sultant need for varied forms of insur- 
ance protection. In the placing of cov- 
erages brokers often are uncertain as to 
whether they are in violation of the law. 
The companies are equally in the dark 
as to their position because of the lack 
of clarity in the statutes. It is with a 
desire to alter this condition and to re- 
move all uncertainty as to the freedom 
of action of both brokers and companies 
that the brokers committee will under- 
take the task assigned it. The severely 
restrictive character of many of the 
New York laws has militated against 
the development of divisions of the in- 
surance business in the Empire State 
and has made possible the writing of a 
considerable volume of indemnity by 
London Lloyds and kindred types of 
foreign organizations to the detriment of 
home institutions. 


GRANT MADE VICE-PRESIDENT 


The organization committee of the 
Germanic Fire has named Harry A. 
Grant to be vice-president in charge of 
automobile and inland marine 
ments. Mr. Grant is widely known in lo- 
cal and national insurance circles, having 
started his career in the business in his 
father’s agency at Athens, Ga., follow- 
ing his graduation from college.. At one 
time he was in the automobile business 
as secretary-treasurer of the Dula Mo- 
tor Company, Buick distributors of Rich- 
mond, Va., subsequently becoming a spe- 
cial agent for the America Fore group 
and later manager of the automobile 
department of this group. Up to the 
present he has been assistant secretary 
of the National Liberty group of com- 
ma ies in charge of automobile and in- 
land marine departments. 

Since reentering the insurance busi- 
ness, Mr. Grant ‘has been associated 
with Norman T. Robertson both in the 
America Fore and National Liberty 
groups. Mr. Robertson recently re- 
signed as vice-president of the National 
Liberty to become president and gen- 
eral manager of the Germanic Fire. 

x * x 
DEAL FOR UNITED BRITISH 

The General 

York is 


Reinsurance of New 
organizing the General Re- 
Alliance under the New York laws to 
carrv out an arrangement which had 
been made to purchase a half interest 
in the United British of London. The 
United British through the Motor Union 
Insurance Company of London is con- 
trolled by the Royal Exchange. Under 
the terms the Royal Exchange and Gen- 
eral Re-Alliance will continue as equal 
partners in controlling the United 
British. The United British will enter 
the United States to transact casualty 
and surety reinsurance with E H. Boles, 
president of the ( 
United States manager. 
offices in the General Reinsurance head- 
quarters at 80 John street, New York. 
It will take casualty and surety reinsur- 
ance direct and also will be a retro- 
aes for the General Reinsurance. 

The General Re-Alliance will, after 


It will have it 


| 
| 


Super- 











depart- | 


yeneral Reinsurance, as | 








VIEWED FROM NEW YORK 


By GEORGE A. WATSON 











present plans are consummated, own 
the stock of the General Reinsurance 
and also the shares of the United Brit. 
ish, which are to be acquired. The new 
company will have the same directors 
as the General Reinsurance. 


BEHA IN NEW POST 


James A. Beha, state superintendent 
of insurance of New York, who has re. 
signed to become chairman of the 
board of the International Germanic 
Trust Company and will give his full 
time to his new duties, took his post 
Tuesday. He has been a director of the 
International Germanic Trust since it 
was organized in 1927. He has been 
elected a director of the 


International 





JAMES A. BEHA 
Germanic Company. The _Inter-Ger- 
manic Trust Company and the Inter- 
national Germanic Company are bank- 
ing and investment institutions. Mr. 
3eha was attracted to the place be- 
cause he feels that Germany is destined 


to be the dominant commercial and 
financial power of central Europe. He 
feels that ties between the United States 
and Germany should be strengthened 
both financially and commercially. The 
group will also soon put in the field the 
Germanic Fire. Mr. Beha was appointed 
insurance superintendent in 1924. He is 
first vice-president of the National Con- 
vention of Insurance Commissioners. 
Charles R. Detrick of California, pres- 
ident of the organization, will retire from 


office March 1, which will put Col. 
Howard P. Dunham of Connecticut in 
the presidential chair, he now being 


second vice-president. 


Marine Investigation Made 
NEW YORK, Nov. 21.—An investi- 
gation wholly independent from the two 
now under way by different departments 
of the federal government into the sink- 
ing of the Lamport & Holt liner, Ves- 


tris, off the Virginia coast some days 
ago, is being conducted by the Board 
of Marine Underwriters of New York. 


The big point at issue is as to whether 
the owners of the vessel had knowledge 
of its reputed unseaworthiness prior to 
the time of sailing, for in such event 
their liability for both loss of life and 
property would be practically unlimited. 
The hull of the Vestris was insured in 
Londen for approximately $700,000, 
while from $1,500,000 to $2,000,000 was 
carried on the cargo, largely by 
panies operating in this city. 


com- 


A. Yale Phillips, Ine., is the name of 4 
new local in Milwaukee. A. Yale Phil- 
lips has been operating the A. Yale Phil- 
lips Realty Company. Other incorporators 
are J. F. Witeck and H. J. Weiss, who 
have been associated with Mr. Phillips. 
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THE EMPLOYERS’ GROUP 


Prattically every kind of Insurance except Life Insurance 
110 MILK STREET BOSTON, MASS. 





AMERICAN THE 
EMPLOYERS’ EMPLOYERS’ 
INSURANCE COMPANY FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
THE 
EMPLOYERS’ 


LIABILITY ASSURANCE CORPORATION, LTD. 
Write for our Booklet —" What Is It and What of It” 








HE above advertisement is a facsimile of that appearing in current issues of the Atlantic 
Monthly, Harper’ 5, Review of Rev views, Scribner’s, World’s Work, and the Golden Book—yes, 


Tue Emptoyers’ Group believes in the American Agency system. We believe that such 
advertising will benefit the insurance business. We believe that it will benefit particularly the 
representatives of THE Emptoyers’ Group. 


We are proud of the growth of our agency force. We are proud of the large number of loyal agents 
who have been associated with us for many, many years. At the same time we are glad to say 


that some agency connections are still available for the competent insurance man. 
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Successful Salesmanship 
is 10% talk and 90% 
getting ready to talk 


“Selling is 10 percent talk and 90 percent 
getting ready to talk.” 


Everyone recognizes that. A man selling 
anything must have something to say before 
he can sell. 


When the moment of the sale arrives, 
much depends upon the resourcefulness of 
the salesman, but no matter how resourceful 
he may be, he is at a loss unless he has rich 
resources in knowledge of his business to 
draw upon. These resources of knowledge 
about the business may have been obtained 
from his own experience or from the experi- 
ence of others through personal contact, 
study of magazines, courses and books. 


Let The National Underwriter Sales 
Training Course in Property Insurance be- 
gin for you that foundation of insurance 
knowledge which will 


(1) Give you confidence in the pres- 
ence of the prospect. 


(2) Enable you to provide the best 
possible protection for your cli- 


ents. 


(3) Furnish you with the means of 
gaining the supreme satisfaction 
of business life—the satisfaction 


of work well done. 


(4) Mean for you an increase of in- 
come with all that implies for 
yourself and your family. 


The National Underwriter Company, 
420 E. Fourth Street, 

Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Gentlemen : 

Tell me more about the “getting ready to talk” selling in- 
formation which is in your Sales Training Course in Property 
Insurance. Send me without obligation on my part for myself 
and my associates your 32-page booklet, “The Value of Knowing,” 
telling about it. 


























AVIATION INSURANCE AND THE AGENT 


Coverages—Life Insurance H 











IFE insurance is one of the im- 

portant adjuncts of aviation insur- 

ance. Not properly in the family 
of this specialized group, it is neverthe- 
less one of first consideration in the 
varied allied coverages, for it is to life 
insurance that those engaged in aviation 
first turn. During the past few months, 
the greatest publicity insurance has 
achieved has been in connection with life 
insurance sought by the leading aviators, 
to cover transoceanic or long distance 
flights. All engaged in this field want 
it and those taking to the air as pas- 
sengers want first to be assured their 
life insurance is not put in jeapordy. 
Life insurance, on the other hand, has 
joined the other branches of the busi- 
ness in extending its cooperation to 
aviation and now all engaged in this 
work can secure coverage, with the one 
exception that holds good in all branches, 
that of stunt flyers. 


Demand Long Heard 


Demand for life insurance coverage 
on pilots and passengers of aircraft has 
long been heard in home offices. The 
old restrictions that caused rejection of 
risks considering air flights were stren- 
uously criticized. Life companies have 
been generous in their response and 
now protection is widely offered in 
varying degree. During the early years 
of aviation’s growth, many life com- 
panies came and went, dabbling a bit 
now and then with aviation risks, 
quickly withdrawing when they experi- 


| enced some disastrous loss or a series | 


Now, however, there are a 
few companies that have persistently re- 
mained in the field and, finding their 
experience good, expect to remain in it. 
As the interest in aviation increases, 
more will doubtless enter it, for com- 
petitive reasons, if no other. Barber & 


of losses. 


Baldwin of New York were the first to | 
place a life policy on those who fly and | 


they spent an entire year arranging re- 
insurance facilities to enable 
write the first policy. They can now 
write up to $50,000 on aviators. 


Many Now in Field 


The pioneer company in the field and 
still the leader in it is the United States 
Life. Others that will write pilots as 
well as passengers are the John Han- 
cock Mutual Life, Prudential, Union 
Central, Equitable Life of New York 
and West Coast Life. Just recently the 
Mutual Life of New York announced 
that it would write pilots and passengers 
under certain conditions, still rejecting 
the pilots of regular schedule planes. 


MERGER IS COMPLETED | 


statistical serv- 
library ‘bureau 


Consolidation of the 
ice department of the 
division of Remington Rand and the 
Underwriters Statistical Bureau, both 
of New York, is now complete. Joseph 
Raywid is in charge of the enlarged 
bureau. He has had wide experience 
in the preparation of insurance statis- 
tics in the fire, casualty, marine 
life fields. In 1921 he established the 
Underwriters Statistical Bureau, which 


under his direction has grown in scope | 


and importance. 

L. E. Lancaster is in charge of the 
library bureau division of Remington 
Rand. He has had 17 years experience 
in insurance statistical work. 

Branch offices of the enlarged organ- 
ization are maintained in New York, 
Philadelphia, Boston, Detroit, Toronto 
and Montreal. They are under the di- 
rection of Mr. Raywid. Each of the 
offices is in charge of an experienced 
supervisor. Through the branch office 
system, clients of the organization may 
receive from the branches the same 
rapid and high quality service that can 


Many other companies have liberalized 


their practices regarding passengers, 
particularly the occasional passenger, 
The usual limit for aviation risks js 


$50,000, though in the case of the Mutual 
Life no limit is stated, each risk being 
considered on its merits, with the com- 
pany’s usual limit as the only boundary, 
Extra rates are charged in varying 
manner, some using a definite additional 
premium, some having a schedule of 
extra rates for different classes of risks 
and the Mutual Life rating each case 
separately in units of extra premium 
of $2.50. 
Huge Total at Risk 


It has been pointed out by some that 
the life companies might seriously turn 
to aviation insurance, for they are actu- 
ally in the business today, though they 
desire not to be. The estimate of pas- 
sengers carried last year in the United 
States is 450,000 and that figure repre- 
sents a formidable hazard for the life 
companies. The average amount of life 
insurance carried in the country would 
make that into a huge total at risk. 
But in the case of these passengers, 
they undoubtedly represent more than 
the average risk. Should their aver- 
age life insurance be only $1,000, it 
would put half a billion at risk and 
most likely the total was far greater 
than that. In one case alone, the 
plane which carried the board of 





but | 


them to} 


and | 





directors of the Standard Oil Company 
of Indiana on a circuit of its branches 
carried a passenger list that represented 
many millions of life insurance. 

Many May Enter 


Many billions are now at risk annually 
in life insurance through the passengers 
whose policies cannot be questioned be- 
cause of the incontestable clause. Thus 
some companies look upon the refusal 
of applicants because they consider an 
air trip as discrimination. It is refusing 
protection to risks of equal hazard. For 
| this reason, many companies are now 
considering this item and the near future 
may see many more companies in the 
list. Life insurance protection, of 
course, is an item largely written by 
the life underwriter, but the local agent 
and broker will often unearth prospects 
for this coverage in his solicitation of 
aviation insurance of general lines. The 
pilots and aircraft operators want this 
protection and thus it is closely allied 
with general aviation insurance. 

(This is the seventh of a series of ar- 
ticles on aviation insurance, from the 
standpoint of the agent and broker.) 





| WINTER SPOKEN OF 

FOR COMMISSIONER 
| CINCINNATI, Nov. 21.—E. A. Win- 
ter, Ohio state agent of the National 
Liberty Fire, is being urged by insur- 
ance men all over the state for state 
insurance commissioner. Governor- 
Elect Cooper has indicated no choice 
and it is believed that he will give an 
attentive ear to recommendations for 
the place. Ed D. Schorr, who has indi- 
cated that he will accept the place as 
director of commerce, in which depart- 
ment the insurance commissioner opef- 
| ates, is a Cincinnati man. 


Niagara Field Men Meet 


NEW YORK, Nov. 21.— Western 
field men of the Niagara Fire group ot 
companies reached town Tuesday and 
will be in session here for several days 
going over with the management general 
underwriting and business conditions in 
their respective territories. 





be obtained from headquarters in New 
York or Chicago. 
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NOTE: 


Indemnity Company of America is presenting to agents a 


3eginning with this accompanying statement, the 


series of announcements based on interesting statistics 
about automobile ownership—and the corresponding mar- 
ket for automobile insurance. Maybe they will not be con- 


sidered “good advertising” because we don’t propose to tell 


you about our service, our assets, our age nor any of the 
good old faithful by-words of insurance advertising. But 
at least these messages will be of decided informative value 
to agents who sell automobile insurance. 
developed from an authoritative source—the National Auto- 
mobile Chamber of Commerce. 


They have been 





Who Buys All the Automobiles Manufactured? | 


Last year, for the first time since the invention of the “horseless carriage,” 
the replacement market exceeded the market of new buyers. In 1927 more cars 
were sold to old owners of automobiles than to people who had not previously 


owned motor vehicles. 


Out of 2,900,000 cars produced for American use, 2,000,000 were bought 
by persons already owning a car who presumably “traded it in” on a new one. 


And only 900,000 went to new buyers. 


What do these statistics mean to an automobile insurance agent? 


Simply 


that his biggest and best list of prospects is made up of people now driving 


automobiles! 


They are the ones who buy most of the new cars manufactured. So just be- 


cause a man owns a Car and may have insurance, don’t assume that he is lost for 


life as a prospect. 


He is the man who will buy a new automobile this year or 


next—and he is worthy of your best advertising and sales efforts so he will know 
about you when he does buy that new car. 


Indemnity Company of America 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 


CH. A. LEMP, President 
HENRI F. DAVID, Vice President 


WM. J. LEMP, V. Pres. and Treas. Hy 


SAM G. PARKS, Secretary 


Specializing on Automobile Insurance 

























Note: Our next announcement will tell you about the percentage of registered passenger cars in your size of community. 
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STEBBINS TELLS NEED OF COOPERATION 
BETWEEN LOCAL AND GENERAL AGENCIES 














tem and its relation to the local 

agency, Herbert Cobb Stebbins, chair- 
man of the executive committee of the 
Association of Fire Insurance General 
Agents, said: 

“The eternal struggle for business, in 
which companies and agents are forever 
engaged, has been accelerated tremen- 
dously in the past two years by the en- 
“trance of numerous new companies into 
the field and a decidedly chaotic con- 
dition has resulted in many sections of 
the country. 

“Many local agents, with real cause 
feel that the future of their business is 
at stake and are fearful of the en- 
croachment of local writing branch 
offices and local writing general agencies 
in their communities. 

“As a result, it is evident that there 
has never been a time in the history of 
the business when the non-local writing 
general agency had so great an oppor- 
tunity to demonstrate its value to the 
local agent as today for his every prob- 
lem as the problem of the real general 


|: discussing the general agency sys- 











agents and the local agent finds such 
general agents, throughout the country, 
standing squarely beside him to fight 
for the maintenance of those principles 
which are the very foundation of the 
local agent’s business. 


Exclusive General Agency 


“The time is rapidly approaching, in 
tact is already here, when the general 
agency, which enjoys the full confidence 
of the local agents throughout the field 
:n which it operates and the full co- 
operation of the companies which it 
represents, will be in the general agency 
business only and will not operate a 
local agency in conjunction with its 
general agency business nor own any 
stock in any local agency nor be in 
any way interested directly or indirectly 
in any local business. 

“In this way only will the general 
agency and its companies keep free 
from the accusations which are now 
made that a company, represented by 
a general agency which also does a 
local business, occupies a_ preferential 


‘position as 


general agent, so operating, enjoys a 


‘understand why so many local agents 


way competing with the local agents in 
.the community, offers so many advan- 








compared with the com- 
panies not so represented, and that the 


preferential position in contrast with the 
local agents in his community. 

“It is equally true that it is the only 
way whereby a local agent controlling 
a desirable local business can feel ab- 
solutely secure in reporting all of the 
details pertaining to his personal busi- 
ness to such an office as it is easy to 


are opposed to a system which requires 
them to report in detail all of the essen- 
tial information in connection with their 
business to an office which is in com- 
petition with them in the writing of 
local business whether it be a general 
agency office or a branch office of some 
company. 
Offers Many Advantages 


“A general agency, which is in no 


tages to local agents compared with a 
general agency which does compete with 
them or a company branch office writing 
local business over the country through 
a small army of solicitors that we will 
not here take time to discuss the matter 
in detail. 

“Many earnest students of the busi- 
ness are convinced that the future of 











THANKSGIVING 
AND EATS 





Thanksgiving Day is the big day for the dining room table. Turkey, 
stuffing, gravy and all the fixin’s. 

But the real Thanksgiving Day is not on the table—it is in the heart 
and spirit of all of us. 

And why be thankful? 

We all have our own particular reasons—you have yours. 
idea is to be glad and appreciative for all that the year has brought. 


Take your business for instance. Prosperity has become a famous word 
in this country. For we are a prosperous people. 
with your thankfulness keep a realization that on you and every individual 
rests the responsibility of keeping this country prosperous. 


This means but one thing. Do your best to keep your business grow- 
ing, growing, growing with a sound, healthy growth. Keep after your pros- 
pects with all your energy. You will find that prosperity just naturally con- 
tinues with the man who goes after it. 


And so, among all your other things, be thankful this Thanksgiving Day 
that you have the opportunity to make your own prosperity. Then make it. 


The Franklin Fire Insurance Company has avail- 
able for its agents folders and other advertising ma- 
terial to help them prosper. They'll help, too, if you 
send for them and use them. 








She FRANKLIN FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF PHILADELPHIA 


ORGANIZED APRIL 1829 


CASH CAPITAL $ 1,000,000 


Be thankful for this and 


The main 

















































the American local agency system hangs 
in the balance and as the general agents 
are necessarily absolutely dependent 
‘upon its continuation for their own 
existence and future development then 
automatically the problems of the local 
agent and the general agent, who js 
not in the local business, are insepar- 
ably entwined. For this reason local 
agents throughout the United States 
are, as never before, cooperating with 
non-local writing general agents and: 
both local agents and general agents 
have found the utmost satisfaction in 
the results obtained through their united 
efforts. 
Many New Companies 


“There has never been a time in the 
history of the insurance business when 
sso much new capital was invested in 





HERBERT COBB STEBBINS 
Chairman Executive Committee Associa- 
tion of Fire Insurance General 
Agents 


the business and so many new com- 
panies formed. This is equally true of 
both fire companies and casualty com- 
panies and as many of these new com- 
panies are seeking to operate as inde- 
pendent organizations unaffiliated with 
the recognized insurance bodies and 
many with branch offices soliciting a 
local business and still others offering 
special inducements to insurers, a situa- 
tion has been created which calls for 
the best thought on the part of all in- 
surance men to work out a plan which 
will prevent the demoralization of estab- 
lished local agents, general agents, and 
companies businesses. 

“The menace of the branch office 
is serious and certainly both local agents 
and non-local writing general agents 
should and are uniting in the effort to 
discourage such methods of operation. 

Local Agent Justified 


“A local agent is certainly justified 
in resenting the fact that some other 
large local writing office in his com- 
munity is reimbursed more liberally for 
the writing of local business than he is 
whether it be done directly or indirectly 
and whether his competitor be styled a 
general agent or not. Local agents in 
such cases certainly have a just cause 
for grievance and the result has been 
that they have found their favored com- 
petitors waxing stronger day by day 
with a consequent anemic condition in 
their own business. Is it any wonder, 
therefore, that certain agents lend an 
attentive ear to the blandish proposals 
of certain companies and in their anxiety 
to receive increased compensation fail 
to picture the ultimate result of plac- 
ing their business under the control of 
someone else who may some time ‘take 
from them even that which they have.’ 
' “It is most essential, therefore, for 
all general agents to so represent their 
companies and conduct their agencies 
as to obtain and retain the complete 
support and sympathy of the local 
agents throughout the country. 

“The National Association of General 
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Agents has, within the past year, adopt- 
ed beneficial legislation which is ex- 
pected to effect a new era of progress, 
as future membership in the national 
organization is now dependent upon the 
general agent not being engaged directly 
or indirectly in the local business. 

“In this regard the following resolu- 
tion was adopted in connection with 
‘double header’ agencies: 

“*Whereas the function of a general 
agent is to supervise and develop such 
territory as he is capable of serving, 
and his overriding commission should 
in no sense be a reward for volume of 
business owned or controlled by him in 
a local community: Therefore be it re- 
solved that this association condemns 
the practice of general agency contracts 
being given local agents for the obvious 
purpose of acquiring the local business 
of such agents.’ 

“All right thinking insurance men are 
agreed that the acquisition cost cannot 
possibly be increased and that with the 
gradual reduction of rates every pos- 
sible conservative measure must be 
taken in both the cost of acquisition and 
the underwriting of business when re- 
ceived and to bring about this condition 
certain companies, certain agents and 
certain brokers must all face the facts 
and submit to whatever is necessary 
for the good of the business as a whole. 

“After all, the cure for the ills con- 
fronting us is dependent upon unpreju- 
diced action and genuine cooperation be- 
tween the local agents, the general 
agents and the companies with the final 
antidote in the hands of the body politic. 

“In conclusion, we wonder how it is 
possible for a general agent to justify 
himself in writing direct local business 
thereby taking it away from local agents 
in his community when he, as a gen- 
eral agent, is absolutely dependent upon 
the good will and prosperity of local 
agents for the operation and develop- 
ment of his own general agency busi- 
ness. 


Joins Fire Waste Council 


Announcement is made by the insur- 
ance department of the Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States that the 
American Municipal Association has 
been elected as an organization member 
of the National Fire Waste Council. 
The American Municipal Association is 
a federation of state leagues of munici- 
palities, which in turn includes within 
their memberships the mayors and city 
officials of municipalities throughout the 
country. Don C. Sowers, secretary- 
treasurer of the Colorado Municipal 
League is president of the American 
Municipal Association, and John G. 
Stutz, executive secretary of the League 
of Kansas Municipalities, is its secre- 
tary. The association has appointed 
A. D. McLarty, executive secretary of 
the Illinois Municipal League and Har- 
old D. Smith, director of the Michigan 
Municipal League, to represent the 
association on the council. 





Central States Field Men Meet 


Field men of the Central States Fire 
for Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma 
spent last Friday and Saturday at the 
home office in Wichita receiving in- 
structions for the writing of inland ma- 
rine insurance, which was_ recently 
added to the lines written by the com- 
pany. The conference was held in the 
new offices of the Central States. which 
now occupies the entire 10th floor of 
the Brown building. 


Germanic Fire About Ready 

The Germanic Fire of New York, 
which is being organized by the Inter- 
national Germanic Trust and Interna- 
tional Germanic Company. expects to 
be ready to apply for a license early 
next month. According to present plans, 
the capital and surplus will be paid in 
Dec. 4. Norman T. Robertson, the 
president, is now getting the company 
ready for underwriting operations. He 
does not know whether the company 
will actually begin to write business be- 
fore Jan. 1 or not. 








AMERICAN NATIONAL FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


8 East Long Street COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Capital $500,000 


WILLIAM H. KOOP, President 
ALEXANDER R. PHILLIPS, Vice-Pres. JOHN A. DODD, Vice-Pres. & Sec’y 
GEORGE E. KRECH, Vice-President and Secretary : 
ALLEN W. FLEMING and E. PHILLIP GUSTAFSON, Assistant Secretaries 


Its Name Indicates Its Character Progressive, Yet Conservative 
Operating Along Sound Lines 
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After a movie audience has 
seen a Hartford film it isn’t 
likely to forget who’s who in ine Mg 
insurance circles in that town. \ 

We have film hits for up-and- 
coming Hartford men. Want 


to try one on your public? 





HARTFORD FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
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AUTOMOBILE? 


HoME Orrice “2¢/ fi 
; >S 


, “Many agents have asked me why it 
is the Republic Automobile of De- 
troit is growing as it is—It’s a ques- 


tion I’d like to answer in a private 


interview with you. Just drop a line 
to my company and ask to have the 
‘Republic Special’ call on you.” 

The Republic Special 





‘*An Exclusive 
Automobile Writing Company”’ 







TERRITORY 
OPEN in 
Ohio 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Michigan 
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PROPERTY APPRAISALS 
AID INSURANCE MARKET 


BOOK VALUES NOT ACCURATE 


American Appraisal Sales Manager 
Speaks at Milwaukee Board Meet- 
ing—Explains Methods Used 


MILWAUKEE, Nov. 21.—Appraisals 
of property values extend the market 
for insurance because an _ appraisal 
brings out at least one-third more value 
in property than was ever recorded be- 
fore the appraisal was made, and one 
of the principal things that started the 
appraisal ‘business was the coinsurance 
clause. 

This is what Harry B. Hall, sales 
manager for the American Appraisal 
Co., Milwaukee, told members of the 
Milwaukee Board at their first dinner 
meeting of the season. 


Aid Insurance Market 


Mr. Hall said that his company ap- 
praises about $5,000,000 worth of prop- 
erty every day and at least one-third 
of this value was never on record any 
place due to appreciation and expense 
items. He said that $1,500,000 is added 
every day to the insurance market by 
his company alone, and it is only one 
of more than 600 appraisal companies 
operating in this country. 

Fire insurance does not protect prop- 
erty but it protects property values, he 
told the underwriters, and the question 
of fire insurance hinges on property 
values. Mr. Hall declared that it is 
astonishing to see how many large com- 
panies do not know what the coinsur- 
ance clause means, and he told his aud- 
ience that they cannot hammer this q- 
insurance clause meaning home often 
enough to their clients. The appraisal 
companies are boosting the coinsurance 
clause, and it is necessary for the as- 
sured to know how to apply the clause. 


Book Values Inaccurate 


“Too many firms base their insurance 
on book values and think they are com- 
plying with the coinsurance clause,” said 
Mr. Hall. “Insurance carried on book 
values is a joke, for it is only infre- 
quently that ‘book values take in ap- 
preciation of property, and since the 
income tax, the treatment of expendi- 
tures on property throws book values 


off. There is a large amount of insur- 
able property expense on the books 
on account of the income tax. Depre- 


ciation of the accounting department is 
only an amortization. All of these fac- 
tors can throw the book values out of 


line on the real property values, and 
from this fact, it is easily seen why 
companies are underinsured.” 

Mr. Hall traced the process of ap- 


praising for the underwriters, and said 
that the underlying law of appraising 
must be a set of supportable facts and 
figures and logic back of every valua- 
tion. He said that personal opinion can- 
not be injected into an appraisal of 
property values. 


Inventorying of Property 


The first step in appraisal work is the 
inventorying of the property. The 
property is inspected for its physical 
conditions and everything is inventoried. 
The men who do this work do not fix 
the values—they gather the facts to 
base the valuation on. Specialized di- 
visions at the home office fix the values. 

The cost of reproduction is fixed after 
the inventory is made, and then the de- 
preciation is established. When these 
steps are completed, the appraisal is 
ready for executive review and certifica- 
tion. This is when the property is 
evaluated as a whole, and the land 


values have to be figured in, to give a | 


true value to the whole. 


Difficult to Determine Amount 


The insurance summary of the ap- 
praisal is made to harmonize with the 
insurance forms secured from the agent 
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AGENCY CLASSIFICATION 
IS NOW BEING MADE 


RETURNS STILL COMING IN 


Eastern Underwriters Association Offices 
Want Separation from the Outside 
Companies in the Field 


NEW YORK, Nov. 21.—Members of 
the Eastern Underwriters’ Association 
were expected to report to the organ- 
ization by Nov. 15 the result of the 
circular letter addressed their respective 
agents in “ordinary territory” on Oct. 10 
last,-regarding the representation of non- 
afhliated companies, if any, in their 
offices. Numbers of the companies had 
already furnished the required informa- 
tion and replies from others are being 
received by every mail. According to 
general understanding the great ma- 
jority of the agents are standing by the 
association offices, and either have re- 
signed or intend doing so, their non- 
affiliated connections. 

Will Give More Time If Necessary 


In some instances they are advising 
of their inability to sever relations with 
the outside connections immediately for 
one reason or another. In all cases when 
the assigned cause is a reasonable one; 
additional time allowance is granted. 
The association companies have no dis- 
position to be unreasonable in the mat- 


ter. When final returns are in from all 
association offices considerable time will 
be needed for their tabulation. The 
thousands of agents throughout the 
“ordinary territory” jurisdiction repre- 
sent on the average eight companies 
each, requiring careful searching to 


check and arrange the records. 
All Sides Seem Satisfied 


In not a few cases where agents repre- 
sent both association and non-affiliated 
companies, partners in the office have 
split, each retaining one type of insti- 
tution or the other. Again, while prob- 
ably hundreds of agencies have con- 
cluded to sever all relations with the 
outside offices, on the other hand, the 
latter class of institutions have been 
busy making new connections, their 
field men working overtime in such rela- 
tion. What the final outcome proves 
to be can only be determined later. 
Meanwhile the non-affiliated institutions 
proiess to be well satisfied with the 
result. If they continue to be of like 
mind the general situation will be mark- 
edly improved over that now obtaining; 
for the line of demarcation between the 
two classes of companies will be clearly 
defined. Each will be enabled to carry 
out its underwriting policy unhampered 
by the activities or opinions of the 
other. 


Indiana Insurance Legislators 

Among those who were elected to the 
Indiana legislature in the r*cent election 
are the following insurante men: 
ate, Roscoe Martin, Logansport, and C. 
Herman Pell, Carbon; house, E. G. 
Huber, Evansville; Frank Callie, Colum- 
bus; Thaddeus R. Baker, Massachusetts 
Mutual Life, Indianapolis, and Charles 
T. Jones, Rochester. 


Sen- 


or broker. “The fire insurance business 
is peculiar,” commented Mr. Hall. “You 
have something tangible to sell but no 
means of knowing how much your client 
ought to buy, unless there is an ap- 
praisal.” 

There is no short cut to finding the 
true value of property except by the 
inventory process, Mr. Hall explained, 
and said that the errors are too numer- 
ous in other methods to permit using 
them. 

Mr. Hall said that American prop- 
erty is vastly underinsured and the busi- 
ness of some agents would double, and 
the business of others would increase 
considerably, if all of the clients were 
appraised more frequently. 
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ALCOHOL D ‘DISTILLERY 
HAZARDS INCREASE 





NEW PROBLEMS PRESENTED 





Present Methods of Manufacture Have 
Resulted in Greater Explosion 
and Fire Hazards 





PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 21.—Frohi- 
bition has changed distilleries from 
profitable risks to just the opposite, ac- 
cording to a report on alcohol distil- 
leries just sent to the companies by 
William Vlachos of Vlachos & Co. of 
Philadelphia. The firm does inspection 
work for the companies in the territory 
Trenton to Wilmington. The re- 


from 
port says: ae oe 

‘Thirty years ago ‘distilleries’ were 
very profitable .We had our special 
‘whiskey’ maps, and the more lines we 


could mark up on these maps, the hap- 
pier we were. And, of course, these 
distilleries were profitable because they 


were operated by generations of ex- 
perts, whose first consideration was 
quality and not quantity. 


Prohibition Alters Risks 


“The eighteenth amendment changed 
the nature of our distilleries com- 
pletely. Instead of quality, quantity be- 
came the main issue. The alcohol now 
made by a distillery worth calling a 
distillery is stored in large steel tanks, 
like those used in oil refineries, and the 
alcohol is shipped in steel tank cars, 
just like gasoline is shinned. In other 
words, it is about time that we insur- 
ance men revised our underwriting ideas 
about distilleries completely. 

“We all agree that we must abso- 
lutely decline distilleries doing an illicit 


business, but we must also realize that 
even if the distillers are honorable, 
trouble may be caused by dishonest 


employes. 
Distilling Legitimate Business 


“However, the distilling of alcohol is 
a legitimate business which is bound to 
keep on growing, and already involves 
the investment of millions of dollars. 
It is just as fully entitled to fire and 
explosion insurance as any other line 
of business. What most of us have 
failed to do is to appreciate the physical 
hazard involved in the manufacture otf 
alcohol as it is carried on today. This 
physical hazard is serious. 

“In the first place we must remem- 


ber that ethyl alcohol flashes at 51 
degrees F. and denatured alcohol at 
35 to 50 degrees F., depending on the 


kinds of denaturants used. This means 
that at ordinary temperatures alcohol 
vaporizes freely and flashes freely. 

“Alcohol vapor mixed with air is 
about as explosive as gasoline vapor 
mixed with air. This is fully confirmed 
by our recent costly experiences, which 
also prove the severe handicap sprinkler 
systems are under in plants of this kind. 
Liberal credits for sprinkler protection 
are entirely unwarranted. Burning al- 
cohol gives a hotter flame than any 
other liquid in commercial use. 


Molasses Raw Material 


“The raw material of a large number 
of distilleries is molasses, which is gen- 
erally stored in large steel tanks. Dur- 
ing hot weather this molasses ferments 
spontaneously, and, as anyone knows 
who has climbed to the top of these 
tanks, explosive fumes are freelv liber- 
ated. The enormous fermenting vats 
used in modern distilleries give off large 
volumes of explosive gases. 

“The stills are now run continuously 
andeare of greatly increased capacity, 
producing thousands of gallons. All 
these stills are carefully housed-in. In 
case of a leak, the fumes are confined, 
greatly increasing the explosion hazard. 
The denaturing of the alcohol is also 
done inside various buildings. The de- 
naturants are generally as inflammable 
as alcohol and several denturants hve 
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much lower flash aise’ It is therefore | 
clear that the manufacture of alcohol, as 
at present carried on, in enclosed build- 
ings, involves a serious fire and explo- 
sion hazard.” 


NATIONAL SECURITY FIRE 
TO INCREASE ITS CAPITAL 


LINCOLN, NEB., Nov. 21—Com- 
missioner Dumont has approved an in- 
crease in the capital of the National 
Security Fire of Omaha, subject to ap- 
proval by the stockholders. The direc- 
tors unanimously recommended to the 
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| alreadv 
| be offered to the 


stockholders that the capital be in- 
creased from $500,000 to $1,000,000. The 
additional 
at a price which will also increase the 
surplus by $500,000. President A. J. 
Love stated that at the meeting the 
holders of a large majority of the stock 
indicated their intention to subscribe 
their full quota immediately and the 
present indications are that the stock is 
oversubscribed. This stock will 
stockholders of the 
company without any promotion ex- 
pense whatsoever. 
The company is 
business in 43 states, 


now transacting 
and its underwrit- 






























The Rough Notes Company. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Dear Sir:- 
We install ~y the 


office in March, 1928 ant 
is working to our 


Our desire is to 
of time on the undereri ti 
Keeping. The 1- 


By 


"GBD: 20 


Tue Geo. B. Dittey Company 
INSURANCE AND BONDS 

ot? DOLLAR BAN 

Younostown, Onto 


Ostod 


Attention: Manager-Systens Departaent 


are pleased to advise it 
entire satisfaction. 


We cannot suggest any improvements at 


this time, as every problem encountered has been 
@atisfactorily taken care of in 


bad 
3-4 System makes this possible. 
Very truly yours, 


THE GEO. 


Stz,* 





& BULLDIN: 


er 24th, 1926. 


1-+2-3-4-System in our 


the present systea. 


spend the maxinum amount 
and the sinicum on book- 


President 





















Remarkably Simple 


Inexpensive 








A Wonderful Time-Saver c 
Prevents Mistakes as 


Tells The Whole Truth 


about Your Business 


Send This Telegram> 
TODAY! 


THE ROUGH NOTES 


FOR INSURANCE AGENCIES 


50,000 shares are to be sold | 


The 1-2-3-4 SYSTEM is new only in its improvements. 
four units are based on plans which have been tested by years of 
actual use, in thousands of agencies. 
were devoted to making each unit the best possible tool for its job 
that could be designed. 


Months of concentrated study 


17 


that of the 
with which it is affil- 


ing policy follows closelv 
North America, 
iated. 

Recently, at the request of the Na- 
tional Security, Commissioner Dumont 
joined with the commissioners of Penn- 
sylvania and Alabama in making a con- 
vention examination of the company. 
The report of the examination shows it 
to be in splendid financial condition. 


The plant of the 
Company at Bowling Green, O., Was 
burned a few days ago with a loss of 
$30,000. It is believed that the ice man- 

| ufacturing machines as well as the build- 
| ing are a complete loss. 


Wood County Ice 





Our desire is to spend 
the maximum amount of 
time on underwriting, 
and the minimum on 
bookkeeping. 


The 1-2-3-4 System makes 
this possible.” 


The Geo. B. Dilley Company. 





“Takes Care of Every Problem—” 


The new ROUGH NOoTEs 1-2-3-4 SYSTEM is sweeping the country. 
Introduced January 1, 1928, 1023 local agencies, located in 42 dif- 
ferent states, have already installed all or part of it. 


All of the | 








1:2+3:4 SYSTEM 
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NAME 





SYSTEM DEPARTMENT, ROUGH NOTES, 
222 EAST OHIO ST., 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


SEND COMPLETE INFORMATION ABOUT 1-2- 
3-4 SYSTEM FOR INSURANCE OFFICES. 





ADDRESS. 





CITY. 
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AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO 














CLUB MEETS NOV. 26 
Nov. 26 is the date set for the next 
regular meeting of the Insurance Club 
of Chicago. The meeting will be fol- 
lowed by a stag theater party. On Dec. 
14 the membership campaign of the 
club closes. On this date prizes will be 
awarded. Tihe club already is over half 
way to its quota of 100 new members, 
and expects to fill the quota well ahead 
of the closing date. 

The club’s educational course, given 
by the ‘Chicago Board, is progressing un- 
usually well, with the largest registra- 
tion of students for any course in recent 
years. At the Nov. 26 meeting a speaker 
will address the club membership on the 
educational course. 

The club has under consideration the 
establishment of headquarters in the 
tower to be erected atop the Insurance 
Exchange. Whether the plan will be 
folowed through depends only on how 
successful the club is in obtaining a large 
membership. 

* * 

JAMES EMPLOYES MAKE MERRY 

The Fred S. James & Co. Employes 
Association in the Chicago office gave a 
party at the Congress hotel in that city 


last week. It was the annual dinner 
dance arrariged by the entertainment 
committee. There were 120 guests. 


During the day the election of officers 
took place and the result was made 





known at the dinner. A. G. Whittier of 
the underwriting department in the local | 
office was elected president. B. A. Rech- | 
tiene of the underwriting division of the | 
western department was chosen first 
vice-president; Helen Buck of the loss 





department of the local office, second 
vice-president; Rita Ann O'Neill, secre- 
tary to George W. Blossom, Jr., was | 


urer, was reelected. The association is 
in splendid condition and has been very 
active. During the dinner a number of 
employes sang and played. Annabelle 
Shortt, switchboard operator, amused 
the gathering with her impersonation of 
telephone conversations on part of a 
number of employes. Miss Shortt also 
sang some jazz melodies. Charles 
Buresh, a member of the firm, gave a 


talk. George W. Blossom, head of 
Fred S. James & Co., presented each 
lady with a gold pencil. 

TO GO INTO NEW BUILDING 


The Underwriters Salvage Company 
of Chicago will hold open house in its 
new building 215-227 South Laflin street, 
Dec. 13. A _ buffet luncheon will be 
served. The Salvage Company has been 
located at 771 West Jackson boulevard 
ever since it was established in 1906. 
Its new building of mill construction, 
six stories and basement, all sprinklered, 
is ready for occupancy. The company is 
endeavoring to dispose of as much stock 
as possible in its present location. W. F. 
Forbush, the manager, and H. L. Col- 
brunn, assistant manager, are getting 
everything in tiptop shape for inspec- 
tion. Charles W. Higley of the Han- 
over, president of the Salvage Company, 
his associate officers and members of the 
board of directors will be present to act 
as the reception committee. The new 
building makes a very handsome appear- 
ance. 

* £2 
LOSS MEN ORGANIZE 


The loss superintendents and general 
adjusters of western departments and 
home offices in Western Union territory 
completed their organization, the West- 
ern Loss Association, at a meeting in 


chosen secretary and Max Linde, treas- | Chicago last week by electing M. D. 


| 





Looney of the Hartford as president; 
James Brundrit, Great American, vice- 


president, and S. L. Nelson, North 
| America, secretary and treasurer. The 
executive committee consists of H. L. 





M. D. LOONEY 
President Western Loss Association 


| Dalton, Royal; George W. Lilly, Amer- 


| 
| 
| 


ica Fore; T. E. Heald, National Fire of 
Hartford; Floyd E. Lamerson, Old 
Colony and Boston. There will be 
monthly meetings ‘held. At the meeting 
last week Charles R. Street, vice-pres- 
ident of the Great American, was 
present. 
* * x 
CHICAGO BOARD’S ACTION 

At the special meeting of the Chicago 
Board last week, there was a plurality 
vote in favor of the plan for regulating 
commissions and brokerage gotten up 
by the committee of the Chicago Board 
that had been dealing with the Western 





Union and Western Insurance Bureau. 
It developed an independent report 
largely the work of Manager Ernest 
Palmer and submitted it to the mem- 
bers for consideration. It differed to 
some extent from the tri-lateral agree- 
ment that was reached by the joint com- 
mittee. While the vote last week did 
not give the three-fifths necessary to 
make legislation mandatory, there were 
ten days given to those not voting to 
send in their ballots by mail. 

The plan was presented in two parts. 
The first covered those sections dealing 
with direct and contingent commissions 
to Class 1 members and the second em- 
braced the sections dealing with com- 
missions to Class 2 agents and brokers. 
The vote on the first division was over 
nine to one in its favor. In the second 
section, the vote was even more favor- 
able, it being 20 to 1. It was recom- 
mended by the committee that if the 
project were adopted it would go into 
effect Jan. 1. It does not require the 
approval of the Western Union and 
Western Insurance Bureau. It is purely 
a Chicago Board proposition and the 
Chicago Board is to enforce its own 
rules. 

Under this plan Class 1 members reg- 
ulate their own commissions. A special 
meeting of the board has been called for 


Dec. 3 to amend the constitution and 
by-laws to conform with the present 
rules governing the qualifications of 


members and other related subjects in 
the new agreement. 

It was announced Tuesday by Man- 
ager Ernest Palmer that the necessary 
number of votes have been secured to 


pass both sections. In fact, there are 
considerable votes over the required 
number. 


LIBRARY SPACE ENLARGED 


The Insurance Library in the Insur- 
ance Exchange is expanding and taking 
on the room that was formerly occu- 
pied by the Clearing House. The old 
Clearing House office will be used for 
the book stacks. The present library 
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room will be a lounging and reading 
room. It will be made attractive to all 
who desire to read in the library itself. 
x * * 
CHICAGO STOCK QUOTATIONS 

H. W. Cornelius of Lewis-Dewes & 
Co., Chicago investment house, gives 
the following insurance stock quota- 
tions as of Nov. 19: 





Div. 

per 
Stock Par Bid Asked Share 
Aetna Cas. & S.. 100 1120 1150 $12.00 
*Aetna Fire..... 00 655 6 24.00 
Aetna Life.. 100 900 910 12.00 
Agricultural 25 130 140 4.00 
Allemannia stock: 300 320 10.00 
American Alli... 100 690 710 16.00 


American Auto.. 10 75 eae 2.00 
American Drug... 25 83 86 3.00 
American _—- 5 36 39 1.50 








American Sag 5 30 32 1.00 
American Res.. - 87 92 3.00 
American Salam. 50 73 77 2.50 
American Surety 50 268 278 12.00 
Automobile ..... 100 455 470 eee 
Baltimore Amer. 5 49 51% ons 
Bankers Indem.. 5 22 25 — 
Bankers & Ship.. 100 525 575 18.00 
PE cssedese 100 1190 ae 18.00 
Brooklyn ....... 25 103 109 a 
DEED veccecces 100 450 a 13.00 
SS are 5 32 34 -95 
Garoluime ..cecccce 10 57 61 1.40 
Centl. West Cas. 50 66 72 2.00 
Chicago F. & M. 10 15 17 o-s 
City of N. Y.... 100 595 615 16.00 
Colonial States. 10 28 31 one 
Columb. Natl..... 25 16 20 i 
Com. Casualty... 10 50 54 1.60 
Commonwealth.. 100 750 er 20.00 
Constitu. Indem. 10 32 36 3 
Continental Cas. 10 74 76 1.60 
Continental .. 10 89 91 2.00 
Detroit Fid. & Ss 50 65 71 4.00 
Detroit F. & M.. 100 280 300 10.00 
Detroit Natl..... 25 18 24 1.00 
Eagle Fire, N. J. 20 90 96 4.00 
Emplyrs. Re-Ins. 10 36 37% ieee 
ae ianaewe 5 12 14 ‘ 
Federal, J...- 100 1250 20.00 
Federal is. 25 ie sain ae 
Fidelity & Cas... 25 190 200 5.00 
Fidelitv & Dep.. 50 285 300 8.00 
Fidel.-Phenix ... 10 99 101 2.00 
ek ea 10 51 53 2.50 
Fireman’s Fund. 25 116 120 5.00 
Po ee 10 45 47 2.20 
ee 25 400 410 8.00 
Genl. Cas. & Sur. ... 30 50 k 
General Surety... 25 137 147 ‘ 
Georgia Cas..... 5 20 25 ‘ 
Glens Falls..... 10 63 66 1.60 
Globe & Rutgers 100 2890 ve 44.00 
Great Amer. Cas. 25 15 20 ves 
Great Am.Indem. 10 73 76 noe 
Great Amer. Ins. 10 50 52 1.60 
Great Lakes..... 10 11 3 1.00 
Guaranty ....... 100 215 230 10.00 
oo ae 10 55 58 ena 
Halifax Fire.... 10 44 47 -60 
Hamilton eee 350 400 4.00 
Hanover .... 7 R1 1.00 
Harmonia 7 75 1.40 
Hartford R50 R65 20.00 
Hartford St. Boil. 100 715 740 18.90 
Henry Clav Fire 19 SERS ese 60 
Home, N. Y..... 100 585 600 20.00 
Home Fire Secur 10 52 BS aaa 
Homestead ..... 19 44 47 60 
Hudson Casualty 5 8 10 10 
Tmvort. & Exp... 25 90 94 4.00 
Independ. Indem. 10 21%, 24 a) 
Independence ... 10 18 22 #0 
Ins. Co. of N. A. 10 81 83 2.00 
Towa National... 100 160 cae 8.00 
Lincoln, N. Y... 20 90 96 4.50 
Lioyds Plate Gl. 100 270 es 14.9 
Md. Casualty. 25 187 174 5.nn 
Mass. Bonding... 100 550 600 12.00 
Merchants, Com. °%5 400 430 R.N0 
Merchants, Pfd.. 100 126 nore 7.00 
Mechanics ...... 25 190 _ 2.50 
Merchants. R. IT. 5A 115 120 ° 
Merch. & Mfrs... 5 20 25 ne 
Metropolitan Fire 10 11 1.00 
Milwke. Mech.. 10 48 fl 1.80 
BE cccscece BO 54 57 near 
National Cas..... 10 52 55 1.90 
National, Conn.. 100 1130 1160 20.00 
National T.iberty 5 32%, 34% ae 
National Union... 190 335 re 12.00 
National Surety. 100 303 305 10.00 
New Amster.Cas. 10 72 74 FRM 
New Brunswick. 10 53 57 1.20 
New Cent. Cas... 50 aie aad 5.00 
New Fngland.... 10 50 55 rr 
New Hampshire. 100 520 ae 16.90 
New Jersey..... 20 65 7 1.80 
New York Cas.. 25 101 195 4.00 
OT eee 25 149 145 es 
Northern ....... 25 125 125 3.75 
North River..... 25 RTE 29n 7.75 
N. W. National. 25 210 217 soe 
Necidental te 95 30 ae 
Pacific Fire...... 25  ——- 4.00 
Pacific Indem. 50 210 pad oma 
Peonles National 5 RKIoaRRYG se 
Philadel. Natl.. 10 25 28 “ae 
Phoenix, Conn... 190 820 845 20.00 
Pioneer Fire.... 20 20 ons oes 
Preferred Acci.. 100 535 560 12.00 
Presidentl. F&M. 25 29 21 er 
Prov.-W ag sews Dee 790 870 16.00 
Public Fire. . 5 26 29 ae 
Reliance 10 25 27 1.20 
Rhode Island. 190 240 RR5 19.90 
a 25 214 216 6.00 
Seaboard Surety. 10 20 24 mee 
Security, N. H... 25 125 130 2.00 
Southern Suretv. 10 39 40 1.60 
Svrinefield F.&M. 25 215 4.00 
St. Paul F. & M. 5 210 4.00 


Stuvvesant 0 
Sylvania Fire.... 10 27 


225 
25 216 
Standard Acci... 50 325 375 6.00 
315 
30 


Div. 

Per 
Stock Par Bid Asked Share 
Transpor. Indem. 10 26 28 ° 
Transpor. Insur. 25 40 46 ose 
Travelers ....... 100 1585 1610 22.00 
United States... 10 116 120 os 
U. S. Casualty.. 100 425 435 10.00 
U. S. Fid. & Guar. 50 420 430 10.00 
U. S. Mer. & Sh. 100 445 465 8.00 
Universal ...:... 23 80 85 3.50 
WROMMET 2ccncens 10 26 29 1.20 
Virginia F. & M. 25 130 145 4.50 
WL. wie-a 3.0 0 e010 100 150 i 12.00 
Westchester .... 10 97 99 2.50 


*Ex Rights (Rts. 280-287). 
* * x 


CHICAGO AGENTS NAMED 
_R. E. James & Co., Chicago, get the 
Cook County representation of the 
Bronx Fire, one of the Corroon & 


Reynolds companies, while R. N. Craw- 
ford & Co., also of Chicago, get the 





Cook County agency for the Sylvania 
Fire, another of the Corroon & Reynolds 
group. 
x * * 
INSURANCE BROKERS’ MEETING 


The Insurance Brokers Association of 
Chicago through its board of directors 
will investigate the new rules adopted 
by the Chicago Board, which place full- 
time brokers on the same level as class 
2 agents. However, after Jan. 1, 1930, 
there is a provision in the new rules 
that brokers must pay for office space 
and stenographic hire. The directors 
have appointed a special committee to 
look into the commission plan. Some 
suggest a flat brokerage for the entire 
city rather than a graded scale accord- 
ing to locality. Under the Chicago 
Board’s new rules brokers are paid 15 
and 20 percent downtown and 15 and 
25 percent outside. The brokers may 
back a bill in the forthcoming legisla- 
ture requiring a license for brokers and 
establishing qualifications to secure a 
license. 

. + a 

H. M. Power has moved his office to 

A-1855 Imsurance Exchange, Chicago. 
* * * 

Arthur Waller of New York, associate 
manager of the Royal Exchange, has 
been in Chicago, having the western field 
men in conference. John Bauer of Chi- 
cago acted as the official resident host. 

* + &* 

The Chicago branch office of the Penn- 
sylwania ‘Surety, of which Roy Lill is 
manager, moved this week to larger 
quarters in the new section of the In- 
surance Exchange Building. It will oc- 
cupy suite A-1157. 


TAKE ACTION TO COLLECT 
ON MUTUAL ASSESSMENTS 


ROCHESTER, N.-Y., Nov. 21.— 
Francis M. Wandell of the New York 
insurance department is in this city to 
collect assessments levied against pol- 
icyholders of mutual organizations. 
Since 1921 the state department has 
taken over 30 assessment mutuals. As- 
sessments have been levied by the in- 
surance commissioner on policyholders 
oi these companies to get enough money 
to pay the outstanding indebtedness 
which consists of claims and judgments. 
Mr. Wandell is having summons served 
on policyholders who have failed to 
pay the assessments. There have been 
500 of these suits started in Rochester. 

Charies H. Tuke, vice-president of the 
Casualty Insurance Club of Rochester, 
advised all persons who have been as- 
sessed to pay immediately because it 
will save court costs. He said that in 
Beha vs. Weinstock, 247, New York, 
£21 Court of Appeals, Weinstock was 
insured in the National Automobile Mu- 
tual Casualty. He carried the matter 
of assessments through the courts to 
try to be relieved, but was unsuccessful. 

Sheriff Sardeson of Chautauqua coun- 
ty has been given 665 executions of 
judgment by the state insurance depart- 
ment to serve upon as many policy- 
holders of the defunct Fidelity Coopera- 
tive Fire of Mayville, N. Y. Individual 
judgments have been granted against 
this number of former policyholders and 
must be served as such in order to be 
legal. This is believed to be one of 
the largest tasks of this kind ever given 
to a public official in this part of the 





state. 

























































































“Why Lose Time 


Deciding Losses?” 


Your client, in event of a loss, desires a quick, 
prompt settlement on the true value of his property. 


Can you, as an insurance man, estimate true insur- 
able value? Do you really insure your client? 


The LLOYD-THOMAS method of appraisals can 
accurately ascertain this true insurable value of 
property. 


Recommend a LLOYD-THOMAS appraisal to your 
client. A true value will be found by expert appraisers. 
Using this, you can fit your insurance to the needs of 
your client’s property. In event of loss, a quick, prompt 
and equitable payment can be made. 


“WHAT hag AW es is « complete classified inventery 
@ insurable property (except stock, A ~ and raw materials). 
Each item of property ° valued at today’s cost to replace new. The 
— <a depreciation is determined and the sound insurable 
va. given. 


“ITs AGVARTAOEL-e discovers insurable values that have 
long been written the books through unscientific depreciation— 
@nd—It gives the agent, the assured, and the companies value facts of 
property. Srd—It makes for adequate insurance protection, for in 
nearly every instance it calls for additional insurance.’ 





The |loyd-Ihomas Co. 
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Quotations and Statistics gladly furnished. 


CHARLES SINCERE & COMPANY 
231 So. La Salle St. 
Branch Office, Palmer House All Phones State 2400 


Chicago Board of Trade 
Asso. Member, N. Y. Curb Ase’a. 


New York Stock Exchange 
Chicago Stock Exchange 





Refer to Quotations that appear regularly in 
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Duplication of Names Confusing 


in the 
companies has been 
the under- 
writing field for a long time past and 


DupLicaTION or close similarity 


titles of insurance 
a troublesome question in 
still persists. It is rendered more acute 
through the 


ganizations 


large number of new or- 


formed or in 
the present time. 
The name of an insurance company be- 


highly valuable for 


recently pro- 


cess of creation at 
in- 
the 
are. 
close 


comes a asset 


stitutions managed, 
great the 
The names bearing 
resemblance thereto and apt to mislead 
any but the most observing is a mani- 
fest injustice that should not be allowed 
by the insurance departments. 

With the limitless number of words 
in the English language to choose from 


capably as 


majority of companies 


selection of 


there should be 
ing titles 
would be 


no difficulty in 
for new corporations that 
distinct from any already in 
use, and 
and old, to stand 
upon its own merits, and neither to pro- 
the merits or suffer 
through the shortcomings of any other. 
At the 
made, 


tion, new 


fit because of 
present time 
in the one case to a federal court 
and in another to a state insurance de- 
partment, by established 


long com- 


squarely | 


protest has been | 


| a serious 


panies against the titles selected by two | 


newly formed organizations which 
closely infringe those already in use; 
a procedure that would be wholly un- 
necessary had _ distinctive corporate 


names been chosen by these 


in the 


companies 
first place. 


Interest in Insurance Stocks 


INSURANCE men are more interested in 
insurance stocks than ever before. Three 
or four years ago the insurance stock 
market excited but little interest. The 
fluctuations up or down were immaterial. 
Insurance men as a large group did not 
the stock in the The 
investment have how- 
ever, a keen interest in insurance stocks. 


own companies. 


houses created, 
Market values have gone far above what 
the intrinsic worth really calls for. Peo- 
ple seem to buy insurance stocks by bas- 
ing their faith on the future. 

It would seem, that in 
hazardous a business as fire and casualty 
insurance the market value should never 
get that the yield is 
only 2% or 3 percent or even less. The 
upward trend of insurance stock values 
has caused something of a delusion as to 
insurance profits on part of the public. 
The reaction has not been favorable to 
insurance from the standpoint of gen- 
public relations. The people un- 
doubtedly have gotten a false idea as to 


however, so 


so high current 


eral 


. stocks. 


insurance possibilities. During the last 
few years the stock market has been ex- 
ceedingly favorable to surplus increases. 
With more conservative underwriting the 
losses from that end have been reduced. 
Insurance is on a more stable basis, but 
it is liable at any time to have a catas- 
trophe that will have a material effect on 
its funds. The stock market will not al- 
ways be so friendly. When companies 
are hit by a declining stock market and 
heavy losses there will be a different 
story to tell. 

From one point of view it is desirable 
to have a wide distribution of insurance 
When people own shares in any 
great business they are keener students 
of it. Local agents have been investing 
stocks of their 
we believe desir- 


in a large measure in 
companies. This 
able practice. 


is a 


and the companies more closely together 
and make each see the other’s viewpoint 
which is a de- 


more intelligently, 


sirable result. 


most 


Need for Variety Seen 


said that variety is “the 
spice of life.” But it is much more than 
thet. It is one of the very essentials of 
a correct diet of living, just as variety of 
food is an f a correct diet of 
nourishment. 


Ir has been 


essential 


As the soil of agricultural land requires 


rotation of crops in order to produce the 
so does the soil of our inner 
variety of treatment in order 
to remain elastic and fertile, and to enable 
us to produce the best that we are cap- 
able of —Otto H. Kahn, New York 


financier. 


best results, 
being require 


It should tie the agents 


select- | 


would permit each organiza- | 











Lewis W. Pitcher, who offices in the 
Fred S. James agency in Chicago, re- 
ceived last week the congratulations of 
his friends and associates on his having 
attained his 80th birthday. Mr. Pitcher 
was born in Port Byron, N. Y., and was 
educated in the public schools there. In 
1864 he enlisted in an artillery company 


and served in the war until October, 
1865. Following the war he studied law 
and telegraphy and at various times 


since has served the tne Union and 
Atlantic & Pacific telegraph companies 
and also several railroads. In 1868 Mr. 
Pitcher entered the grain and provision 
business in Chicago, and entered the in- 
surance business more than 20 vears 
ago. He has been in the Fred S. James 
office about 20 years. He is a member 
of the Columbia post of the G. A. R. 
and is a member of several athletic or- 
ganizations. He is president of the Ill 
nois Senior Golf Association. 


Einar Barfod, 


former Pennsylvania in- 
surance commissioner, will sail from 
Philadelphia in March with Gifford 
Pinchot, former governor of Pennsyl- 
vania, for an eight months cruise of the 
South Seas. The tour will cover 15,000 
miles and will be conducted to study the 
mysteries of a little frequented region of 


the world. Every member of the party 
| will do regular seaman’s duty, Gov. 
Pinchot announced at his home in 
Milford, Pa., where he made the an- 


nouncement of his plans. Several noted 
naturalists will accompany the party. 


Mrs. R. W. Troxell, Springfield, IIl., 
wife of the well known local agent who 
was recently elected president of the 
Illinois Association of Insurance Agents, 
is in a hospital there, having undergone 
operation. Mrs, Troxell is a 
general favorite among her many friends. 


J. A. McCandless, president of the 
Home of Hawaii, is seriously ill at his 
home in the East Bay district, San 


Francisco. 


Judge Felix Hebert of Providence, 
R. I., well-known in the insurance field 
and especially in the legal end, was 
| elected United States Senator from 
Rhode Island on the Republican ticket. 
He defeated a Democratic Senator who 
had held the office for more than ten 
years. 

Fred A. Betts, who was insurance 








commissioner of Connecticut in 1895, 


died in Pittsburgh, Pa., the past week, 
aged 71 years. The body was taken to 
New Haven for burial. Mr. Betts was 


prominent in state politics for many 
years. His career in the commissioner’s 
office was somewhat stormy, and later 
he became involved in financial and in- 
suirance troubles in New York state. 
R. P. DeVan of Charleston, W. Va., 
president of the National Association of 
Insurance Agents, won the premier prize 
at the golf tournament at the time of 
the convention of the Illinois Associa- 
tion of Insurance 
for getting the low net score. The 
was donated by W. H. Hansmann of 
Chicago, manager of the Fidelity & De- 
posit. Aside 
ance man, Mr. 
skillful golfer. 
Charles F. Hobbs, newly elected 
surance commissioner of Kansas, this 
month, is a native of that state. He 
was born in Osage county, attended 
the common schools and then came to 
Topeka and took a business course in 
a local business college. He became a 
bookkeeper and then went into account- 
ancy practice. He made his home at 
Baldwin for some years and was fre- 
quently called in an accountancy 
specialist by insurance companies. 
In 1917 he became an examiner 


in- 


as 


for 


Agents at Springfield | 
prize | 





| the 
' of annua! 

















CHARLES F, 
Elected Kansas Commissioner 


HOBBS 


the 
some 


Kansas insurance department in 
difficult cases and has been with 
the department ever since, serving under 
Carey J. Wilson, Frank L. Travis and 
William R. Baker. He became actuary 
for the department in 1921 and bas been 
actuary ever si in direct charge 
statements and taxes for 
department. 

He became a candidate for superin- 
tendent of insurance six years ago when 


since, 


the 


William R. Baker was nominated by 
the Republicans in the primary. He 
sought the nomination again this year 
against John B. Smith, the present as- 


sistant commissioner, and won by a fine 


majority in the primary and carried the 
wsual Republican majority in the elec- 
tion over J. A. Lower, the Democratic 


candidate. 


F. J. Breen of Chicago, state agent of 
the Standard Fire of Trenton, who un- 
derwent a severe operation at St. Luke’s 
hospital, has returned to his home. He 
expects to get to his office about Dec. 1, 
but will not be able to travel until the 
first of the year. 


John R. Cooney of Chicago, assistant 
manager of the Firemen’s group in its 
western department, who becomes as- 
sistant manager for the Pacific Coast, 
expects in a few days to go to the home 
office of Newark, get in contact with 
the officers and then will go to San 
Francisco for a month, getting his bear- 
ings there before finally locating on the 
coast with his family. Mr. Cooney is 
one of the active and forceful young 
men who have graduated from the field. 
He has had a most excellent training, 
is a student of underwriting and coupled 
with this possesses a dynamic personal- 
ity that carries him a long way. 


—_ 


Shirley E. Moisant, secretary of the 
Illinois Association of Insurance Agents, 


| presided at the district conference of the 


| kakee, 


from being a good insur- | 
DeVan is regarded as a | 


| W. Hefter, 


Illinois Chamber of Commerce at Kan- 
Iil., his home city, Thursday of 
this week. Mr. Moisant is vice-president 
of the Illinois chamber. Among the 
speakers were President Scott Brown of 
the Illinois chamber; C. V. Gregory, 
editor of the “Prairie Farmer”; Charles 
president of the Chicago 
Store of Kankakee; M. R. Livingston 
of A. Livingston & Sons of Blooming- 
ton and Frank W. Bond, Chicago ad- 
vertising man. . 


The Importers & Exporters and Mo- 
hawk have promoted Assistant Secretary 
Charles W. Begg to be secretary. H. G. 
Richard was made assistant secretary ir 
charge of the metropolitan office. 
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INSURANCE IN INDUSTRY 


OLD. Giant streams of water bearing away the precious nuggets 
which journey on to become in the form of coins the basic 
currency of the world. Standard of commercial exchange. 

Insurance. Spreading protection over wealth and industry. 
Safeguarding the credit structure of the world’s business. 

Gold. Insurance. Both stabilizing forces of fixed value. For, 
when tested by just losses, insurance policies in companies like the 
American Eagle, always prove themselves worth one hundred cents 
on the dollar. 










AMERICAN EAGLE ‘ 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
y scene EIGHTY MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK.N.Y. 


ERNEST STURM. Crainman oF tre Boano 
PAUL L.HAID, Presiocnr. 


CASH CAPITAL—ONE MILLION DOLLARS 





CHICAGO : DALLAS - SAN FRANCISCO 
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AGENTS AGAIN SEEK HEARING 


West Virginia Committee Preparing 
New Letter to Be Sent to Uniformity 
Association Members 


CHARLESTON, W. VA., Nov. 21.— 
A committee appointed by the executive 
committee of the West Virginia Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents at its recent 
meeting in Charleston is preparing a let- 
ter which will be forwarded to every 
member of the West Virginia Uni- 
formity Association by the secretary, 
C. I, Thornburg of Huntington. 

It is another effort on the part of the 
agents to get a hearing with their re- 
spective home offices. When they met 
at Parkersburg, their hope was to be 
permitted to discuss the subject of a 
new form of contract and terms thereof 
with their companies. Instead, however, 
they were in due time handed a contract 
form sent out by each company to its 
West Virginia agents. 

The haste with which this contract 
form was prepared, the agents say, is 
evidenced by the fact that when it ar- 
rived it was found defective. Agents 
have so notified certain of the compa- 
nies, and now it is rumored that another 
form is to be sent, correcting the errors 
of language so that the terms will con- 
form with existing insurance laws in 
West Virginia. 

At this time it seems to appear that 
agents will have to readjust their busi- 
ness. They will either clear or decide 
to run mixed agencies under the terms 
offered or seek non- -uniformity compa- 
nies. Some of the agencies are in cor- 
respondence seeking how best to re- 
adjust. Some have simply sent in resig- 
nations and to these some companies 
send back a prompt acceptance while 
others express regret and ask for re- 
consideration by the agents. 

It is a busy time for special agents 
and a most uncomfortable one for local 
agents. 





BUREAU FIELD MEN MEETING 





Plans Are Discussed for Saving Na- | 


tional Liberty Agents for Other 
Member Companies 


COLUMBUS, O., Nov. 21.—A, spe- 
cial meeting of the Western Insurance 
Bureau field men was called this week. 
Officers of companies and western man- 
agers are in attendance. The meeting 
is called to consider conditions arising 
out of the National Liberty-Home of 
New York deal. In Ohio separation 
cannot be enforced, but many agencies 
have cleared. However, there are a 
large number of mixed agencies in the 
state. The National Liberty has a large 
business in Ohio and evidently the Bu- 
reau field men are to be massed for an 
attack. 

It is known that verbal complaint of 
some actions in the contest for agencies 
has been made to the insurance com- 
missioner. It is understood the depart- 
ment takes the position that it will take 
no action unless complaint is made in 
writing and supported by evidence, or 
unless definite information is brought to 
the attention of the department which 
will warrant action by it. 

The issue of separation is said to be 
involved. While the Ohio department 
has never issued a formal written ruling 
on this subject, the department did take 
a clear stand against separation a few 
years ago on the ground that such 
action would be in violation of Ohio 
anti-compact laws. 











“EVEN BREAK” IN CLEVELAND 


Loss Situation Generally Satisfactory 
but Premiums for Year Are Not 
Holding Up 


CLEVELAND, Nov. 21.—Cleveland, 
which had a heavy fire loss the first 
three months of 1928, is rapidly recov- 
ering from that setback and many 
agents anticipate a normal loss for the 
year as a whole. Premiums, however, 
are not holding up in this territory, al- 
though conditions hgve improved the 
past two months. Some look for business 
to break about even this year, with a 
brighter outlook for the future. Other 
cities in northern Ohio, including 
Youngstown and Akron, have had a 
comparatively smaller fire loss. Both 
Cleveland and _ surrounding territory 
have shown big improvement in general 
business conditions. Employment is 
much advanced over the same period 
last year and manufacturing concerns 
are operating to capacity in many cases. 


Lacquer Hazard a Problem 


While Cleveland has suffered several 
big fires to date, the moral hazard has 
not been questioned to any extent. One 
of the biggest problems facing fire in- 
surance men in this city today is the 
la¢quer hazard. Many automobile and 
body companies have found it difficult 
to conform to regulations for one rea- 
= or another. Since this is a more or 
ess 


‘s new situation, companies using 
paint and lacquer ‘have not anticipated 
the change and consequently found 


many obstacles in their path. Many of 
them have no outside building space 
for separate enclosures and others find 


it difficult to remodel their wooden 
structures. Still others object to placing 
their lacquer department a hundred 


yards or so outside of the main plant. 
They contend it means considerable loss 
of time. The situation, however, is im- 
proving daily as the companies in- 
volved become: gradually educated to 
the requirements of the present day.. 


Ohio Tax Case Up 


The case of the Metropolitan 
for itself and others, against the state 
of Ohio, in which the insurance com- 
pany seeks to prevent the collection of 
the extra one half of 1 per cent tax 
on foreign insurance companies doing 
business in Ohio, was called in the Ohio 
supreme court this week. In the com- 
mon pleas and appeals courts the action 
was decided in favor of the companies, 
the courts having held that the law is 
retroactive. The state insurance depart- 
ment, which is represented by former 
Judge C. S. Younger, of the attorney 
general’s office, has carried the case to 
the state supreme court. 


Life, 


Guy Gives Radio Talk 


Allen C. Guy, manager of the Colum- 
bus branch of the Western Adjustment, 
will give a radio talk over WEAO in 
Columbus one evening next month on 
“Safety Measures in Rural Districts and 
What to Do Before and After Fires.” 
This is one of series to be given under 
the auspices of the Ohio Fire Prevention 
Association. Harry K. Hughes of Colum- 
bus was the speaker a few evenings ago. 





A. W. Parsons Dead 


Albert W. Parsons, vice-president and 
general underwriting manager of the 
National Mutual, Celina Mutual Casualty 
and Mercer Casualty, all of Celina, O., 
died at his home in Celina after a very 
short illness. He was 61 years old. He 
joined the National Mutual ten years 
ago. 

Prior to his connection with the Celina 





companies he was prominent in the field 
in Ohio having acted as state agent for 
several companies, among them the 
Citizens of St. Louis. He was for years 
one of the best known independent ad- 
justers in Ohio, and had a host of 
friends among the insurance fraternity 
of the state. 


Would Abolish Fire Marshal 


COLUMBUS, O., Nov. 21—Experts who 
have made a survey of the situation have 
recommended to an Ohio legislative com- 
mittee on finance the abolishing of the 
state fire marshal’s office and the dele- 
gation of these powers to city authori- 
ties. On the other hand the state fire 
marshal in the preparation of his budget 
for the new year urges that an official 
be provided for whose duty would be the 
instruction of volunteer fire companies 
in small towns as to the handling of 
fire fighting equipment. 


Inspection of Athens, O. 


At the inspection at Athens, O., this 
week, 187 inspections were made, 164 
defects were found and 271 recommen- 
dations were made. At the luncheon 
Harold C. Davis of Columbus, secretary 
of the Ohio Fire Prevention Association, 
spoke. In the evening at a smoker the 
principal address was delivered by Allen 
Cc. Guy, manager of the Columbus office 
of the Western Adjustment. 


New Cleveland Agency 


CLEVELAND, Nov. 21.—The Mid-West 
Insurance Agency Company, with offices 
in the Society for Savings building, a 
corporation operated by Alfred Fritzsche, 
has been admitted to Class 1 member- 
ship in the Insurance Board of Cleve- 
land with the sole agency for the Mer- 
chants & Manufacturers Fire. Mr. 





Fritzsche is the son of Alfred Fritzsche 
of the Grinnell Company. He has had 
several years of experience in the insur. 
ance business. 


Cleveland Insurance Board Meeting 


At the meeting of the Insurance Boarg 
of Cleveland, President W. E. Flick. 
inger announced that at the December 
meeting some important matters bear. 
ing upon some fundamental regulations 
will be discussed. Harry Collins Spill. 
man, director of education of the Rem. 
ington-Rand Company, gave an address 
on “Salesmanship.” 


Ohio Notes 


Robert L. Stoecklin, examiner in the 
home office of the Phoenix of Hartford, 
is spending part of his vacation in Cin- 
cinnati. 

Harry Carey, who has been with the 
Underwriters Adjusting Company in 
Columbus for a long time, has resigned 
and gone to Florida where he will engage 
in adjustment work. 


The most recent entry in the inter. 
chamber fire waste contest conducted by 
the National Fire Waste Council, under 
the auspices of the Chamber of Commerce 
of the United States is Conneaut, O. 

Robert M. Jefferson, who has been as- 
sociated with Franklin J. Macklin, fire 
insurance agent in Columbus, O., has 
joined the forces of King & Brown, 
—— agents for the Mutual Benefit 

e 


Arthur Hoffman, Cleveland local agent, 
has taken his son, Homer Hoffman, into 
partnership and the agency will be 


known as Arthur Hoffman & Son. Offices 


will be located in the Plain Dealer 
building. 
Harry H. Tamplin of the Davis-Tam- 


plin agency of Troy, O., is ill in Christ 
Hospital, Cincinnati. Mr. Tamplin suf- 
fered an attack of influenza some time 
ago and has never recovered from its 
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effects. 











EXPLAIN DESIRED STATUTES 


Livingston, Winter and Clyde B. Smith 
Tell Grand Rapids Agents of 
Proposed Legislation 


21. 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICH., Nov. 
—Projected legislation to be sponsored 
by the state insurance department and 
the Michigan Association of Insurance 
Agents was explained in some detail at 
a meeting last week of the Grand Rap- 
ids Fire & Casualty Underwriters Asso- 
ciation. 

Commissioner Charles D. Livingston, 
President Fred Winter of the Michigan 
association and Clyde B. Smith, chair- 
man of the executive committee of the 
National association and also of the 
state association legislative committee, 
were special guests. 

Commissioner Livingston explained 
his pet legislative project, the proposed 
passage of a qualification law for agents. 
He said such a law has proved success- 
ful in excluding unfit agents in other 
states and, in view of the apparent need 
here, it would appear more than prob- 
able that placing of a similar statute 
here would prove of inestimable value 
to the department, to properly qualified 
agents, and to the status of the business 
as a whole. 


Support Commissioner’s Plan 


Both Mr. Winter and Mr. Smith urged 
support of the commissioner’s plan. 
They also told of the state association’s 
plans to keep a check on all proposed 
legislation during the ensuing session of 
the Michigan lawmakers, starting in 
January, and assured the agents that 
every effort will be made to aid con- 
structive legislation and to prevent pass- 
age of inimical proposals. Mr. Winter 
also spoke in behalf of the state asso- 
ciation and Mr. Smith for the National 
organization, both speakers explaining 
the valuable service afforded the local 





boards through their state and national 
affiliations. Frank Row, a local agent, 
was another speaker. President George 
Brickle of the local association was in 
the chair. 





SOLICIT MICHIGAN BUSINESS 


Insurance Department Objects to Mail 
Operations of Chicago Lloyds 
Through Trade Association 


LANSING, MICH., Nov. 21.—Strong 
objection is being raised by the Mich- 
igan department to the operations in 
this state of Chicago Lloyds through 
the National Association of Retail 
Clothiers & Furnishers insurance serv- 
ice department. Solicitation of fire busi- 
ness is being made through the mails, 
according to information in the hands 
of department officials, and members of 
the merchants’ organization are urged 
to save 25 percent on their fire premiums 
through using the facilities provided by 
the insurance service, the exact nature 
of which is not stated in the preliminary 
literature. It has been determined by 
the department, however, that Chicago 
Lloyds, whose application for a Mich- 


igan license has been rejected, is the 
carrier utilized. 
The department is somewhat in a 


quandary as to what steps can be taken 
to curb these mail-order activities as 
the state’s authority, of course, does 
not extend to insurance contracts ne- 
gotiated wholly by mail. It has been 
determined, however, that every effort 
will be made to inform the merchants 
whose business is sought of the fact 
that contracts of this sort are outlawed 
in Michigan courts and that any con- 
troversy arising out of such coverage 
would therefore be difficult of settle- 
ment. ‘ 

With publicity as its weapon, it 1s 
expected that the department will con- 
vince most reputable Michigan mer- 
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LOYAL TO PRINCIPLE—TO LOYAL AGENTS, LOYAL 





A. H. HASSINGER, Vice President WELLS T. BASSETT, Vice President 


JANUARY 1ST, 1928, STATEMENTS 


ORGANIZED 1855 


FIREMEN’S INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 





ASSETS LIABILITIES CAPITAL NET SURPLUS POLICYHOLDERS 
$40,000,136.83 $19,459,279.01 $7,500,000.00 $13,040,857.82 $20,540,857.82 





ORGANIZED 1853 


THE GIRARD F. & M. INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
$6,000,966.28 $2,930,594.84 $1,000,000.00 $2,070,371.44 $3,070,371.44 





ORGANIZED 1854 


MECHANICS INSURANCE CO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
$4,828,245.29 $2,820,808.68 $600,000.00 $1,407,436.61 $2,007,436.61 





ORGANIZED 1866 


NATIONAL-BEN FRANKLIN FIRE INS. CO. 


OF PITTSBURGH, PA. 
$4,907,721.63 $2,557,216.60 $1,000,000.00 $1,350,505.03 $2,350,505.03 





ORGANIZED 1871 


SUPERIOR FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


OF PITTSBURGH, PA. 
$4,835,369.35 $2,520,317.56 $1,000,000,00 $1,315,051.79 $2,315,051.79 





ORGANIZED 1870 


CONCORDIA FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


OF MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
$5,250,424.26 $2,567 ,447.92 $1,000,000.00 $1,682,976.34 $2,682,976.34 





ORGANIZED 1886 


CAPITAL FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
OF CONCORD, N. H. 








$760,298.04 $375.00 $300,000.00 $459,923.04 $759,923.04 
TOTAL OF ASSETS TOTAL OF LIABILITIES TOTAL NET PREMIUMS 
$66,583, 161.68 $32,856,039.61 $25,684,495.78 
WESTERN DEPARTMENT ee eid dial 
844 Rush Street NEWARK, NEW JERSEY RTMENT 


Chicago, Illinois 60 Sansome Street 


H. A. CLARK, Manager ate ee San Francisco, California 
Assistant Managers - ay Stree 
H. R. M. SMITH TORONTO, CANADA W. W. —— Me = 
JAMES SMITH JOHN R. COONEY MASSIE & RENWICK, Limited, 


Managers 
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JOHN KAY, Vice President and Treasurer 
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SAFE FOR AGENTS — BEST FOR ASSURED 


WESTCHESTER 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY OF NEW YORK 
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OLD and THOROUGHLY RELIABLE 
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WESTCHESTER 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY OF NEW YORK 
Western Department: 
111 W. Jackson Boulevard 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
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Add to Your Profits from 
Fire and Casualty by Taking 
on a Splendid Life Line 


HE Largest Mixed Insurance Company in the 

World recently Established a Life Department. 
There is a Pronounced Trend in that Direction. 
Agencies are adding Life to Fire, Casualty, Surety, 
etc. You, too, may Enlarge your Profits without 
Increasing Fixed Costs. 

The most Satisfactory Life Contract Available 
is that of the Columbus Mutual —the Company 
which 20 years ago Eliminated Middlemen and 
Diverted the Huge Expense of their Maintenance 
into Savings for Policyholders and Agents. Its 
System makes possible Low Cost Insurance, Gen- 
erous Commissions, and VESTED Renewals. There 
are No Restrictions in Territory. Each Contract is 
a Direct Home Office Contract—no Intermediaries 
between. The Agency that Produces gets ALL the 
Commissions. 


Send today for this Distinctive and highly suc- 
cessful Company’s Proposition. Write your Name 
and Address on the Margin of this Advertisement 
and Forward. 


THE COLUMBUS MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


C.W. Brandon, Pres. 

















chants of the objectionable nature of the 
insurance service offered, dodging as it 
does all state regulation, payment of 
the usual state tax, and leaving the 
local agent and his service out of the 
picture altogether. It will also be 
pointed out that, were such an insur- 
ance transaction carried out directly 
through agency channels, it would con- 
stitute a felony on the part of the 
Lloyds’ representative and also the wil- 
ful purchaser of such coverage. It is 
not thought probable that Michigan 
clothiers will decide in favor of con- 
ducting their insurance business in a 
manner that would be felonious were 
it not for the screen erected by the mail 
service. 


Two Cities Inspected 
The Illinois Fire Prevention Associa- 
tion inspected DeKalb Wednesday of this 
week and will inspect Sycamore Thurs- 
day. There was a noonday luncheon 
meeting at DeKalb. The state fire mar- 
shal’s department was ably represented. 


Three Michigan Elevators Burn 

Two grain elevator fires in Michigan 
the past week took a toll of considerably 
over $200,000. At Kinde, in the so-called 
“Thumb district.” the Bad Axe Grain 
Company and the Farmers Cooperative 
Elevator Company elevators burned. The 
elevator buildings were valued at $90,000, 
the grain contents at about $85,000, and 
several railroad cars standing on nearby 
sidings were also destroyed. The eleva- 
tors were located on opposite sides of 
the railroad track, the flames gaining 
a foothold first in the Bad Axe Com- 
pany’s structure and leaping the tracks 
to the other when local efforts to check 
the fire proved inadequate. Assistance 
from Bad Axe arrived too late to save 
the properties. 

A $30,000 loss was sustained at Mon- 
roe in a similar fire involving the rolling 
mill and grain elevator of George Knust. 
The origin of both fires was undeter- 
mined. 





Loss at Thompsonville, Mich. 


The entire town of Thompsonville, 
Mich., was threatened in a blaze which 
destroyed the Diamond hotel and about 
a dozen other buldings. Only a shift of 
the wind as the fire was at its height 
saved the remainder of the village, it 
was said. Fire trucks arrived from 
Traverse City and Frankfort as the wind 
turned. The flames swept down both 
sides of the town’s main street, taking 
everything in their path and threaten- 
ing the storage tanks of the Standard 
Oil Company, the railroad depot and the 
grist mill of George Morrell. Other 
buildings destroyed included a pool room, 
barber shop, confectionery store, Pere 
Marquette freight depot, two other store 
buildings and several homes. 





No Probation for Arsonist 


JACKSON, MICH., Nov. 21— Judge 
James A. Parkinson last week sentenced 
Dr. Grove W. Dunham, prominent Al- 
bion dentist, to serve from five to ten 
years in Jackson prison following his 
admission that he burned several build- 
ings on his father’s farm near here that 
he might obtain the money to meet 
pressing obligations. The sentence came 
after a large delegation of prominent 
Albion citizens had appeared in court 
petitioning that because of Dr. Dunham’s 
exemplary conduct in other respects, he 
be given a probation term. 

In explaining the sentence, Judge Par- 
kinson said in part: 

“Arson is among the major crimes and 
in my view of it should not be lightly 
treated by any court. I shall make no 
recommendations as to a maximum pen- 
alty. When this minimum with good 
time has elapsed, the recommendations 
of his friends are on file so that the gov- 
ernor may have access to them. At the 
time I may not be here.” 





Lumber Loss at Cheboygan 


DETROIT, Nov. 21—Insurance on the 
Embry-Martin Lumber Company’s mill, 
which was gutted by flames in Cheboy- 
gan Novy. 15, will total approximately 
$108,000, it is understood. There were 
5,000,000 feet of lumber which was not 
destroyed. It is understood that the ad- 
justment of the loss, which will be han- 
dled by the Western Adjustment, will 
probably be cleaned up within the next 
two weeks. 

The plant was Cheboygan’s leading in- 
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dustry. Last week’s blaze was the third 
in the plant in recent years. The fire 
was started by sparks from a waste and 
chip burner. 


Traverse City Agency Sold 

The E. M. Scofield agency in Traverse 
City, which has been a figure in the 
general insurance business of northwest- 
ern Michigan for many years, has 
been sold to Fred H. Scofield. The pur- 
chaser is a brother of the founder of 
the agency. The latter died Sept. 26. 


Joseph Belanger Dies 
DETROIT, Nov. 21—Joseph Belanger, 
80 years old, French consul in Detroit 
for 30 years and for more than 60 years 
a resident of this city, during which he 
became a well known local agent, died 
here last week. 


Port Huron Agencies Merged 


The John H. Smith agency of Port 
Huron, one of the oldest insurance firms 
in that part of Michigan, was sold last 
week to Wright, Hoyt & Co. of that city. 
The agency, since the death of the 
founder about a year ago, has been oper- 
ated by his widow and a son, Frank 
Smith, while B. V. Legg, state agent of 
the London & Liverpool & Globe, hag 
been serving as secretary. The Wright, 
Hoyt & Co. agency was formed in 1897 
and has been continuously operated since 
that time by the same management. The 
change is effective Dec. 1. 


Inspect Holland, Mich. 

DETROIT, Nov. 21—Thirty-eight mem- 
bers of the Michigan Fire Prevention As- 
sociation cooperated with local authori- 
ties in Holland for an inspection of that 
city last week. 

Walter Wolf, secretary of the associa- 
tion, reports a very satisfactory inspec- 
tion which included churches, schools 
and mercantile buildings. 

Edwin Goodwin, state safety director, 
was the principal speaker. His address 
stressed the importance of fire drills for 
school children. In addition, Charles D. 
Lane, state fire marshal, was introduced. 
Fire equipment in the city was pro- 
nounced normal after the inspection and 
the city had done much in the way of 
eliminating natural fire risks through 
cleanup drives and similar work. 


Will Write in Michigan 


At the meeting of the directors of the 
Oil Insurance Association last week it 
was decided to begin writing business 
in Michigan. A survey will be made of 
the oil centers such as Muskegon and 
other points in the near future. 


Michigan Notes 


Otto C. Scott, Petoskey manager of the 
Western Adjustment, visited Detroit this 
week. 

Chilean Smith, of the S. F. & Chilean 
Smith agency in Petoskey, Mich., died 
last week. 

The Albany Fire of Albany, N. Y,, 
Western Fire of Fort Scott, Kan., Tri- 
angle Automobile of Pittsburgh and As- 
sociated Reinsurance of New York have 
been licensed in Michigan. 

Incorporation papers were filed last 
week for a Detroit agency, Heckman, 
Share, Inc. It is capitalized at $10,000 
and incorporators are John C. Heckman, 
Saul Share and Gertrude C. Heckman. 
Offices are at 1957 First National Bank 
building. 

Pleading not guilty to a charge of ar- 
son in connection with setting fire to his 
automobile to collect insurance, Steve 
Collins was convicted at Kalamazoo, 
Mich., and sentenced to two years’ pro- 
bation. Collins was ordered to reimburse 
the county for $100 expended in bringing 
him to trial. He was also ordered to re- 
mit to the insurance company $146 which 
he had collected, at the rate of $5 per 
week until completed. 


Indiana Notes 


_The National Motor Assurance Asso- 
ciation, incorporated in Tennessee, is 
seeking admission to Indiana. Samuel 
A. Grizzle of Indianapolis has _ been 
named Indiana agent for service of 
process. 

Harold Pribble, who formerly was con- 
nected with the George Chamberlain 
agency in Elkhart, Ind., has opened a 
general insurance agency of his own in 
the Monger building in that city. He 
will handle life, fire and casualty lines. 


Illinois Notes 
The business section of Shannon, IIL, 
was swept by fire Nov. 15, the loss being 
Placed at $25,000. Origin is unknown. 
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INDIFFERENCE CAUSES WASTE | 


McAuliffe Speaks at Milwaukee Fire 
Prevention School—Tall Buildings 
Create New Problems 


MILWAUKEE, Nov. 21.—The in-! 

difference of the public to fire preven- 
tion and protection causes the huge fire 
waste and loss of life in this country 
every year, Frank C. McAuliffe, chief 
of the Fire Insurance Patrol of Chicago, 
told members of the Milwaukee fire pre- 
yention school at its meeting here last 
week. 
Chief McAuliffe’s subject was “Plant 
Housekeeping From a Fire Prevention 
Standpoint” and he said that it meant 
not only careful housekeeping to re- 
move the causes of fires but also the 
proper maintenance of fire protection 
equipment necessary to prevent the 
spread of fires where fire prevention, 
within the exact meaning of the term, 
has failed. 


Building’s Equipment Essential 


Buildings now are reaching 50 and 
more stories in height, Chief McAuliffe 
brought out, and said that to cope with 
these changing conditions, fire preven- 
tion and protection engineers have de- 
vised fire prevention, control and ex- 
tinguishing devices within the confines 
of the buildings which are as essential 


to the fire department as the equipment 
a fire company keeps itself. 

He said that fire assumes large pro- 
portions through a combination of er- 
rors on the part of the parties involved, 
including often times the fire depart- 
ment. Modern conditions have required 
fire officers to have a diversified knowl- 
edge, much of which is technical. They 
are expected to be familiar with building 
construction, ordinances, hydraulics, 
chemistry of fire and the hazards in- 
volved in every type of building and 
cccupancy. 


Lewis to Retain Post 


The reelection of Governor Bulow of 
South Dakota assures the retention of 
Commissioner Don C. Lewis for another 
two vears as the head of the insurance 
department of that state. 


Two Fires in One Plant 
MILWAUKEE, Nov. 21.—Two fires 
within 17 hours occurred at the plant of 
the Gem Hammock & Fly Net Company, 
326 Florida street, last week. The fact 
that the second fire was on the floor im- 


mediately above the first convinced the 
fire department that the cause of the 
first blaze was still extstent, probably 
defective wiring. 

There was not much damage to the 
building in either fire but much of the 
contents was damaged by the water 
from the sprinkler system. Chief Peter 
Steinkellner said after the first fire that 
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| if it were not for the sprinkler system 
|} the entire plant might have been de- 
stroyed. Insurance coverage on the 
building amounted to $175,000 and the 
Same amount was carried on the con- 
tents. An estimate after the first fire 
stated that the loss on contents would 
run about 25 percent and about 5 per- 
cent on the building. 

Writes Fire Prevention Manual 

FARGO, N. D., Nov. 21—‘“Pay for your 


education by preventing fires” are words 
appearing on the pupil’s manual for fire 
prevention of which Ariand D. Weeks, 
dean of the school of education of the 
North Dakota Agricultural College, is the 
author, and which is just off the press 
of the Educational Test Bureau, Minne- 
apolis. 

This publication follows the 
ance some years ago of Dean 
“The Avoidance of Fires,” 
lar textbook 
States for 
the schools. 


appear- 
Weeks’ 
the first regu- 
published in the United 
teaching fire prevention in 
The author is an honorary 


life member of the North Dakota Fire- 
men’s association. 
Blue Goose Thanksgiving Party 
The Minnesota Blue Goose has an- 
nounced a Thanksgiving dancing party 


in Minneapolis for Friday night, Nov. 30. 
Ganders are permitted to invite guests. 


Hartford to Be Inspected 
The 


city council, chamber of com- 
merce and Rotary club have invited the 
Wisconsin State Fire Prevention Asso- 


ciation to conduct an inspection of Hart- 
ford Dec. 4. 
the inspectors on their rounds. A public 
meeting will be held at a banquet in 
the evening under the auspices of 





| chamber of commerce. 


Boy Scouts will accompany | 


the | ciation, 


President A. F. 


Westphal will preside at the meeting, 
and talks will be made by representa- 
tives of the fire prevention association. 


Big Loss at St. John’s Academy 

MILWAUKEE, Nov. 21.—Fire insur- 
ance companies sustained one of the 
heaviest losses of the year Saturday 
morning, when the gymnasium of St. 
John's Military Academy at Delafield, 
about 25 miles west of of Milwaukee, 
was completely destroyed Contents of 
the building, which included military 
and athletic equipment were also de- 
stroyed Total insurance on the 
academy buildings and contents amounts 
to around $677,000 on general form, and 
adjusters estimate the damage at 15 
percent of the general form coverage. 

Cadets battled the blaze and were later 
assisted by fire departments from nearby 


towns, but the fire had gained such 
headway when it was discovered that 
efforts to quell it were useless. 


Adopt Memorial to Williams 


MILWAUKEE, Nov. 21.—The Wiscon- 
sin Blue Goose adopted a memorial to 
the late George Williams, dean of Wis- 
consin field men, who died recently, at 
the luncheon meeting here Monday. It 
was presented by a committee consisting 
of C. P. Helliwell, W. A. Atwater and 
Cc. L. Easton. 


There were 33 at the meeting at which 
P. F. Lewis, supervisor, presided in the 
absence of Most Loyal Gander R. T. 
Gravenstine. H. V. Schnitzler and Har- 
vey J. Girard won the attendance prizes. 


Inspection of Shawano, Wis. 


Twenty-five field men, members of the 
Wisconsin State Fire Prevention Asso- 
inspected Shawano, Wis., last 
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Assets, $9,411,332.56 


J. H. VREELAND, Manager 





Scottish Gnion & National 


Jnsurance Company 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


Liabilities, $5,700,632.72 


Surplus to Policyholders, $3,710,699.84 


WRITES 


Fire, Tornado, Automobile, Rents, 
Sprinkler Leakage, Use and Occupancy, 
Explosion, Riot and Civil Commotion 


J. H. McCORMICK, Secretary 
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Insurance Stocks 


SOLD 
Our Insurance and Bank Stock Department Under the Supervision of 


Mr. Howard W. Cornelius 


Will Be Glad to Furnish Quotations and Information Upon Request. 


LEWIS-DEWES & CO. INC. 


111 West Monroe St. 
CHICAGO 
Telephone Randolph 4460 
Branch Office, 930 Michigan Trust Bidg., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
QUOTATIONS APPEAR REGULARLY IN THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 
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Three hundred years or 
more ago, whenever someone 
wished to go abroad in either 
day or night, he oft returned 
in sudden flight, while at his 
heels an Indian brave would 
strive to give his head a shave. 
And so no wonder they gave 
thanks when they survived 
the redman’s pranks. But 
times are changed and we to- 
day are thankful in another 
way. Misfortunes threaten 
just the same although they 
have a different name. There’s 
fire and windstorm, auto 
wrecks. Sometimes we barely 
save our necks. But with it 
all there’s safety, too. And 
much of this depends on you. 
Your prospects know these 
dangers come and sometimes 
cost a pretty sum. But you 
can tell them brighter things 
—the safety Fire Insurance 
brings. They may not know 
that rents can be protected 
with a policy against their 
loss through wind or fire. 
They may not know they can 
acquire insurance ’gainst the 
airplane’s fall which wrecks 
the roof, lands in the hall. In 
fact, there’re lots they may 
not know about insurance 
safety, so, it’s up to you to tell 
them now. And don’t forget 
to show them how their safety 
can be doubly sure, if their in- 
surance they procure through 
an Insurance Company with 
strength to back its policy. 
New Brunswick has that — 
mark it well—you’ll find this 
point will help you sell. 


3 


New Brunswick 
FIRE INSUR-ANCE COMPANY 


New York, 





! 
week and found 131 defective buildings | 
out of 155 inspected, or 84.5 percent. 
There were 448 defects pointed out. | 

Guy Wilson and R. E. Hoskins made 
five talks to 950 school children. There 
were 383 home inspection blanks re- 
turned, which showed that in 63 homes 
kerosene is used to start fires, and 43 | 
homes use gasoline for cleaning pur- 
poses. Clarence James, secretary of the 
association, in giving the results of the 
inspection at the dinner in the evening, 
deplored the widespread use of kerosene 
and gasoline, and pointed out the 
hazards connected with their use. 

There were about 175 people at the 
dinner in the evening. R. A. Upham, 
president of the chamber of commerce, 
which sponsored the inspection, presided. 
Harvey J. Girard, president of the asso- 


ciation, followed Mr. James and stressed | 


the importance of the community in sup- 
porting its fire department. 


Wisconsin Notes 


The General Real Estate & Insurance 
Agency has been formed at Oshkosh, Wis., 
by Robert Mackie, W. H. Davies and Wil- 
liam Kuhnz. Mr. Mackie has been op- 
erating the Mackie Agency and Mr. Da- 
vies has conducted the Davies Insurance 
Agency in that city. The capital of the 
new company is $12,000. 

Announcement has been made 
engagement of Miss Gertrude P. Engel 
to Edwin H. Eckstein, vice-president of 
the C. F. Hibbard Company, Milwaukee in- 
surance agency. The wedding will take 
place in the Spring. Mr. Eckstein is a 
son of Henry Eckstein, president of the 
Hibbard company, who is one of the 
prominent members of the Milwaukee 
board. 


of the 
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KANSAS MUTUAL MEN GATHER 


C. F. Hobbs Says State Will Be Un- 
profitable Field for Speculative 
Promoters 


Harry P. Cooper of Indianapolis, sec- 
retary of the National Association of 
Mutual Insurance Companies, made the 
feature address before the annual con- 
vention of the Kansas Association of 
Mutual Insurance Companies which was 
held in El Dorado last week. 

Commissioner-Elect Chas. F. Hobbs 
was on the program. He assured those 
present that during his administration 
all would receive justice, and expressed 
the desire to be helpful in any possible 
way to those who are seeking to serve 
the public efficiently, honestly and well. 
However he made clear the fact that 
“Kansas would prove an _ unprofitable 
field for promoters or those seeking gain 
at the expense of Kansas property 
owners and to the discredit of the good 
name of the insurance business in Kan- 
sas.” He further emphasized the im- 
portance of companies investing their 
surplus in sound securities, and urged 
all managers to avoid the lure of spec- 
ulative investments, which may offer 
an attractive interest rate, but which 
contain the possibility of loss to the 
company. 


Urges Inspection Ethics 


President C. J. Olson, Kansas Far- 
mers Mutual of Chapman, urged the 
adoption of a code of ethics for inspec- 


tion and fire prevention and stated that 
“rural fire prevention has not kept 
pace with the times and it is up to the 
mutuals to take the lead in this respect.” 
Vice-President H. H. Collins of the 
Republic Mutual of Belleville spoke on 
“Cooperation.” A committee to 
out details for uniform adjusting 
ciples was selected, with Roy C. 
of McPherson as chairman. 

Officers elected for next vear are: 
President, H. H. Collins, Republic 
County Mutual Fire, Belleville; vice- 
president, Charles A. Broom, Farmers 
Union Mutual Hail, Salina: secretary- 
treasurer, Frank T. Barlow, Southern 
Kansas Mutual, Wellington (re-elect- 
ed); director of the National 
| tion. I. F. Talbott, Farmers 
McPherson, Belleville, was 
the 1929 convention. 


prin- 
Beard 


associa- 
Alliance, 
selected for 


Central Kansas Field Club 

WICHITA, KAN., Nov. 21—The Central 
Kansas Field Men’s Club will hold its 
|} annual mid-winter party for the mem- 
| bers’ families and office employes Jan. 
| 5, according to an announcement of R. A. 
Gamble, chairman of the entertainment 
committee, at the regular meeting this 
week. Fred Whitton of the 
hail department of the North America 
was a guest and a record atrendance en- 


gaged in an open forum discussion of 
various subjects in lieu of the regular 
program. J. F. Snyder of the St. Paul 





sided. 





| panies have ever had. 


| out the western part of the state every 


| 


| losses experienced in 1928 drove some 


work | 


farm and | 


will lead the discussion next week on | 
“How to Increase Volume from the 
Agent.” President Austin Stone pre- 


AGITATE FOR STATE FUND 


Expect to Introduce Mutual Hail Plan 
to Next Kansas Legislature 
in January 


TOPEKA, KAN., Nov. 21.—Kansas 
insurance men need to be prepared for 
a hard fight to prevent Kansas going 
into the hail insurance business. The 
proposition is to be presented to the leg- 
islature in January and it has. already 
gained a large supporting contingent 
from members of the legislature in the 
western part of the state. It is probable 
that the Nebraska plan will be the one 
adopted for presentation to the Kansas 
legislature. ln that state the assessors 
seek the insurance and the farmers give 
checks payable June 1 for the premiums 
and settlements on losses are made in 
September. 

The plan is being agitated by many 
western Kansas farmers and the cam- 
paign for the adoption of state insurance 
in this state is being managed by E. D. 
Cooper of Liberal, chairman of the 
seventh district of the Kansas Associa- 
tion of Real Estate Boards. Some sup- 
port among members of the legislature 
in the western part of the state has al- 
ready been secured and an active cam- 
paign is now under way. 

Experience Extremely Bad 


Everybody seems to have suffered 
from the hail losses in the western half 
of the state in recent years. The experi- 
ence last year was the worst the com- 
Tiere hhave been 
marked increases in hail rates through- 
year for some and the 


vears heavy 


mutuals out of business and made it 
certain that the companies would seek 
large increases in rates for next year. 
_ Those who will make the campaign 
for the state hail insurance on the mu- 
tual plan have been gathering much 
material from Nebraska, North and 
South Dakota and Canada. The rates in 
eastern Kansas have remained so low 


and so constant for so many years that 
not much support to the plan can be 
expected from members of that section 
of the state. 

The five hail mutuals operating in 
Kansas were able to pay only 43 per- 
cent of their aggregate hail losses this 
vear. The 1928 season was the 
disastrous year either the mutuals or 
the stock companies ever had in Kan- 
sas, some of the stock companies show- 
ing a loss ratio of as high as 500 per- 
cent in some counties. 


most 


Only One Pays 


Only one of the mutual hail companies 
was able to pay its losses in full and 
only one was able to pay as much as 
one-half of its losses. The Farmers 
Union Mutual of Salina paid 100 per- 
cent of its losses and the full salaries 
of every officer and the regular com- 
missions to its agents. The McPherson 
| Hail of McPherson paid 50 percent: the 
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London & Lancashire 

Insurance Company 
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of London 


HENRY W. GRAY, U. S. Manager 
Hartford, Conn. 


CHARLES E. DOX, Manager 
Western Department 
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BREVOORT 
HOTEL 


Madison Street 


East of LaSelle CHICAGO 


Insurance Headquarters 


Brevoort Hotel upholds 
worthily the best traditions of 
American hotels famed for hoe- 
pitality. 











RATE REDUCING 
APPLIANCES 
Non-Explosive Safety Cans and 
Automatic Oil Waste Cans 


Each can bears the label of the 

Underwriters’ Laboratories and 

the Associated Factories Mutual 
Fire Insurance Companies. 


Justrite Manufacturing Co. 
2067 Southport Ave., Chicago, IIL 
‘ . 

















Wanted 


Young lady with knowledge of casualty 
and fire insurance for local agency in north- 
ern Indiana. State qualifications, experience 
and salary expected. Application confiden- 
tial. Address H-13, care The National Un- 
derwriter. 








Experienced Accident and Health Special Agents, 
under 35 years of age, are want by one of the 


leading Casualty Insurance companies to develop 
New England, New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Illinois and Wisconsin territories. Apply 


in writing, stating 
and also salary expected. 
The Natienal Underwriter, 
change, Chicago, Illinois. 


qualifications and experience, 
Address: H-15, care of 
A1946 Insurance Ex- 








Wanted 


A competent fire insurance en- 
gineer familiar with sprinklered 
risks. Address H-16, care The Na- 


tional Underwriter. 








Young man with fire insurance under- 
writing and examiners experience, Indiana 
territory. In reply give experience, age, 


and state if married. -Address H-28, care 
The National Underwriter. 





Farmers Hail of Hutchinson paid 33 1-3 
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percent; the Fidelity Hail of Salina paid 
18 percent and it is estimated that the 
United Hail of Topeka may be able to 
pay 15 percent of its losses. 
Commissioner Baker completed an 
examination of all the hail mutual com- 
panies at the close of business Nov. 14. 
The five companies had 5,412 members. 
Their admitted assets at the beginning 
of the season were $63,321.05. They col- 
jected a total of $276,766.56 in premiums 
and have $26,639.78 worth of premium 
notes on hand at the time of the exam- 
ination. The loss claims recorded were 
$421,858.99 and the losses paid were 
$166,729.89, leaving an aggregate of 
$254,629.08 of unpaid claims. 


COMPANY MEN ENTERTAINED 


First Trust Company, Lincoln, Is Host 
to Representatives of Insurance and 
Financial Interests 


LINCOLN, NEB., Nov. 21.—The 
First Trust Company was host Nov. 17 
at a dinner tendered to the executives 
and field men of its insurance, bank and 
brokerage connections, from all parts 
of the country. This is the ninth an- 
nual dinner, and while no formal talks 
were given aside from the welcoming 
addresses by S. H. Burnham, chairman 
of the board, and George W. Holmes, 
president, the situation in all of the 
three lines of business was gone over 
with the belief almost universal that an- 
other year of prosperous conditions was 
assured. 

The Aetna was represented by E. L. 
Vaughan, examiner, and F. C. McDi- 
armid, auto superintendent, Chicago; 
Home of New York, John A. Camp- 
bell, vice-president and secretary, New 
York, and E. V. McKarahan, manager 
brokerage department, Chicago; Globe 
Indemnity, Walter W. Steiner, resident 
vice-president, Chicago; Liverpool & 
London & Globe, Milton H. Grannatt, 
assistant western manager, New York, 
and A. C. Mollington, Chicago. There 
were also many representatives of finan- 
cial institutions from Chicago and 
eastern cities. A special car brought 
them from Chicago. In all about 70 
were in attendance. 


R. B. JONES & SON START 
SALES SCHOOL IN AGENCY 





KANSAS CITY, MO., Nov. 21.— 
R. B. Jones & Sons are starting the 
first week in December a school for their 
sales force, which will run for 52 weeks. 
The entire course has been planned out 
in advance, and will be run on a lec- 
ture and recitation plan, with subjects 
assigned each week in advance. Those 
in charge of the school are Reed Cloon, 
who will handle liability and compen- 
sation lines; Wiley Pendleton, life and 
accident and health, and Howard Camp- 
bell, fire, windstorm and allied fire 
lines. Every salesman will be required 
to attend and written examinations will 
be given at the end of each semester. 

Supplementary to this intensive sales 
course the Jones agency is opening a 
salesmen’s department, under the direc- 
tion of O. S. Springer. Participation in 
this department is optional. It will be 
the function of this department to as- 
sign prospects to the agents and then 
require reports on each prospect within 
a certain length of time. Following 
up each call, whether a sale is made or 
not, a letter will be sent from this de- 
partment to the customer, thanking him 
for his business, or for giving his time 
to the representative from the R. B. 
Jones agency. 


Seeks to Argue Motion 


_TOPEKA, KAN., Nov. 21.—The 
Kansas fire insurance rate suit may have 
another inning this week or early next 
week in the United States district court. 
John G. Egan, assistant attorney-general 
in charge of the insurance litigation, has 
asked Judge John C. Pollock of the fed- 
eral court to set a day for argument on 





the motion of the state to dismiss the 
bill of the 150 fire companies involved 
in the litigation. 

Following a ruling on this motion, if 
the court refuses to dismiss the bill, the 
state is preparing to go to the United 
States district court and demand a writ 
of mandamus to compel Judge Pollock 
to call in two additional federal judges 
to hear the case. It was thought that 
no action would be taken in the Kansas 
case until the Missouri lawsuit was de- 
cided, but this ‘has been pending a year 
and no decision has been entered and 
State officials have determined to press 
the Kansas case to a conclusion regard- 
less of the rulings in Missouri. 


Acquitted of Insurance Fraud 


BURWELL, NEB., Nov. 21—A jury in 
district court here acquitted Andrew Sny- 
der, insurance man and well to do citi- 
zen, charged with conspiring with six 
other men to obtain money under false 
pretenses from the Farmers Mutual of 
Lincoln. Roy Tatlow, one of the six, 
testified that he had borrowed $1,800 
from Snyder, and that Snyder had then 
induced him to enter into the scheme. 
This was to secure insurance on worth- 
less horses and then shoot them. Tat- 
low refused to shoot them, but he did 
smother four of them, on which he col- 
lected $600. He said Snyder took this 
means of insuring repayment of the 
money loaned. Other of the defendants 
supported his story, in part. Some said 
that inner tubes of old truck tires had 
been used to smother the animals, and 
a blow torch used to singe portions of 
the bodies to make more realistic the 
claim that they had been hit by light- 
ning. 

Snyder denied the charges or that he 
had anything to do with the scheme. 
Eleven witnesses testified for him. John 
Sharp, Tatlow, Geo. Fickle, Clarence 
White, Charles Wineteer and Frank E. 
Lhotak are yet to be tried, Snyder hav- 
ing asked and obtained a separate trial. 
All of the parties are to appear in fed- 
eral court shortly to answer indictments 
of a similar character there. 





Talks on School Insurance Problems 


W. H. Ross, Des Moines insurance en- 
gineer, spoke last week before a night 
meeting of the school board at Marshall- 
town, Ia., and gave an explanation of 
the many questions and problems con- 
fronting school boards in dealing with 
insurance covering the property of a 
schol district. 


Wichita Fire Prevention Committee 


WICHITA, KAN., Nov. 21.—Although 
headed by a physician, Dr. D. I. Mag- 
gard, the fire prevention and public 
safety committee of the Wichita cham- 
ber of commerce has many fire insurance 
men on the committee for 1929, includ- 
ing L. B. Brown of Anderson, Brown & 
Ginzel; W. J. Bauerle of Dulaney, John- 
son, Yankee & Priest; J. W. Campbell of 
Wheeler, Kelly Hagny; Will R. Cook of 
Cook & Cook; A. R. Larkin of Yan Ars- 
dale & Larkin; Fred W. Little, E. M. 
Woodard of Bitting, Foote & Woodard; 
H. A. Blinn of the Kansas Inspection 
Bureau; Howard Snyder of Smith, Stone 
& Snyder: C. J. Slawson of Dulaney, 
Johnson, Yankee & Priest; Tom Lindley 
of the Fisher-Moore Investment Company, 
and J. J. Schubert, as well as Fire Chief 
McCall, Assistant Chief Wendell and 
Roy F. Preston, formerly with Dulaney, 
Johnson, Yankee & Priest. These men 
are less than half of the committee, 
which is one of the most efficient and 
active of the chamber of commerce, and 
deserve much credit for the improved 
fire protection obtained in Wichita dur- 
ing the past year. Many new projects 
are to be worked out by the committee 
in 1929. 


M. L. Garver Dead 


WICHITA, KAN., Nov. 21.—Martin L. 
Garver, a pioneer insurance and loan 
man of Wichita, having lived in the city 
for 49 years, died at the home of his 
son, George J. Garver, assistant secre- 
tary and treasurer of the Central States 
Fire, in Wichita last week. 

Mr. Garver had been retired for sev- 
eral years because of poor health, but 
previously had been connected with sev- 
eral financial organizations, being one 
of the organizers of the Monarch Loan 
Company. He disposed of his interest in 
this organization in 1913, however, dfter 
13 years of management. Previous to 
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KNOCKING at the 
AGENT’S DOOR 


Are You Missing Opportunities 
to Write Group Insurance? 


N AGENT had written various lines of insurance for 
several employers. 


Each employer had in his employ a sufficient number 
of men to warrant an interest in Group Insurance. 


The Agent had never mentioned Group 
to these Policyholders. 


He talked things over with our Group experts and 
made contacts for them with this list of prospects. 


We did the rest and the agent received full commis- 
sion for the business. 


The clients were satisfied and so was the agent. 


Let us tell you how we can do it for you! 





Lire INSURANCE COMPANY 
oF Boston. Massacnusetts 


197 Clarendon St., Boston, Mass. 





SIXTY-FIFTH YEAR OF BUSINESS 
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SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS 
OVER 
ONE MILLION DOLLARS 
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U. S. Battleships in 
world cruise—1907 


HE giant prows of 

sixteen of Uncle 
Sam's first class _battle- 
ships nosed their way out 
of Hampton Roads, 
Virginia on 16 December, 
1907. 

Under the command 
of Rear Admiral Robley 
D. Evans these steel ships 
with iron men aboard 
ploughed through forty- 
six thousand miles of 
water, through the seven 
seas, the first ‘round the 
world cruise for our navy. 

The Home too has 
ventured into foreign 
ports. Although it was 
not dntil 1917 that the 
American Foreign Insur- 
ance Association was 
formed, the Home’s for- 
eign operations were 
begun with the dawning 
of the twentieth century. 


THE HOME 


INSURANCE COMPANY 


NEW YORK 


—Seventy-filth Anniversary Year— 


| this he had been connected with the 
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Wilson & Toms Investment Company, 
the Central Trust Company of St. Louis 
and the Deming Investment Company of 
Oklahoma City 


“Smoky” Rogers in Kansas 


Harry K. (“Smoky”) Rogers, engineer 
of the fire prevention department of the 





Western Actuarial Bureau, stopped in 
his home town of Marion, Kan., last 
week on his way to Lyons and Sterling, 
where he assisted the Kansas Fire Pre- 
vention Association in its inspections 
and made an address before a _ public 
meeting at Sterling as well as talking 
to the school children of both towns. 
While in Marion, “Smoky” couldn't pass 
up the opportunity to talk to the school 
children, who were exceedingly thrilled 
at his talk, as he is a “home town” 


product. 


Hear Rate Makeup Talks 


WICHITA, KAN., Nov. 21.—The Wichita 
Association of Insurance Agents, under 
the leadership of President C. I. Cochran 


of the Peoples Securities Company, is | 
having a series of addresses on The | 
Makeup of the Fire Insurance Rate” by | 
H. A. Blinn and E. B. Fergus of the |} 

} 


Kansas Inspection Bureau. The program 


will last till the first of the year, after 
which it is planned to take up the fire | 
insurance contract. The newly organ- 
ized association is enjoying good at- 
tendance at the bi-weekly luncheon 
meetings which are held on Tuesday 


noons., 


County Mutuals Meet 


The annual convention of the Farmers’ 
County Mutual Fire Insurance Companies 


of Missouri held at Mexico, Mo., at its 
closing session elected Edgar Skinner 
of Bethany, Mo., president to succeed 
T. E. Hook of Mexico. Mr. Skinner is 
also secretary of the Harrison County 


Mutual Fire. 

Other officers named are: 
of Clinton, vice-president; Ben H. 
mers, Lockwood, secretary; W. B. 
of Meadeville, treasurer. The 
vention will meet at Excelsior Springs 
in November, 1929. 

More than 100 delegates from 
counties of the state attended 
meeting. The principal speakers 
Congressman Clarence Cannon on 
operation’; V. N. Valgren, agricultural 
economist from the United States De- 
partment of Agriculture, and Harry P. 
Cooper, secretary of the National Asso- 
ciation of Mutual Insurance Companies, 
Indianapolis. 


B. L. Gillam 
Lam- 
Flow- 


ers con- 


114 
the 
were: 


“Co- 


Inspect Lyons and Sterling 

Under the direction of Secretary V. E. 
Herbert of the National-Ben Franklin at 
Lyons and B. E. Marsh of the Phoenix 
at Sterling, two very successful town 
inspections were held by the Kansas 
State Fire Prevention Association 
15. About 20 men were present at 
town and in each case were assisted 
H. K. Rogers of the fire prevention 
partment of the Western Actuarial 
reau. 

The noon meeting at 
tended by 75 men, including the leading 
business men of the town. B. E. Marsh 
was chairman and following an explana- 


each 
by 
de- 
Bu- 


Sterling was at- 


| State 
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tion of the inspection by O. D. Butcher 
of the Hartford, Mr. Rogers gave the 
principal talk, pointing out hazards 
found in some of the school buildings 
and mercantile risks as well as criticiz- 
ing one lumber dealer who refused in- 
spection. Mr. Rogers also spoke to the 
high school students. 

W. E. Griffith of the Security ad- 
dressed the noon meeting at Lyons, 
which was also made up of members of 
the Civic Clubs and business men. The 
manager of the local theater dispensed 
with the regular matinee, turning the 
house over to Mr. Rogers, who put on 
his “fire clown” act before an overflow- | 
ing crowd of school children and their 
teachers. 

An average number of risks were | 
found defective in both towns. 





Fremont Inspected This Week 


At the invitation of the chamber of 
commerce, the Nebraska State Fire Pre- 
vention Association will make an inspec- 
tion of Fremont Nov. 22, the local agents 
association cooperating in the work. A 


public meeting will be held at a noonday 
of 

will 
made 


luncheon at which leading 
the Fire Prevention 
speak. Short talks 


members 
Association 
will also be 














in the schools of the city on fire preven- 
tion and fire safety. 


Licenses Are Cancelled 


KANSAS CITY, MO., Nov. 21—The in- 
surance department of Missouri has can- 
celled agents’ in the name of 
J. H. Good as follows: Minneapolis Fire 
& Marine, State Assurance, Iroquois Fire, 
Detroit Fire & Marine, Nebraska Indem- 
nity, Detroit Fidelity & Surety. The 
cancellation was made because Mr. Good 
not a resident of Missouri. Mr. Good 
operates both in Missouri and Kansas. 


licenses 


is 


Heart of America Blue Goose 

KANSAS CITY, MO., Nov. 21—The 
Heart of America Blue Goose held an- 
other good meeting Monday with Guy 
Dixon as chairman. W. S. Shick of the 
Hartford Accident & Indemnity was the 
big hit of the meeting with a number 
of piano solos. Roy Wilcox was named 
chairman for next week. 


Ball Speaks at Moberly 


J. Elmer Ball, state agent of the Home, 
addressed the regular monthly meeting 
of the Moberly (Mo.) Insurance Agents 
Association last week on “The Honorable 
Profession of Insurance Underwriting.” 
The Moberly association plans to invite 
a number of field men to give addresses. 

P ‘ 
Columbia Board Reorganized r 

The Columbia Fire Underwriters Asso- 
ciation, Columbia, Mo., has reorganized. 
The new officers are J. S. Rollins, presi- 
dent; George F. King, vice-president; 
W. S. Branham, secretary, and J. G. 
Long, treasurer. The reorganized 
ciation is starting out with an enthusias- 
tic membership, and planning some 
constructive work local field. 


asso- 


is 


in the 


Missouri Notes 


educational booth and fire preven- 
exhibit is being conducted this week 
the farm committee of the Missouri 
Fire Prevention Association at the 
American Royal Live Stock Show in Kan- 
sas City. 

The machine shop and car repair de- 
partment of the St. Louis & Hannibal 
Railroad at Oakwood, a suburb of Hanni- 
bal, Mo., were damaged by fire last week. 
=. Se ’tamsey, general manager, esti- 
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mated the loss at approximately $25,000. 
Firemen were handicapped by lack of an 
adequate water supply. 

John H. Bormann & Co., Maplewood, 
Mo., have been appointed Class 3 agents 
for the Security and the Northern of New 
York. They will clear business through 
William H. Markham & Co. of St. Louis, 
This agency has taken over the partner. 
ship business of Brader-Bormann-Mueh- 
lenburg. Arthur W. Brader, who was a 
member of the partnership, is now op- 
erating as an individual. 

The business district of Billings, Mo., 
was threatened by a fire which originated 
in a restaurant and destroyed four other 
buildings before being stopped. The total 
was estimated at $60,000. Buildings 
destroyed included the Schafer building, 
on the second floor of which was housed 
the sillinges Telephone Company = ex- 
change Two cafes, a harness shop, mil- 
linery store, barber shop and office build- 
ing were also destroyed. 

Fire of unknown origin Nov. 
stroyed the $125,000 home of Peter Ibsen 
on the Price road a mile and a half west 
of Clayton, Mo. The Clayton fire depart- 
ment refused to respond to an alarm, 
Fire apparatus from Brentwood and Rich- 
mond Heights arrived too late to be of 
any assistance. The residence was in a 
district which was annexed to Clayton 
about a year ago, but later residents suc- 
ceeded in having the annexation set aside. 
As a result it has been without fire pro- 
tection. 


loss 


18 de- 


Kansas Notes 


W. A. Hoots, veteran fire insurance 
agent of Winfield, Kan., was found dead 
in his motor car stalled in the cemetery 
last Saturday after being missing from 
his home since the previous day. Appar- 
ently he had died of natural causes. 

H. A. Stutsman, prominent Wichita in- 
surance man and member of the Wichita 
Insurors, is bereaved by the death of his 
father, Andrew J. Stutsman, last Satur- 
day in Wichita. He had been an invalid 
for some 18 years following a stroke of 
paralvsis in 1920. Funeral services were 
held Monday. 


Iowa Notes 
Moore of Independence, Ia., 
the insurance business of 
Beatty, who for years 
with the agency bearing 


has 
the 
was 
his 


A. W. 
taken over 
late A. G. 
identified 
name. 

Chevalier 
Ia.. but in recent years in the 
business in Cedar Rapids, has 
Ames to become associated with 
Brown in the insurance business. 


or 
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of Ames, 
furniture 
returned 
H. F. 
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START WRITING IN JANUARY 
American Standard of Oklahoma Re- 
ceives Charter—Plans to Expand 
Into Adjoining States 





OKLAHOMA CITY, Nov. 22.—An- 


nouncement has been made that the 
American Standard of Oklahoma City, a 
newly formed organization, will be 
formally launched and begin to write 


business early in January. The company 
has been organized under the laws of 
Oklahoma, receiving its charter to write 
fire, lightning, tornado and inland marine 
insurance and allied lines, with an au- 
thorized capital of $500,000. The capital 
is divided into 50,000 shares of the par 
value of $10 each, and is being sold at a 
price sufficient to create the necessary 


surplus, according to R. M. Eacock, 
president. : ~~ 
Affiliation with the Western Union 


will be effected, he further announced, 
as soon as the organization beings active 
operation. 

Other officers are Judge George M. 
Nicholson, first vice-president; Col. T. 
D. Turner, second vice-president; S. P. 
Jerry, secretary-treasurer; and Robert 
M. Eacock, J. A. Eisele, T. H. Vaughn, 
S. P. Berry and Judge George M. 
Nicholson, executive committeemen. 

The official staff and directorate 
made up of some of the leading business 
and professional men of their respective 
towns and cities. 

Mr. Eacock has announced the policy 
of building around his company the lead- 
ing local agencies of the state. Agencies 
already announced include A. Gibler, of 
Alava; Walter Smith, Lawton, and C. 
W. Coward, Newoka. 

After organizing 


is 


agencies through 





Oklahoma, the company plans to ex- 


pand into adjoining states. 


REGIONAL MEETINGS 
ARRANGED FOR TEXAS 


President C. L. Duncan of the Texas 
Association of Insurance Agents has ar- 
ranged for a series of regional meetings 
covering the state from Amarillo in the 
north to Brownsville in the _ south. 
President Duncan will be accompanied 
by Secretary D. G. Foreman. The dates 
and places are as follows: 

Corsicana, Nov. 26 regional vice-presi- 
dent E. M. Polk. 

Marshall, Nov. 27, regional vice-presi- 
dent G. K. Wines. 

San Angelo, Dec. 6, regional 
president Russell R. Trimble. 

Pecos, Dec. 7, regional vice-president 


vice- 


J. C. Echlin. 
Denton, Dec. 10, regional vice-presi- 
dent L. B. Shaver. 


Wichita Falls, Dec. 11, regional vice- 
president B. B. Greever. 

Amarillo, Dec. 12, regional vice-presi- 
dent Geo, S. Williams. 


Smithville, Dec. 17, regional vice- 
president J. D. Seiders. 

3eaumont, Dec. 18, regional vice- 
president C. H. Roberts. 

Brownsville, Dec. 19, regional vice- 


president Marcus Phillips. 

It is expected that a compulsory lia- 
bility law will be offered to the next 
legislature in January, patterned closely 
after the Massachusetts statute. The 
regional meetings are being held mainly 
for the purpose of discussing proposed 


legislation. Officials of the state organ- 
ization will cooperate with the local 
associations and participate in these 


group meetings. 








Secretary Foreman of the association 
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said he believed that insurance men | 
would probably favor a law along the | 
fines of that in New York and Cali- | 
fornia. They would not oppose licensing | 
of drivers and thé revocation of licenses | 
when drivers are convicted of reckless | 
driving, but they will certainly oppose | 
forcing all automobile owners or drivers 
to carry liability insurance. 


WANTS INVESTIGATION 
MADE ON COMMISSIONS 


W. L. Foster of Fort Worth, Tex., 
former president of the Texas Associa- 
tion of Insurance Agents, has sent out a 
letter to 100 members of the organiza- 
tion recommending that a fund be accu- 
mulated to attack the Oil Insurance As- 
sociation in cutting the commission to 
agents from 15 to 10 percent. He said 
that his office will contribute $100. He 
believes that counsel should be em- 
ployed to look into the situation and see 
whether the Oil Insurance Association 
has the right under the Texas laws to 
act as it has. Mr. Foster states that if 
the Oil Association is able to do this, 
grain will be the next on the list, just 
as cotton already is gone. 


General Agency Appointment 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Nov. 21.— Alton 
Jennings Company bas Ween appointed 
general agent in Oklahoma for the Lib- 
erty of Dayton, and the Eureka Fire & 
Marine of Cincinnati. A new combina- 
tion policy is being issued by these 
companies giving complete automobile 
coverage in one policy. Russell H. Tay- 
lor is manager of the casualty depart- 
ment of the agency. 





Oklahoma Insurance Legislators 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Nov. 21.— 
The next Oklahoma legislature will have 
three insurance men, according to re- 
turns that have been received. Frank 
Carmichael, Democrat, Beckham county; 
Cc. E. HerschbBerger, Republican, Grant 
county, will be house members, while 
A. C. Easter, Republican, Bartlesville, 
will come to the senate. It is possible 
that some legislation of an important 
nature will be asked at the next session. 


Texas Cities Improve Protection 
Fire Prevention Week in Texas is now 
having its aftermath in increased fire- 
fighting facilities in various cities, the 
three latest of which are Dallas, which 
has bought three miles of new hose at 
a cost of $21,000; Lufkin, which is be- 
ginning a new $21,500 fire station, and 
New Boston, laying new mains through- 
out, erecting a standpipe and digging 
three new wells, which will give the 





little city ample fire protection for some 
time to come. 


Will Plant the Anchor 


Floyd West & Co. of Dallas, who have 
been appointed general agents of the 
Anchor of Providence, R. L, running 
mate of the Providence Washington, 
which has been admitted to do business 
in Texas, will make an intensive canvass 
in the state for agents. J. D. Kitchen & 
Brother of New Orleans are general 
agents for the Providence Washington 
in Texas. 


Whittington Blue Goose Speaker 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Nov. 21.—Eugene 
Whittington, president and manager of 
the Eugene Whittington Company and 
former president of the local board here, 
addressed the Blue Goose at Monday’s 
meeting in behalf of the Chamber of 
Commerce Community Fund drive. 








Oklahoma Notes 


Cc. T. Ingalls, manager of the Okla- 
homa Inspection Bureau, announces that 
Healdton and Wilson are being rerated. 

T. Ray Phillips, Oklahoma state agent 
for the Niagara Fire, is spending this 
week in New York, visiting the home 
office. 

J. S. Pearce of Tulsa, of the firm of 
Pearce, Porter & Martin, left Thursday 
fer a ten-day visit to the home office of 
the Aetna at Hartford. 

Dan Murchison, manager of the local 
department of the T. E. Braniff Com- 
pany, Oklahoma City, was married re- 
cenily to Lucille Evans of Hiawatha, 
Kan. 

E. E. Doggett, superintendent of 
agencies for the T. E. Braniff Company, 
Oklahoma City, has returned from a trip 
through southern Texas, visiting general 
agents. 

Lee Morgan, Oklahoma state agent for 
the National Union Fire, is recovering 
from an operation for appendicitis. He 
has been taken home from the hospital 
and is expected to be back at his desk 
before long. 


Texas Notes 


Fire, caused by defective wiring, de- 
stroyed the coach shed of the Missouri 
Pacific Lines at Kingsville, Tex., with 
loss approximated at $175,000. Excellent 
work of the local fire department saved 
the machine shops, roundhouse and 100 
freight cars undergoing repairs which 
were all adjacent to the burned building. 

The Weatherred Transfer & Storage 
Company of Waco, Tex., lost $12,000 in 
stock of news print paper when one of 
its floors was ruined by fire and water 
Friday night. Also 30,000 bushels of 
Lankhart cotton seed, stored there, was 
a total loss. Insurance, however, is suf- 
ficient to cover both losses. 


W. E. Underwood, Jonesboro, Ark., 
local agent, was found dead witha bullet 
in his head Nov. 3. Evidence seemed 
conclusive that Underwood committed 
suicide. Despondency over family diffi- 
culties is believed to be the cause. 
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TWO MEN OF DISTINCTION | 
Milton Dargan and Samuel Y. Tupper | 
Have Made Excellent Records 

in Their Departments 


ATLANTA, Nov. 21.—The event of 
outstanding interest in fire underwriting 
circles here just now is the intended 
early retirement of Milton Dargan as | 
southern manager of the Royal, and the 
merger of the departments of the Royal | 
and the Queen and their affiliated en- | 
terprises, under the management of | 
Samuel Y. Tupper. Mr. Dargan has | 
been a stalwart figure in southern fire | 
underwriting for many years. Few mat- 
ters of importance in the territory were 
eftected without his sanction, and mainly 
tpon his initiative. As long ago as 1906 
e was president of the Southeastern 
Underwriters Association and at the 
Present time is chairman of its executive 
committee. Clearheaded, forceful and 
Withal diplomatic he has been a tower 
of strength to the general fire business 
for many years. The absence of his 
counsel in future will be a matter for 
regret. 

The selection of Mr. Tupper as head 
ot the merged department of the affili- 





ated companies is hailed as an admir- 
able move. He inherited in large meas- 
ure the fine ability of his father, the 
late S. Y. Tupper, and having had the 
benefit of years of training under the 


latter prior to his death. The senior 
always had a well defined business pol- 
icy. The southern department of the 


Queen managed to make an underwrit- 
ing profit year after year, a record since 
continued by the son. Local represen- 
tatives of the Queen knew exactly the 
tvpe of risks and the limits that would 
be written upon each, and seldom of- 
fered lines contrary thereto. 

As a result the Queen office had lit- 
tle correspondence with its agents con- 
cerning business proposals, the effort in 
such direction being reduced to a mini- 
mum. Mr. Tupper seldom explained 
the reason for his partiality for a par- 
ticular locality or type of risks. The 
record of the office demonstrates the 
wisdom of his attitude. His office un- 
derwriters and field men soon accepted 
the views of their chief unquestioningly. 
appreciating that if such were Mr. Tup- 
per’s opinions they must be correct. 


Florida Situation Discussed 


Members of the Southeastern Under- 
writers Association met in Pinehurst, 

















JEWELRY INSURANCE 
JEWELRY Insured against Loss of 
Any Kind — Any Time — Any Where 
Coverage is ‘‘All Risks in All Situations” 


A. F. SHAW & CO., Inc. 


Insurance Exchange 75 Maiden Lane 
Chicago, IIl, New York City 


General Agents—‘‘All Risks’’ Department 
Saint Paul Fire & Marine Insurance Co. 























R. M. BISSELL, Pres. JOHN H. GRIFFIN, Vice-Pres. & Mgr. 
WILLIAM COLLINS, Sec’y & Treas. 


TWIN CITY FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
The Company That Aims to Excel in Service 


FIRE TORNADO FARM 


HAIL AUTOMOBILE TRACTOR 











F. R. Ormsby, Pres. 


Industrial Fire Insurance Co. 
Akron, Ohio 
J y 1, 1928 
Surplus to Policyholders $968,055.88 
Total Admitted Assets $1,737,659.31 


G. E. Hutchings, Secy. C. J. Kepler, Treas. and Asst. Secy. 











Capital $500,000 





An Ohio Company writing Business through Ohio Agents. 
represent an Ohio Company? 


AGENTS WANTED! 


Why not 











GEO. M. EASLEY HAL V. HAYS 


“GEO. M. EASLEY AND COMPANY 
GENERAL AGENTS—DALLAS 


“HE PROFITS MOST WHO SERVES BEST” 
Boston Ins. Co. 
Pittsburgh Underwriters 
Patriotic Insurance Company 
Federal Ins. Co. of Jersey City 
Globe Indemnity Co. New York 
Fire & Marine Und. Agency of Automobile Ins. Co. of Hartford 
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CANADA ILLINOIS (Cont.) MICHIGAN OKLAHOMA 
A. K. MACDONALD & CO. WELBORS 8. A.H. DINNING COMPANY | | THE FULLER ADJUSTMENT COMPANY 
Insurance Adjusters j EV E-. N ~ Insurance Adjusters eee es Soe 
or Se aa Vd —- * cco Automobile -- Fire -- Marine OfSces at 
oO 944 Free Press Bui 
_— ae ADJUSTERS DETROIT, MICH. 21s Mere, Bids. 21s Atco Bide 
Phones Residence—Metcalf 41-8406. PEORIA Phone Randolph 0481 Guy H. Fuller, Mzr. L. M 
WYO. AND N. MEX. PENNSYLVANIA 
~ : FIRE AUTOMOBILE | | W. A. GIBSON COMPANY ARTHUR R. a 
ilenatimasnsdiiemanearte J. L. FOSTER ADJUSTERS 
justment 1305 Cadillac Square 205 Capitol Theater 
Adjusters of Insurance Losses INSURANCE ADJUSTERS D ie b Fi Mich. 
All Modern Coverage ethene! fant etroit, Mich. int, ic 
te Gas & Electric Bldg. Denver, Colorade ted Retting Fire, Auto, Burglary and Inland Marine ADJUSTERS 
ne First Natl. Bk. Bldg., Albuquergue, N. M. 205 Voffee Bidg. HARRISBURG, PA, 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 





NICHOLS COMPANY 


aabteeueeniens * ADJUSTMENTS 


INSURANCE COMPANIES 
D. C.—Md.—Va.—W. Va. 
Suite 625-26-27-28 Bond Building 
re D. Cc. 


Auto, Fire, Theft, Collision, P. D., Liability 


Workmen’s Compensation 


JOHN F. SHEAHAN & CO. 
416 Brown Bldg. Phone Forest 4121 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 

Also Covering Surrounding Territory 








INDIANA 


MINNESOTA 
LYMAN HANES, Inc. 
General Adjusters for I Compani 





DULUTH, FARGO and MINNEAPOLIS 














FLORIDA 
F.L. MILLER 
Prompt and Efficient Adjustment 


Services in Southern Alabama 
and West Florida 


Box 1408 Pensacola, Fla. 


INDIANA ADJUSTMENT CO. 


Automobile Adjustments 
Separate Offices at 
INDIANAPOLIS 
FORT WAYNE 


TERRE HAUTE 
EVANSVILLE 





MAIN BAKER & WRIGHT, INC. 
General Adjusters 


Minneapolis—F argo—Duluth 











MISSOURI 











A. HH. | SMITH 


e@ Adjuster 

FIRE — AUTOMOBILE a  OROUALTY 
Ten Years at Same 
(Personal Service 

Offices: Tampo—Orlande—West Palm Beach 


eadquarters 
1081, S & 5 First National Bank Bullding 
Tampa, Florida 


Automobile Adjustments Only 


EUGENE McINTIRE 


318 American Central Life Building 
Phone Main 0144 INDIANAPOLIS 

















ILLINOIS 





H. S. EASTMAN & CO. 
“H. S. EASTMAN HIMSELF” 
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Im All Lines of Insurance Adjust 


THOS. J. ENGLISH 
Specializing on 


AUTOMOBILE and CASUALTY 
CLAIMS 


Pierce Bldg. ST. LOUIS, MO. 








S. Indiana = W.. Kentucky _S. Illinois 
SOUTHERN INDIANA ADJUSTMENT CO 


411 Mercantile Bank Bldg., 
EVANSVILLE 
Specializing in Auto-C ion-A 
Health Claims. Insurance| =o. only. 
Thos. M. Duncan, Mgr. Phone M. 878 


vo 











lizing in Compensation, oe & 
Health and Automobile Personal Injury. 
Burnham Building Chicago, 








WILSON S. 


LEVENS 


AND COMPANY 


ADJUSTERS 
CHICAGO 








THOMAS T. NORTH 
ADJUSTMENT COMPANY 





IOWA 





J. R. JONES 
FIRE CASUALTY auto 
401 Commonwealth Bldg. Market 230 
DES MOINES 








KANSAS 





KINKEL ADJUSTMENT AGENCY 
JOHN M. KINKEL W. P. KINKEL 
Fire, Tornado and Automobile Losses 











ADJUSTERS 


Burglary, Automobile, Teatets Floater and 
“All Risk’ Adjustments 
$27S.La Salle St..CHICAGO, ILL. 


Renee 








Fire Auto 


Angus B. Ferdinand 


BONDED ADJUSTER 
715 Jefferson Bldg. Tel. 6057-23818 
Over 10 years experience 





Casualty 


Established Peoria 1922 


PEORIA—ILL. 





, ba rs Side Line 1 Adjusted 
ws Wen — : ; HUTCHINSON 
CHICAGO 
MoKanOkla Adjustment 
G. B. VAN BUREN & CO. Company 


Adjusters for Companies Only 


605 Temple Bidg., Wichita, Kansas 
339 Manufacturers Ex Exshange Bidg., Kansas City, 
517 Insurance Bid Okiahoma City, Oke, 
1108 Hunt Bids. Tulsa, Oklahoma 











KENTUCKY 





Kentucky Indiana Tennessee 


J. H. HARRISON 


GENERAL ADJUSTER 


1245-47 Starks Bidg., Louisville, Ky. 
Phone City 3015 





Underwriters Service 
Association, Inc. 
Investigations — Adjustments — 
Reports 


Casualty, Fire and Miscellaneous Lines. 
Insurance Companies Only. New 


England Territory 
185 DEVONSHIRE STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 





OHIO 





oINSURANCE SERVICE BUREAU 
laim Examiners — Adjusters — Supervisors 
W. E. JACKSON, General Manager 
820 Renkert Bldg. Canton, Ohio 


Associated with Burt, Kinnison, 
Carson & Shadrach, Attorneys 


Canton: Dial 5167 Akron: Main 3557 








CHARLES E. CURTIS 


KEITH BUILDING 
CLEVELAND 


Thirty-Six Years Company Service 











McAndrews Adjusting 
Agency 
Thomas A. McAndrews, Owner 


719 Coal Exchange Building 
WILKESBARRE, PA. 








TEXAS 





Bates Adjustment Company 


“We have served the companies for 
more than twenty-six years” 








JOHN BURKE 
Insurance Adjustments 
14% KIRBY BLDG., DALLAS 


Sooty Qualified From Experience te 
Cott Oil Field 
— oT ( 5 








G. H. MERCIER CO. 


Insurance Adjusters 


DALLAS & HOUSTON 
Send Claim Files to 914 S. W. L. Bldg., 
DALLAS, TEXAS 





WISCONSIN 





Lee W. Bort, Inc. 


Established 1914 


Independent Adjusters 
Home Office: Beloit, Wis. 











WILSON S. 


LEVENS 


AND COMPANY 


ADJUSTERS 
MILWAUKEE 








S. R. LEWIS 
204-8 Davis & Farley Bldg. 
CLEVELAND 
Tel. Main 167 





THOMAS T. NORTH 
ADJUSTMENT COMPANY 
Automobile Py Side Lime Losses 

A Specialty 
A. E. A PRIOR, Mgr., Milwaukee Branch 
Bldg. 


riters 
MILWAUKEE 











THAYER’S UNDERWRITERS 


SURVEY COMPANY 

E. A. Thayer, Gen. Mgr. N. R. Thayer, Supt. 

503-6 Finance Bldg., 750 Prospect Ave., S. E. 

Phone Main 6956- 6957 CLEVELAND 

Specializing in the adjustment of automo- 
bile losses and liability claims. 

twenty-five 


Investigators for the 


years. 





NURNBERG-SCHIFFLER & CO. 
General Adjusters 
Underwriters Exchange Bidg. 
MILWAUKEE 
#0 Broadway Phones-Broadway { a4 
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N. C., last week and discussed the meet- 
ing of the Southern Tornado Associa- 
tion, at which the windstorm insurance 
situation in Florida was the big topic. 
A new schedule of forms and rates was 
adopted at the meeting of the Tornado 
Association, but it has not been officially 
promulgated. Although the companies 
that write windstorm insurance in Flor- 
jda have suffered heavily, it is the be- 
lief of Most executives that companies 
must continue to write the business. 
Withdrawals from the state would result 
harmfully for Florida business interests. 


KENTUCKY FACES STATE FUND 


Commission Cancels Insurance on State 
Buildings in Louisville and Asks 
for Bids 


FRANKFORT, KY., Nov. 21.—Steps 
were taken during the week which mav 
put Kentucky in the next campaign for 
the election of the legislature to enter 
the insurance business, at least to insure 
its own buildings. The state sinking 
fund commission has decided to cancel 
$2,700,000 worth of insurance carried on 
all of its buildings in this city, both 
fre and tornado, and in the meantime 
will advertise for bids on the new in- 
surance. If the bids are not satisfactory, 
it is more than probable that the state 
will enter the next campaign to get men 
nominated for the legislature, irrespec- 
tive of party who will support a plan 
of state insurance similar to that offered 
during the last session of the legisla- 


Introduced Resolution 


In the legislature first year, Repre- 
sentative Hargrove introduced a resolu- 
tion asking that a list of all the insur- 
ance carried on the capitol and state 
buildings be furnished the general as- 
sembly. The resolution was passed and 
the data furnished and then Senator 
Bond introduced a bill providing for the 
appropriation of a sum of money suffi- 
cient to start the state in its own insur- 
ance business, which was claimed would 
save thousands of dollars annually. This 
bill was favored by Representative Har- 
grove in the house, but it was defeated 
in the rush and jam of the last few 
days of the session, it being generally 
understood that the insurance companies 
would make satisfactory terms with the 


state on the insurance carried by the 
State. 
After the legislature adjourned the 


commission took up the problem of in- 
sufance at several of its meetings but 
did not reach an agreement until this 
week when it cancelled four smaller 
policies on the capitol and its con- 
tents. These were renewals of policies 
which had expired and had not been 
sanctioned by the commission. At the 
same time the commission announced 
that all policies on the state property 
in this city would be cancelled and bids 
asked for new insurance. 


Leaves Bureau for Field Work 


RICHMOND, VA., Nov. 21—Ethelbert 
§. Utz has resigned as license clerk of 
the Virginia bureau of insurance with 
a view of going into the field for the 
National Fire of Hartford. He is now 
in the home office of the company taking 
a special course of training preliminary 
to becoming a special agent. While con- 
nected with the bureau he devoted much 
of his spare time to a study of fire in- 
surance. Lemuel Davidson succeeds him 


as license clerk. Mr. Davidson has been 
connected with the bureau in-another 
capacity for several years. 


Organize Farm Mutual 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA., Nov. 21.—The 
Alabama Farm Bureau Insurance Asso- 
tiation will be organized at an early 
date to furnish fire and tornado protec- 
tion at a low cost for farmers of this 
State, it was announced last week by 
Oficials of the state extension service. 
This new insurance association will be 
aunit of the Farmers Cooperative As- 
80ciation. 

A petition to the insurance department 
has been prepared and signed by promi- 


The new insurance organization will be 
mutual. 


Cover Louisville City Property 


LOUISVILLE, Nov. 21—Although the 
state of Kentucky is showing a tendency 
toward carrying its own or no insur- 
ance on state buildings, more especially 
the capitol group, the city of Louisville 
believes in adequate coverage. Last 
week George T. Cross, city buyer, placed 
$75,000 of fire and windstorm coverage 
on a new city incinerator, which is of 
concrete, steel and brick construction 
and as near fireproof as it could be 
built. However, there is danger from 
lightning and wind. There was $40,000 
on equipment and $35,000 on building. 
Edward J. Miller of Edward J. Miller 
& Co., who is also president of the 
municipal water plant, handled the in- 
surance arrangements and secured 
$15,000 of the coverage for his own firm, 
the remainder going to six other 
agencies. 


‘Kentucky Conditions Good 


LOUISVILLE, Nov. 21—Field men are 
feeling very good over the relatively 
light losses experienced in city and state 
the past 30 to 60 days and have hopes 
of pulling up with a fairly respectable 
loss ratio for the year. 

Adjustment offices also report that 
losses are running light. Larger losses 
have been cleaned up and the adjusters 
are chiefly busy with automobile and 
small losses. 


Schedule Kentucky Meetings 


LOUISVILLE, Nov. 21—Leo Thieman, 
executive secretary of the Louisville 
Board of Fire Underwriters, who is in 
active charge of a membership campaign 
to be put on by the Kentucky Associa- 
tion of Insurance Agents, reports that 
tentative dates have been set for meet- 
ings to be held at Frankfort, Dec. 4; 
Lexington, Dec. 5; Winchester, Dec. 6, 
and Danville, Dec. 7, as the first work 
in an outlined drive, whereby meetings 





will be held in the strategic cities of 
the state. 
Annual Meeting in Louisville 
LOUISVILLE, Nov. 21—The Kentucky 


Fire Underwriters Association has ar- 
ranged to hold its annual meeting and 
election at the Brown Hotel, Louisville, 
Tuesday afternoon, Nov. 27. The Blue 
Goose is to have an initiation, with a 
dinner at 6:30 and dance starting about 
9:30 p. m. 





Kentucky Inspection Plans 
The Kentucky Fire Prevention Asso- 
ciation has sent out letters to members, 


ealling attention to a meeting and in- 
spection at Owensboro, Dec. 5. Fire 
Chief Cureton of Owensboro, who is 


regarded as one of the best in the coun- 
try, will make a talk on fire prevention. 
Chief Cureton for several years past has 
had Owensboro up in the front ranks 
for cities of its size, and has won some 
prizes for low loss ratio. 

Inspections also are scheduled 
Lebanon in January, Princeton in 
ruary, Madisonville in March, 
burg and Ashland in April, 
in May. 


for 
Feb- 
Catletts- 
Middlesboro 





Kentucky Notes 


Cc. A. J. Walker, 60, president of the 
Mutual Fire of Covington, Ky., and a 
prominent attorney, died at his home in 
Fort Mitchell, Ky., following a long ill- 
ness. 

L. E. Driscoll, 
with the Home 
now become 
the Norwich 


who until recently 
of New York, but has 
state agent in Kentucky for 
Union, has established an 
office at 1113 Starks building, where he 
is sharing space with Harry E. Maury, 
an adjustor. 


was 


Roe Agency Gets Company 

The Charles N. Roe Agency of Detroit 
has been given the Wayne County, Mich., 
general agency for the Merchants & 
Manufacturers Fire, one of the Corroon 
& Reynolds group. 





Cosmopolitan Makes Agency Deal 


The Cosmopolitan Fire, which has ap- 
plied for a Florida license, has made an 
agency arrangement with Hunter Lyon 
of Miami. Mr. Lyon represents the 
United States Merchants & Shippers, the 
National Union, the Birmingham of 
Pennsylvania, the Atlantic Fire and the 
Presidential Fire & Marine as general 





Rent agricultural leaders of the state. 











ILLINOIS 


AGENTS 


WOULD YOU LIKE A DISTRICT AGENCY 


WITH A STRONG STOCK COMPANY WRITING 


FULL COVERAGE AUTOMOBILE, PLATE GLASS 
AND GENERAL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE? 





Attractive proposition for good agents— 
Desirable territory open outside of Cook County— 


Write today for full particulars. 





THE LIBERTY INSURANCE CO. 


HOME OFFICE 


38 DAYTON, 


OHIO 


Assets Over 1%4 Millions. Surplus to Policyholders, $600,000 



































TELL your industrial policy- 
holders to use Oakite mate- 
tials in their cleaning operations. 
It is good advice for them to 
follow because Oakite methods 
are positive insurance against 
all fire and explosion hazards 
in cleaning. 





Give your clients a tip 
on hazardless cleaning 


Oakite Service Men, cleaning oye are located in 
the leading industrial centers of the U. S. and 


Manufactured only by 
OAKITE PRODUCTS, INC., 54B Thames St., 


OAKITE 


Industrial Cleaning M 







Moreover, it is good advice for 
you to give because it tells your 
clients that you are on the alert 
to safeguard their interests. 


Booklets giving particulars about 
SAFE Oakite cleaning gladly 
sent on request. 


Canada 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 


laterials 


























lowa National Fire Ins. 


Co. 


Des Moines 


FIRE—LIGHTNING—TORNADO and 
AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 


An IOWA Company 


For IOWA Businese 


IOWA Agents Wanted 


PARLEY SHELDON 
Henerary Vice-President 


Cc. S. VANCE 
President 
C. M. Spencer, Vice-President and Secretary 


FRANK P. FLYNN 
Treasarer 




























MISSOURI 


KANSAS 


J. H. Good General Agency 


REPRESENTING 
Iroquois Fire Ins. Co. 
Detroit F. & M. Ins. Co. 
Minneapolis F. & M. Ins. Co. 


The State Assurance Co., Ltd. 


Agents Wanted in 


KANSAS CITY, MO. 


Unoccupied Territory 
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| ON THE PACIFIC COAST | 
PACIFIC BOARD MEETING | was reelected to office by an overwhelm- 


Discuss Means of Terminating General 
Agency Disruption in Oregon 
and Washington 


DEL MONTE, CAL., Nov. 21—A 
plan designed to bring about an end to 
the general agency conditions which 
have disrupted the fire insurance busi- 
ness in Oregon and Washington for 
several years past and are consistently 
growing worse, was the principal busi- 
ness at the semi-annual meeting of the 
Pacific Board here today. Indications 
pointed to a continuation of the meeting 
over into Thursday. Last Monday when 
the members of the eastern conference 
committee and the three coast managers 
returned from their tour of investiga- 
tion into the Pacific northwest it was 
reported that they had discovered con- 
ditions to be infinitely worse than re- 
ports. reaching the east had indicated. 

Delicate Situation 


If the coast executives and their com- 
pany presidents do not adopt the new 
plan as proposed by these committee- 
men the business in that section of the 
country will be thrown wide open and 
a commission war bound to result. 
Those agents who have been elevated 
to general agents during recent months 
in the battle waged by board companies 
against each other, are naturally jealous 
of their position and do not want to 
let go although many of them are re- 
ported to have said that under existing 
conditions and their own commission 
paying ability they are unable to de- 
velop an agency plant. The eastern 
conference committee met with the 
Seattle general agents last Friday and 
the -local agents of Portland Saturday. 
On Monday the committee held a meet- 
ing with the San Francisco coast gen- 
eral agents and outlined their results to 
them as well as expressed their opin- 
ions as to what should be done. 


COMMISSIONER LEE 
WILL TAKE NO PART 


is 








Insurance Commissioner Lee of Ore- 
gon in a bulletin states that it has come 
to the notice of his department that a 
great many fire companies and special 
agents are extending long time credit 
to local agents. This practice Mr. Lee 
states in a great many cases results in 
difficulties between company and agent 
which have been referred to the depart- 
ment with a request for action against 
the agent. He declares that matters of 
this kind are entirely between the com- 
pany and agent and the department will 
take no part in such disagreements un- 
less the matter involves the interest of a 
policyholder. Commissioner Lee further 
said the practice of sending cancellation 
notices for non-payment of premium to 
ascertain which assureds have paid and 
which have not paid their premium will 
not have the approval of the depart- 
ment. 


Movement for Detrick 

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 21.—Ac- 
cording to the San Francisco “Chron- 
icle” a movement is on foot among 
local agents of California to have Com- 
missioner Charles R. Detrick reap- 
pointed when his term expires next 
March. Mr. Detrick is serving a term 
which originated under a former ad- 
ministration, one which was not in sym- 
pathy with the present state powers and 
in fact one which opposed the election 
of Governor Young at the last guber- 
natorial election. Commissioner Detrick 
has made himself very popular with the 
business during his term. 


Porter Again Reelected 


George P. Porter, state auditor and 
commissioner of insurance of Montana, 


ing majority. He has been in the office 
for the last ten years. There were less | 
than 300 insurance companies admitted 
to Montana when he first assumed re- | 
sponsibility and the receipts of the de- | 
partment were less than $250,000. 
close of this year will see more than 
400 companies licensed and receipts of 
more than $350,000. The fire marshal 
department has been very active and 
has done much toward furthering fire 
protection in the state. 


Fake Agent Is Sentenced 


Boulder, 
an agent 


Colo., 
of an 


of 


as 


jenjamin Johnson 
represented himself 
insurance company, although he had no 
connection with it. He collected money 
on imaginary policies, and in the dis- 
trict court he pleaded guilty, being. sen- 
tenced by Judge Coffin to serve one to 
three years in the state penitentiary. 


Godfrey Schirmer Dead 
DENVER, Nov. 
Schirmer, a in 


COLO., 
pioneer 


21.—Godfrey 
local agency 
local agency, is dead. He 
old and was president of 
National Bank in addition 
activities. 


was 
the 
to 


largest 

65 years 
American 
his insurance 


Present Fire Prevention Trophies 
For 
the 


prevention 
fire 


in fire 
Cooper, 


work 
W. P. 


best 
year, 


the 
past 


The | 


and Accomplishments.” Several execu- 
tives of fire insurance companies were 
in attendance. 
Dick in Northwest 5 
SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 21 — F. S. 
Dick, assistant manager of the Con- 
| necticut, Westchester and Virginia Fire 
& Marine, is in the Pacific north- 


work here and head of the city’s second | 


chief | 
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of Richmond, Cal., presented with 
the Lewis B. Mayer and Thomas H. Ince 
trophies at a huge civic luncheon on 
Nov. 14. Jay W. Stevens, chief of the 
fire prevention bureau of the National 
Board and fire marshal of Califor- 
nia, spoke on “Fire Prevention, Its Aims 


was 


state 


west taking charge of the duties of A. W. 
Nyblom, superintendent in that district, 
who was recently injured in a serious 
automobile accident. 


New Deputy for Oregon 


PORTLAND, ORE., Nov. 21.—Ira P. E. 
Reynolds, Oregon special agent for the 
Commercial Union, who has been deputy 
most loyal grand gander of the Blue 
Goose for Oregon, has resigned. August 
F. Muenter, special agent for the Fire- 
man’s Fund, has been named to fill the 
vacancy. 


Coast Notes 
Carrol W. Clary has been appointed 
special agent at Los Angeles for southern 
California of the Western States Fire In- 


surance Agency of San Francisco, suc- 
ceeding J. F. Govan, resigned. 
Cc. A. (‘Cappy’) Ricks, formerly secre- 


tary of the California Association of In- 
surance Agents, addressed the Chamber 
of Commerce of Patterson, Cal. last 
week. 











NEWS FROM EASTERN FIELD 








MOSES STIRRING UP AGENTS 


New Manager Pennsylvania Association 
of Insurance Agents Is Adding to 
Membership Roll 


Frank D. Moses, who was appointed 
manager of the Pennsylvania Associa- 
tion of Insurance Agents, took charge 
Oct. 1 and since that time has been 
out in the field getting acquainted with 
the territory. He has put on 79 new 
members since he took charge. When 
Mr. Moses was formerly connected with 





FRANK D. 


Pennsylvania Association of 
Insurance Agents 


MOSES 
Manager 


“Rough Notes” at Indianapolis, he was 
engaged in advertising and promotion 
work. He had been in the field for an 
insurance company in Illinois and Indi- 
ana. He originally hailed from Salt Lake 
City but for the last 15 years has been 
in Indianapolis. He is a Washington 
University and Beloit college man. He 
served in the war becoming captain. 





The Pennsylvania Association of Insur- 


ance Agents is determined to strengthen 
itself all along the line. Mr. Moses has 
opered his office at 104 Chestnut street 
in Harrisburg. 


NEWARK, N. J. TO ATTACK 
THE NOT TAKEN EVIL 





NEWARK, N. J., Nov. 21.—As a result 
of a talk before fire and casualty agents 
of this city by B. R. Mowry, manager 
of the Central Bureau of New York, on 
the methods employed by that organiza- 
tion in checking the “not taken” policy 
evil, and the results obtained, the local 
men determined to appoint two com- 
mittees, one composed of fire and the 
other of casualty agents, to consider a 
similar organization for this city. 

In his talk Mr. Mowry stressed the 
need for securing from the home de- 
partment its support of the intended 
program, adding that unless this were 
done the effort would prove unavailing. 
C. A. Gough, deputy insurance commis- 
sioner of insurance for New Jersey, was 
an attentive listener to all Mr. Mowry 
said. The local fraternity is confident 
that he would warmly cooperate in such 
a forward looking movement as that 
proposed, which was worked out ad- 
mirably in New York. 


Exchange Makes Appointments 


BOSTON, Nov. 21.—The New England 
Insurance Exchange at its monthly 
meeting the last week elected the fol- 


lowing nominating committee to bring 
in a new list of officers to be elected at 
the January meeting. C. W. Page, Jr., 
Ralph G. Hinkley, W. H. Boutell, L. G. 
Fitzherbert and Robert T. Cairns. 

Four new active members were 
elected: Ernest Nixon, Virginia F. & M.; 
Robert L. Abbe of North America, Clar- 
ence F. Campbell, New York Under- 
writers, and Joseph L. Lovejoy, Roches- 
ter American. 

Herbert J. Hill and John T. Keyes 
were elected honorary members, and G. 
M. McCarthy, Scottish Union & National, 
was appointed a member of the Boston 
metropolitan conference. 


Central Pennsylvania Agents Elect 


HARRISBURG, PA., Nov. 21—Members 
of the Insurance Association of Central 
Pennsylvania, composed of the agency 
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ualty companies in this field, held their 
annual meeting here last week. Fred VY, 
Rockey of this city was elected presi. 
dent of the association for 1929. Other 
new officers are: William H. Eby, vice- 
president; Clarence M. Thumma, secre. 
tary and treasurer. Executive commit. 
tee members are Frank R. Leib, John E, 
Gipple, Joseph B. Metzger, Stanley D, 
Adler, L. Frank Bass and E. 8S. Joseph, 
These committee chairmen were ap- 
pointed: Entertainment, William S. Es. 
sick; legislative, G. W. Mattson; attend. 
ance, Clarence M. Thumma. 


Squabble Over Rebulding Fire Boat 


BUFFALO, Nov. 21—Reconditioning of 
the fireboat W. S. Grattan, badly dam- 
aged in an oil fire months ago, and 
which is keenly desired by the under- 


writers, has been held up by one of many 
squabbles between Mayor Schwab and 
members of the city council. The latter 
have instructed the mayor to provide 
$6,000 to engage a naval architect to 
make plans for reconditioning the boat, 
The mayor contends it Ys useless to re- 
build the Grattan as a steamer and wants 
Diesel engines installed. He says he wil} 


refuse to sign a deficiency bond neces. 
sary to get it this month. The director 
of the budget figures the fireboat was 


in actual use only 11 hours fighting fires 
between Feb. 1, 1925, and Feb. 1, 1926, 
and that it cost $9,562 for each hour it 
was thus used. Two shipbuilding com- 
panies will engage their own architects 
if they get the contract to rebuild the 
boat, the mayor has been told. 


Still Voids Policy 
ROCHESTER, N. Y., 
Filardo of East 


Nov. 21—Anthony 
Rochester was denied 
insurance money for fire in his home 
alleged to have resulted from explosion 
of a still by a supreme court jury. The 
East Rochester firemen say they found 
a still in the cellar of Filardo’s home 
after the fire had been extinguished. The 
lower court had given Filardo a verdict 
of $500. 


Reduce Boston Losses 


BOSTON, Nov. 21.—A reduction In the 


number and amount of large individual 
losses brought about a material de- 
crease in the fire loss of the city of 
Boston for the year 1927 as contrasted 


with the year previous, in fact marking 
the only decrease since 1919, according 
to the annual report of Manager Wil- 
liam H. Winkley of the Boston Board 
of Fire Underwriters. There were 249 
fires with losses, some 150 less than the 
year before. The number of fires of 
over $15,000 loss decreased from 63 to 44. 


Many Take Examinations 
Pennsylvania issued licenses 
insurance agents in October 
to Commissioner Taggart. Of that num- 
ber 693 were for life insurance. There 
were 1,225 persons appearing for the ex- 
amination and 173 failed to _ pass. 
Agents’ license fees for the month 
amounted to $4,431 compared with 
$653.50 for the same month of 1927. 


to 1,052 
according 


as 


Start Action Against Mutual 


Action has been started in the Dau- 
Phin county court by the Pennsylvania 
insurance department to take over the 


affairs of the Safety Mutual Fire of Leb- 


anon. The state in its petition to the 
court says the company has issued no 
policies since 1924. Its liabilities are 
given at $74,044.10 and the assets 


$364.15. 


Eastern Notes 


The Empire State of Watertown, N.Y, 
has been licensed in Pennsylvania. 

Admission to New Jersey has been se- 
cured by the Sylvania, one of the Cor- 
roon & Reynolds group of companies. 

The Ocean-Star Insurance & Steamboat 
Agency has recently been incorporated in 
Woonsocket, R. I. Eva Soucy and Ade- 
lard Soucy of Woonsocket are incorpora- 
tors. 


Miscellaneous Notes 


The Ellsberry Agency, located in the 
Provident Bank building, Cincinnati, is 
being liquidated. A new agency is being 
started in the same office, representing 
about the same companies. It will be 
managed by A. F. Guethlein. 


_A fire of unknown origin at Neville, 
Sask., practically wiped out the business 
section of the town, with a total loss es- 
timated at $50,000. The loss included 
three general stores, a harness store, 4 
butcher shop and a private house. The 








representatives of stock, fire and cas- 


fire started in one of the general stores. 
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AGREE ON COMMISSION PLAN 


British Columbia Controversy Settled 
if Eastern Officers Agree to Pro- 
posed Change 


VANCOUVER, B. C., Nov. 21.— 
Settlement of the commission contro- 
yersy in British Columbia, whereby 
agents in the smaller cities and towns 
will be placed more nearly on a level 
with the agents in three excepted cities, 
Vancouver, Victoria and New West- 
minster, will be made in January, 1929, 
if the plan is O. K’d by eastern offices, 

The proposed plan provides payment 
of 15, 20 and 25 percent commission in 
certain places in the province which have 
adequate fire and water protection, in 
lieu of the present schedule. It will not 
be paid on all risks eligible to three- 
year term, except farm business which 
remains at 15 percent. 

The commission of British Columbia 
agents has been higher than those paid 
agents in the states of Oregon, Wash- 
ington and California who usually aver- 
age but 17 percent with no contingent. 


Garrett Succeeds Dougherty 
 &. 


Dougherty, who recently 
signed as British Columbia 
tendent of insurance, is 
H. G. Garrett, who has been deputy 
superintendent since 1921. Mr. Garrett 
is author of “the uniform life insurance 


act.” 


Te- 
superin- 
succeeded by 


Retiring from Hail Business 

WINNIPEG, Nov. 21—Due to their re- 
tirement from the hail business, the fol- 
lowing companies have given notice that 
they are withdrawing from the Cana- 
dian Hail Underwriters Association: 
British Traders, Union of Canton and 
Farmers Fire & Hail. 


Special Meeting on Amalgamation 

WINNIPEG, Nov. 21—A special meet- 
ing of the Western Canada Fire Under- 
writers Association and the Manitoba & 
Saskatchewan Automobile Underwriters 
Association, in reference to the proposed 
amalgamation of these associations, will 
take place Dec. 14 in Winnipeg. 


Canadian Losses Compared 
According to the “Monetary Times,” 
fre losses in Canada for the week end- 
ing Nov. 7 are estimated at $82,300, as 





compared with $151,200 for the corre- | 
sponding week of 1927. From Jan. 1 to | 
Nov. 7 losses are estimated at $16,231,- | 
300, as compared with $14,437,700 from | 
Jan. 1 to Nov. 9, 1927. 

According to the same _ source, fire 
losses in Canada for October are esti- 
mated at $1,795,200, as compared with 
with $1,777,750 for October, 1927. The 
losses are divided by provinces as fol- | 
lows: Alberta, $170,000; British Colum- 
bia, $125,000; Manitoba, $328,000; New 


Brunswick, 
$60,500; 
Island, 
katchewan, 
$500,000 for 


Nova Scotia, 
Prince Edward 
$190,000; Sas- 
estimate of 


losses. 


reported; 
Ontario, $261,700; 
$20,000; Quebec, 

$140,000; with an 
unreported 


not 


Meunier Canada Manager 


Theodore Meunier of Montreal has been 
appointed Canadian manager of the Lin- 
coln Fire of New York, recently licensed 
to transact fire insurance business in 
Canada. 


New Modified Form 


TORONTO, ONT., Nov. 21—A 
form of automobile application has been 
approved by Superintendent R. Leighton 
Foster of Ontario. The new form is to 
be used where the policy is changed by 
the substitution or addition of another 
automobile or automobiles. 





Prudential Assurance Writes Casualty 


The Prudential Assurance of England 
has Started to transact casualty business 


| Heath, 


modified | parts of 


those 


m Canada under the direction of Ber- | 
tard Humphrey. The company origin- 
ally wrote life insurance, but it now 


| the 


writes volume of fire and cas- 
Fletcher of Mont- 
charge of the casualty 
Fletcher was formerly 
manager of the Scottish Metro- 
and later joined Hampson & Son 
automobile department. 


a large 
ualty business. J. U. 
real will be in 
department. Mr. 
casualty 
politan 
in their 


Observes 40th Anniversary 


VANCOUVER, B. C., Nov. 21.—A. W. 
Blake, manager for British Columbia 
and Alberta for the London & Lanca- 


shire, London & Lancashire Guarantee 
& Accident, Mercantile and Quebec, is 
observing his 40th anniversary with the 
company. He started as junior clerk in 


1888 at the head office at a salary of £30 
per annum. He has been manager here 
for the company since 1922. 


Seek Charter for Casualty Company 


TORONTO, Nov. 21.—Notice is given 
by Canadian General Securities of this 
city that it will apply at the next ses- 
sion of the Dominion Parliament for a 
charter for the Railway Brotherhood 
Casualty, with power to write fire, au- 
tomobile, plate glass, credit, sprinkler 


leakage, 
cident 


guarantee, 
and sickness 


bond, burglary, 
insurance. 


ac- 


Canadian Notes 


The United Grain Growers Elevator at 
Ninga, Man., was completely destroyed 


by fire, originating in the vicinity of 
the pit, and about 15,000 bushels of grain 
were destroyed. 


box factory, stables and 
of the National Breweries, 
were destroyed by fire 
A large number of 
stroyed. The 
at $200,000. 

D'Arcy 
cident department 
ance of London, was a recent 
Vancouver and conferred with 
Johnston & Thomas, sritish 
agents for the Union. 

Fire at Abbotsford, B. C., 
damaged buildings covering half a block 
in the center of the town. It started in 
a bakery, spread to a hardware store, and 
then to other buildings. The total esti- 
mated damage was not given. 

Fire of unknown origin destroyed the 
main section of the town of Sunnybrook, 


garages 
Montreal, 
of unknown origin. 
motor trucks were de- 
estimated damage was set 


of the ac- 
Union Assur- 
visitor to 
McGregor, 
Columbia 


Edmondson, manager 
of the 


destroyed or 


Alta., causing a loss estimated at $30,000. 
Among the premises destroyed were a 
hotel, butcher shop. implement and stor- 


age warehouse and restaurant. 








IN THE MOTOR FIELD 














WRITES COLLISION CONTRACT 
Mid-Continent Auto Service Corpora- 
tion Is Enlisting the Service 
of Insurance Brokers 





Whether 
Service 
in the 
is an 


the Mid-Continent Auto 
Corporation, with headquarters 
Insurance Exchange at Chicago 
insurance institution or not was 
put before the Illinois state insurance 
department. The department, however, 
is inclined to believe that it is a service 
institution and does not come within the 
purview of the insurance laws. B. L. 
well-known local agent, is presi- 
dent of the corporation; A. F. Gerhart 
is sales manager, and “P. M. Schoen- 
berg is service manager. The Mid- 
Continent Auto Service Corporation fur- 
nishes a contract which is a _ limited 


collision feature. In its literature it 
states that automobile owners have 
been seeking a service that will fix, 


repair and refinish the various external 
their cars. For cars listing 
under $1,000, the fee is $30; for those 
between $1,000 and $2,000, $40; for 
running $2,000 to $5,000, $50. 
Twenty percent commission is paid to 
brokers. 


PREPARATION FOR NEW 
AUTOMOBILE MANUAL 
NEW YORK, Nov. 21.—Activity in 
affairs of the National Automobile 














OFFICE SYSTEM 





Pocket Expiration Books 
“The Life of the Business’’ 


Nothing plays a more important part in the 
business of a local agent, or broker, than a 
Pocket Expiration Book. Small and compact, 
it makes it possible to have an accurate pocket 
record of every expiring policy in the agency 
and expiration date of every “promised” policy. 
A new style “A. Williams”, form 521, Pocket 
Expiration Book makes it possible for com- 
panies to purchase quantities for distribution 
al an unusual low cost. 





FORM 521—Printed in Blue, as illustrated below; 
16x44 


Patented Block Index Tabs; Tag Board 
oy a , PRICES, Tag Board Cover: 
$9.50; $2.0; 1, 25c. Red Keratol 
5 100, ar 50, $16.50; 12, $4.50; 1, 45e, 
Cut-out Tab Index; Tag Board Cover; 25 double 
pages. PRICES, 1,000, $225.00; 500, $125.00; 200. $51.25; 100, $30.00; 50, $15.50; 12, $4.50; 1, 45a 
FORM 522—(Same ruling as 520. having cut-out monthly tabs) Flexible Red Keratol Cover; 
52 double pages. PRICES, 1,000, $675.00; 500, $350.00; 200, $145.00; 100, $75.00; 50, $37.50; 
12, $10.00; 1, $1.00. 
IMPRINTING FRONT COVER EMBOSSING IN GOLD 


Tag Board Covers Keratol Covers 
1%, $2.00 100, $5.00 
Additional hundreds, 15c Additional hundreds, $1.50 


The National Underwriter Co. 
175 W. Jackson Blvd. 
CHICAGO, ILL. — 
420 East Fourth St., Cincinnati 80 Maiden Lane, Room 613, New York 


1015 Transportation Bldg., Detroit 1517 Fourth Nat. Bank Bldg., Atlanta 
313 Iowa National Bank Bldg., Des Moines 


Cover; 32 Double Pages; Size when closed, 
1,000, $135.00; 500, $75.00; 200, $32.75; 100, 
Flexible Cover: 1,000, $235.00; 500, $130.00; 2 
FORM 520—Pen ruled, as illustrated below; 
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JAMES J. CAREY 
President 


JOSEPH GERSON 
Vice-President 


Ez. T. LYONS 
Sec. & Managing 
Underwriter 


THE 


COLUMBIAN NATIONAL 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
of Lansing, Michigan 
Fire Windstorm 


Rents Use & Occupancy 




















PROVIDENT FIRE INS. Co. 


Fire and Automobile Lines 


ROYAL EXCHANGE THE STATE 


ASSURANCE ASSURANCE CO., LTD. 


CAR AND GENERAL 


INSURANCE CORPORATION, LTD. 


Automobile, Liability and Plate Glass 
95 Maiden Lane 








New York 
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A Directory of Responsible Attorneys Specializing in Insurance Law 


ILLINOIS (Con) 





LANGE, SIMPSON & 
BRANTLEY 


929-32 First National Bank Building 
Birmingham, Alabama 





ARKANSAS 


EKERN & MEYERS 
Insurance Attorneys 
208 So. La Salle St. 

CHICAGO 








mae 


HORACE CHAMBERLIN 
EXCHANGE BANK BUILDING 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 





CALIFORNIA 





JOHN L. DYER 


Attorney 
Specializing in all phases of Fire, Life and 
Casualty Insurance Litigaticn 
Suite 329 Citizens National Bank Building 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 





CANADA 





Mehr & Mehr 


Barriesters & Solicitors 
Canadian Pacific Building 
Toronto, Ontario 
Counsel for National Surety Company, Lon- 
don Guarantee, & Accident Company Limited 
and United States Casualty Co. 





COLORADO 





gf. a, Fred N. Holland 
ERMAN & HOLLAND 
(Successors D. L. Webb) 

DENVER, COLORADO 

Representing : a Indemnity Co.—Indemnity In- 

surance Co. of A.—Western Automobile Insur- 

ance gC, ‘Surety & Insurance Co.—Employ- 

ore ed Co—U. 8. Automobile Insurance 


letely equipped claim department 


HICKS & FOLONIE 


231 So. La Salle St 
CHICAGO 





IOWA (Cont.) 





NEW JERSEY 





Henry E. Sampson Sidney J. Dillon 
SAMPSON & DILLON 
Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
Suite 601 Register & Tribune Bidg. 
DES MOINES 


Ch _ 


SAMUEL M. HOLLANDER 
COUNSELOR AT LAW 





of C ce Bidg., em, N. J. 
Telephone 1140-1 Marke’ 





Specialist in the Law on Breach of Warranty 


and General Insurance Cases 





MICHIGAN 











| Silber, Isaacs, Silber & Woley 
1 Attorneys & Counselors 
HOME INSURANCE BUILDING 


CHICAGO 


Special Attention to the Law of 
Fire Insurance and Taxation 





M. J. KOSLOW 
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 


Personal attention given to 
Insurance Claims—Investigations 
Adjustments and Legal Work 


611 Free Press Bldg., Detroit, Mich. 








Walters, Hicks, Carmichael & Head 
(Formerly Henry C. Walters, and Walters 
& Hicks) 

ALL LINES 
Represent Companies Only 
924-28 Ford Bldg. 
DETROIT 








—.- 


OHIO 








ReesH. Davis Fred J. Young Clare M. Vrooman 
DAVIS, YOUNG & VROOMAN 
Attorneys at Law 

General Insurance, Fire, Casualty & 
Practice. Also facilities for investigations 


over Southern Oh 
CLEVELAND 





Guardian Bldg. 





KNEPPER & WILCOX 
Outhok Building 
COLUMBUS 





JOHN E. CASSIDY 
ATTORNEY 
Facilities to attend Investigations, 


1004 Peoria Life Bldg. PEORIA 


DUNHAM & CHOLETTE 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
1012-1016 Grand Rapids National Bank Bldg. 
GRAND RAPIDS 














CHARLES S. ANDRUS 


Attorney 
Specializes in Casualty work, includ- 
ing investigations. 
614 First National Bank Bldg. 
SPRINGFIELD 


THOMAS, SHIELDS 
& SILSBEE 
LAWYERS 


American State Savings Bank Bldg. 
LANSING 











FLORIDA 





JACKSON, DUPREE & CONE 


Citrus Exchange Building 
TAMPA 





GEORGIA 





Bryan and Middlebrooks 


Candler Buliding 


ATLANTA GEORGIA 
Shepard Brya W. R. Lanny 
— Middlebrooks W. Colquitt Carter 

ul 


MidGeheecks Edward. B * Brerett, ar. 
©. W. Russell M. H. Meeks 
FIRE LIFE AND CASUALTY 
Insurance Litigation in the Southern States 


BROWN, HAY & STEPHEN 
714 First National Bank Bldg. 
SPRINGFIELD 





INDIANA 





George A. Henry Delbert O. Wilmeth 


HENRY & WILMETH 


Insurance Attorneys 
504-5 Meyer-Kiser Bank Building 





Specially equipped to handle _ 
Investigations—Adjustments—Litigation 














ALFRED R. BATES 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


189 W. Madison Street 
CHICAGO 





Slaymaker, Turner, Merrell, 
Adams & Locke 
Attorneys specializing in All Phases of 
Fire, Marine, Life } Casuaity 

Insurance L.iti 


751-760 Consotide ted Bi Bldg. 
INDIANAPOLIS 








IOWA 











Frederick A. Brown 


1518 Otis Building 
CHICAGO 





L 


_, 


Jesse A. Miller I. D. Shuttleworth 
E. J. Kelly J.R 
Oliver H. Miller 


Miller Kelly Shuttleworth & McManus 
LAWYERS 


1315-1318 Equitable Building DES MOINES 








Cassels, Potter & Bentley 
1060 The Rookery 
CHICAGO 








Parrish, Cohen, Guthrie, 
Watters & Halloran 
Attorneys and Counselors at Law 


Register and Tribune Building 
DES MOINES 


MINNESOTA 


MATHEWS & MATHEWS 


Attorneys At Law 
25 North Main Street 
DAYTON 








, 
| | 


DENMAN, MILLER & WALL 
TOLEDO 











ERNEST E. WATSON 
All Lines 
Represent Companies Only 
Including Defense of Negligence 
936 Andrus Bldg. 


Minneapolis 





Harold W.. Frazer Stanley J. Hiett 
Hampton G. Wall George R. Effler 
John W. Winn, ron R. W. Shumaker 


‘ Hanley 
| Fraser, Hiett, Wall & Effier 


ATTORNEYS 
Suite 716 Home Bank B 
TOLEDO, OHIO 


a 





\\ gerey ve ele | 
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BUNDLIE & KELLEY 


SAINT PAUL 








Marshall, Melhorn, Marlar & Martin 


1632 SRB Spitner Building TOLEDO 
Edwin J. Marshall John A. Smith 
Donald F. Melhorn Thomas J. Lynch 
o. Leland H. Notnaged 
Ray Martin Cc. A. Zmn 











ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 


SEXTON, MORDAUNT & KENNEDY | OKLAHOMA 











Commerce Building 
Kansas City, Missouri 




















STRINGFELLOW & GARVEY 
Donnell Court, ST. JOSEPH, MISSOURI 
Attorney for: Aetna Life, Aetna Casualty « 
Surety, American Surety, F. & D. of Md, 
Gen. Acc. Assur. Corp., Georgia Casualty, 
Globe Indemnity, Independence Indemnity, 
Preierred Accident, Royal Indemnity, Stand- 


ard Accident, Union Indemnity, U. S. Auto, 














Ins. Exc. 


son CARL KRUSE 
1601 Pioneer Building FRANK FRANTZ, JR 
ST. PAUL | 309-11 American Nat'l Bank Bldg. 
ENID, OKLAHOMA 
MISSOURI 
COMGILL, & FOPHAM || ii Wr 
7 Rittenhouse 


American National Bank Bldg. 
OKLAHOMA CITY 














FAIR & CROUCH 
KENNEDY BUILDING 
TULSA 
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Insurance — 
TTORNEYS 


A Directory of R ible Attorneys Specializing 
in Insurance Law 


WEST VIRGINIA 


HARRY SCHERR 


INSURANCE AND 
CORPORATION LAW 


Vincon, Thampeen, Meck: & Scherr) 
Hamtington, West Virginia 








yuUTH DAKOTA 
BAILEY & VOORHEES 


y F. Bruce 





BAILEY-GLIDDEN BUILDING, 
SIOUX FALLS, 
INSURANCE PRACTICE. 

















—_—— 


WISCONSIN 
RICHMOND, JACKMAN, WILKIE 


KIRBY, KIRBY & KIRBY 
Established 1886 

















Fro. & * MacCarmnics bh ir tag AO and TOEBAAS 
CC FM. Soe ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 
Sioux Falls 
General Counsel Western Surety Co. Adjusters sent any place in Wisconsin 
111 S. Hamilton St. MADISON 
TENNESSEE 
hake NCHES & KN NAF? STEPHENS, SLETTELAND 
Ty —. omtes & SUTHERLAND 
Investigations and Adjustments for Memphis Attorneys and Counselors at Law 


Representing: New York Indemnity Co. Investigators and adjusters sent throughout state. 


». Continental 
Co., Norwich Up- 
























































te Ind. Co. ‘Commercial Casualty. Co., ‘National, Cas. 412-415 First Central Bldg. 
On, levies T. Bick, e., MADISON 
BLOODGOOD KEMPER & BLOODGOOD 
WILLIAM HUME 380-384 East Water Street, 
MILWAUKEE 
NASHVILLE Representing U. S. Fidelity & Guaranty 
Company. Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
A pany, Globe Indemnity Company 
WASHINGTON 
ROBERTS, SKEEL & HOLMAN |: YOU MIGHT 
io W Alaska a have sold ne he Acci- 
. Roberts - L. Skeel dent and Health Prospect 
sy > —— a ee if you had read last month's 
Glen E. Wilson Eugene F. Hooper 
1889 JOHN H. GRIFFIN, President 1928 





NORTHWESTERN 


FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 


Isn’t it worth while 


To know that you have a 
company in your agency 
that has the facilities 
and desire to serve 
you completely and 
satisfactorily ? 


Hail 











Fire Tornado 


Lightning Automobile Rents Use and Occupancy 








Re-Insurance Corporation of America 


Treaty and Facultative Fire Reinsurance 
Capital and Surplus, Jan. Ist, 1928, $1,324,348.38 


Horace R. Wemple, President 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


84 WILLIAM ST. 


Underwriters Conference just now cen- | ! 
ters about the preparation of the new 
rates for 1929. The desire of the man- 
agement is to get out the manual ear- 
lier this year than last if at all pos- | 
sible. A conference of secretaries 
the various divisional conferences of the 
country will be held at Atlanta Dec. 3, 
when the general subject will be re- 
viewed and arrangements perfected for 
issuing the manual in the different ter- 
ritories. So far as arrangement of the 
manual material is concerned the next 
book is not likely to differ in any ma- | 
terial respect from that now in use, to 
which agents have become accustomed. 


Cc 


Conflict in Interpretation 
NEW YORK, Nov. 21—Under a 
interpretation of the Massachusetts in- 
surance statutes by Harold J. Taylor. 
attorney for the insurance department, 
it is permissible for fire companies writ- 


recent 


ing in the state to include in the col- | 
lision automobile cover indemnity for ; 
the accidental breakage of windshields. 


This form of protection is forbidden the 
fire offices in New York and Pennsyl- 
vania, the departments of these states 
holding the indemnity to be a plate glass 
and not a fire form of protection. While 
the merit of the ruling in the two com- 
monwealths is open to question fire un- 


derwriters have never considered the | 
matter of sufficient moment to seek a 
court decision on it. 
Ruling on Fleet Rates 
BOSTON, Nov. 21.—Harold J. Taylor, 
counsel for the Massachusetts depart- 


ment, gave out the following ruling and 
opinion 


as to fleet rates on property 
damage on motor vehicles: 
“It is permissible for one insurance 


company to establish and employ prefer- 
ential rates for insurance against lia- 
bility for damages to property in favor 
of persons owning and operating several 
motor vehicles, provided that such rates 
are predicated upon the actual hazards 


- | vehicles covered, 
of | fairly and without discrimination to all 
persons falling within a given classifi- 
cation 
| solely as an inducement to secure other 
| lines of coverage from the 


| in-fact 


nvolved and are fairly commensurate 


with the probable loss experience, that 
they are not made purely on conjecture, 
that they are not based solely and ex- 


number of motor 
they are applied 


on the mere 
that 


slusively 


and that they are not granted 


recipient.” 


Reciprocal Modifies Advertising 


LANSING, MICH., Nov. 21—Michigan’s 
newest reciprocal, the Atlas Insurance 
Underwriters of Owosso, did a rapid 
about-face following a protest from the 
insurance department in regard to the 
nature of its early advertising matter. 
The first “ads” used by the Atlas Agency, 
Inc., attorney-in-fact, entirely ignored 
mention of the type of carrier, calling 
it merely a “new company” and declar- 
ing it to be “owned by Shiawassee county 
business men.” Officers of the attorney- 
corporation were listed without 
of the fact that an atorney-in- 
existed, giving the impression, of 
course, that the carrier was of the stock 
variety. Following receipt of the de- 
partment’s letter, however, advertising 
was immediately modified, definitely set- 
ting forth the reciprocal form of organi- 
zation and mentioning the attorney-in- 
fact corporation. 


mention 
fact 





Baltimore Thefts Reduced 


BALTIMORE, Nov. 21.— Automobile 
thefts in the city have shown a slight 
decrease each month this year, accord- 
ing to the records of the police depart- 
ment. There were 2,225 machines stolen 
the first ten months of this year. For 


the same period in 1927 there were 2,378. 


Police Commissioner Gaither said if 
every automobile was equipped with a 
real theft-proof device and the owner 
saw to it that the device was locked 
when he left the car unattended, auto- 
mobile thievery would be reduced. 

Automobile thefts in 3altimore, the 
police officials say, are approximately 50 


percent less than other large cities. 











MARINE INSURANCE NEWS _ | 











GRAIN FLEETS ON LAST TRIP 


Marine Premiums for Late 
Navigation on Great Lakes May 
Set New High Record 


BUFFALO, Nov. 21.—All grain fleets 
covered by insurance got away on the 
barge canal by midnight Monday night, 
thereby coming under coverage as de- 
manded by the underwriters. Tugs aided 
the fleets in crossing open water at the 
breakwater entrance, as gales were 
blowing at the time and menacing small 
craft. 

On account of heavy demand for 
steamers to move lake grain this month 
and the first half of next, it is believed 
marine premiums on the Great Lakes 
may reach a new high record for late 
season navigation. To date barge canal 
losses have been light and with fleets 
now making their final trip it is hoped 
to keep payments for damaged hulls and 
cargoes much below the rather high 
totals of recent years, resulting from 
craft making too late starts to get 
through to New York before they were 
frozen in, 


Insurance on the “Vestris” 


The entire cargo of the ill-fated Ves- 
tris, which was sunk in the Atlantic 
Ocean, was valued at $2,000,000 and is 
pretty generally distributed among mar- 
ine companies. It had a deckload of 
automobiles. The hull is insured in 


3ritish marine offices. 


waukee had written marine insurance 
coverage in the Phoenix of Hartford on 


with the boat. The shipment consisted 
of excavating machinery made by the 
Harnischfeger Corporation of Milwau- 








kee. 














Season 


The August Rebhan Company of Mil- | 


some of the machinery which went down | 


The full extent of the loss will not ~ 





be known until the certificate of valu- 
ation of the shipment is received from 
the shipping company. 


Abandoned as Total Loss 


Marine underwriters have abandoned 
the steamer Parks Foster, which went 
aground in the Black river, near Al- 


pena, Mich., as a 
was 


total loss. The steamer 
carrying a load of automobiles. It 
was found to have 145 damaged plates. 
The release and repair of the steamer 
will cost nearly $100,000, it is estimated. 
Prindiville & Sons of Chicago owned the 
craft. 


Marine Surveyors Confer 


SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 21—Marine 
surveyors of the boards of marine un- 


derwriters of Vancouver, Portland, Seat- 
tle and Wilmington are in San Francisco 
this week holding a series of confer- 
ences at the local board. Among the 
visitors are Capt. Charles Clarkson, Van- 
couver; Capt. W. C. McNaught, Portland; 
A. H. Bryant, Seattle, and P. Banning 
Young, Wilmington. 


Shipping at Standstill 

DETROIT, Nov. 21—Lake shipping was 
almost at a standstill last week when a 
heavy storm and wind swept across Su- 
perior and other lakes last week. Many 
of the larger freighters took advice of 
storm warnings and refused to leave 
port until the weather cleared. Coast 
guardsmen said they anticipated no 
trouble unless freezing weather came. 
| A 48-mile gale swept Lake Superior on 
| Thursday and vessels were warned to 
keep away from shore in consequence. 





Liverpool in London Lloyds and other | 


Miscellaneous Notes 


The Ohio Blue Goose will give a din- 


} 
| ner-dance the evening of Dec. 3 in Co- 
} lumbus. 

The loss in the recent fire in the store 
}rooms of the Zimmerman-Miller com- 


| pany, automobile dealers in Columbus, O., 
| has been placed at about $50,000. Fifty- 
three cars were damaged. Adjustment is 
in 


now 


process, 
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YEARS STANDARD’S ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT HAS GROWN TO BE ONE OF THE LARGEST AND —- 
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FILE MASSACHUSETTS 
AUTO RATES FOR 1929 





Old Rates Increased Although 
Lower Than Monk’s Proposed 
Schedule 


COMMISSIONS REDUCED 


Linnell Follows Former Commissioner’s 
Plan of Five Territories—Reduces 
Unpaid Claims Allowance 


BOSTON, Nov. 21.—A fight against the 
findings of Acting Commissioner Linnell 
on the automobile liability rates for 
1929, which he promulgated last Satur- 
day, was started here when Representa- 
tive Elmer E. Spear of Everett brought 
a petition in the Supreme Court for re- 
view of the matter. The order of notice 
will be issued by the court and is re- 
turnable Friday. 

The petition states that in fixing cer- 
tain arbitrary territorial limits or zones 
for the classification of premium charges, 
the commissioner exceeded his power 
and authority under the provisions of 
the law; that it was not the intent of 
the legislature that the commonwealth 
or any district thereof should be sub- 
divided into zones or territories, and 
that if the commissioner is not acting 
beyond his power, the zones fixed by 
him are arbitrary, unjust, unreasonable 
and discriminatory, and that the rates 
on territories are disproportionate, un- 
just, unreasonable and discriminatory. 

BOSTON, Nov. 21.—The new man- 
ual of risks 
for 1929 under the compulsory automo- 
bile liability and security insurance act 
of Massachusetts—a matter of no little 
controversy during the past. three 
months, resulting in the resignation of 
one commissioner and the 
the automobile 


rates and classification of 


entrance of 
rates into a political 
campaign which is believed to have had 
a far-reaching effect as to Massachu- 
setts’ position in the last elections— 
have been promulgated by Arthur E. 
Linnell, acting commissioner of insur- 
ance. 

The rates put into effect for 1929, as 
well as the five new territories, instead 
of three as formerly, follow very closely 
the plan which former commissioner 
Wesley E. Monk had planned to put 
into effect but which he was prevented 
from doing by political pressure, result- 
ing in his resignation without promulga- 
ing new rates. As a whole, however, 


the rates for the state have -been re- 
duced some 10 percent from the pro- 
posed Monk schedule, yet still main- 


taining a considerable increase over the 
tates of 1927 and 1928 which proved 
So costly to the companies. 

Reduces Commissions 


The slight reduction in the rates as a 
whole over the Monk plan were brought 
about, according to Acting Commis- 
sioner Linnell, by reducing the commis- 
sion loading from 15 percent to 10 per- 
cent and a discounting of the loss re- 
Serves by some 2 percent. 

In view of the fact that the agents 






| OVERTURES BEING MADE 
FOR TRAVELERS RETURN 


WANT HARMONY TO PREVAIL 


New Amsterdam Casualty and Union 
Indemnity Group Have Also 
Resigned from the Bureau 


NEW YORK, Nov. 21.—Overtures 
looking to the return of the Travelers 
and the Travelers Indemnity to the 
National Bureau of Casualty & Surety 
Underwriters are in progress, though 
what the outcome will be remains to be 
seen. Company managers generally are 
hopeful the negotiations will prove suc- 
cessful and express their willingness to 
concede the Travelers proposition to 
write automobile installment business on 
a quarterly or semi-annual installment 
premium basis. While the resignation 
of the Travelers and the Travelers In- 
demnity was effective for all departments 
of the bureau, upon its submission 
nearly a month ago, the companies will 
continue to receive service from all di- 
visions of the organization until May 
next. A provision of bureau member- 
ship is that should a company retire it 
will be obligated for expense assess- 
ments for six months thereafter. In the 
light of this financial contribution it is 
but fair that the withdrawing office be 
supplied with bureau rates and other 
service for such period; providing how- 
ever, that it observe meantime the or- 
ganization tariffs and generally main- 
tain good practices. Assurance has been 
given that such will be done by the 
Travelers and what is true of the Tray- 
elers applies equally to the New Am- 
sterdam Casualty, which likewise re- 
signed its bureau membership shortly 
after learning of the action taken by 
the Travelers. The Union Indemnitv of 
New Orleans and the Norwestern Cas- 
ualty & Sure‘s of Milwaukee, an affil- 
iated enterprise retired before the with- 
drawal of the Travelers, save that they 
continue as members of the burglary de- 
partment of the bureau. 


and brokers had all along maintained 
they were not adequately paid for their 
work under the old rates, it is expected 
there will be a very general opposition 
expressed to the new commission scale. 
The situation is considerably compli- 
cated by the fact that while premium 
charges have been materially increased 
in some sections, notably the greater 
Boston section where the experience 
was worst, in most other parts of the 
state the premiums have been consid- 
erably reduced. For instance, rates are 
nearly dowbled in the greater Boston 
district. This meant a doubling of the 
agents’ commissions, and the reduction 
of 5 percent of the commission will not 
be felt particularly by the Boston 
agents. In the suburban districts, how- 
ever, where the premium charges have 
been cut materially, a further cut in the 
commission will bring the income of 
the agents far below what they were 
receiving before. ; 

In a statement issued by Acting Com- 
missioner Linnell in promulgating the 
rates for 1929, he said: 

“The last figures obtained from the 
insurance companies indicated that the 





(CONTINUED ON PAGE 48) 





SAFFORD VICE-PRESIDENT 
OF AMERICAN LIABILITY 


WILL HAVE ACTIVE CHARGE 


Ohio Superintendent Joins Cincinnati 
Company on Dec. 1—W. A. Doody 
Predicted As Successor 


CINCINNATI, Nov. 21.—W. C. 
ford, superintendent of insurance of 
Ohio, has been made vice-president and 
manager of the American Liability & 
Surety of Cincinnati, the company 
owned by the Western & Southern Life, 
and will take charge Dec. 1. Mr. Saf- 
ford will have general charge of the 
company, which has been entering a 
number of additional states since the 
Western & Southern bought it some 
time ago. 

The American Liability was organized 


Saf- 





w. Cc. 
Vice-President 
& Surety 


SAFFORD 


New American Liability 


in 1910 and on Jan. 1 showed assets of 
$414,773, capital of $200,000 and surplus 
of $34,790, with net premiums, prin- 
cipally in accident and health and auto- 
mobile, of $231,066. Upon purchasing 
the company the Western & Southern 
increased its capital to $500,000, with 
surplus of a like amount, and changed 
its charter to permit it to write surety, 
to which it is understood the company 
will pay particular attention. Pending 
the selection of an active head, the 
company has been conducting business 
as usual under the general direction of 


the Western & Southern officers, but 
will now become active in the states 
in which it has been entered. 


Only 30 Years Old 


Mr. Safford is one of the youngest 
men holding office as insurance super- 
intendent and is only 30 years of age, 
but has already shown marked ability 
in supervisory work and as a student 
of the business. He entered the de- 
partment six years ago, holding various 
positions until he was made _ superin- 
tendent two years ago, succeeding 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 28) 








JOINT COMMITTEE 
TO DRAFT MEASURE 


Hope to Secure Satisfactory Sub- 
stitute for Compulsory Auto- 
mobile Insurance 


FORWARD STEP IS TAKEN 


American Automobile Association Is 
Working in Conjunction With the 
Casualty Committee of Nine 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Nov. 21.— 
The Association 
intends to draft a bill to be introduced 
in the various legislatures as a substi- 
tute 


American Automobile 


for compulsory 


ance. \ 


automobile insur- 
from the 
tion was appointed at the annual meet- 


ing to 


committee associa- 


investigate the subject thor- 


oughly. It is believed that there is a 


growing sentiment in favor of 


having 
holders of automobile licenses establish 
financial responsibility of some sort. It 
is difficult to overcome pleas for a meas- 
ure of this sort when examples are fur- 
nished of people that have been injured 
and can get no redress. It is known 
that many holders of licenses are judg- 
ment proof. 
sory 


Therefore, when compul- 
automobile insurance bills 
before a legislature they are 
with favor. 


come 
received 


Effect of Henry’s Address 


At the annual meeting of the Inter- 
ational Association of Casualty & 
Surety Underwriters, President Henry 
of the American Automobile Associa- 
tion, made some criticisms of the meth- 
ods pursued by stock companies in not 
giving proper credit to those who use 
care in driving. In other words, he 
believes there are preferred groups and 
they should be favored. At the same 
time President Henry said that he was 
opposed to compulsory automobile in- 
surance and that the American Auto- 
mobile Association had taken a stand 
against it. President Henry’s address 
moved A. Duncan Reid, head of the 
Globe Indemnity, who is president of 
the Association of Casualty & Surety 
Executives, to say that he would ap- 
point a committee to deal with the 
American Automobile Association and 
take up with it any matters of mutual 
interest that seem desirable. Mr. Reid 
designated the committee of nine that 
had been appointed a few years ago to 


deal with compulsory insurance as a 
conference committee to meet. with a 
similar committee from the American 


Automobile Association. 


Joint Conference Was Held 


\ conference was held and the two 
delegations reached the conclusion that 
the time had come when some con- 
structive plan should be offered to meet 
the public demand for establishment of 
financial responsibility on part of those 
holding automobile licenses. It ‘was 


contended that mere opposition to com- 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 47) 
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POWELL ANNOUNCES HIS 
SELECTIONS FOR YEAR 


COMMITTEES OF CONFERENCE 





Health & Accident Underwriters Head 
Gives Out List of New 
Appointments 





Watson Powell of the Southern 
Surety, president of the Health & Ac- 
cident Underwriters Conference, has an- 
nounced these committee appointments 
for the current year: 

Auditing—aA. J. Alwin, 
nesota Commercial Men’s; M. W. Hobart, 
Ministers Casualty Union; H. H. Trev- 
vett, Commercial Travelers Mutual Acci- 
dent; R. L. McOuat, Business Men’s In- 
demnity. 

Coustitution and By-Laws—James F. 
Ramey, chairman, Washington Fidelity 
National: C. O. Pauley, Great Northern 
Life: C. S. Drake, Empire Life & Acci- 
dent. 

Credentials 


chairman, Min- 


and Reception — R. A. 
Brown, chairman, Inter-State Business 
Men's: G. L. Behrens, Globe Casualty; 
Charles Scholer, American Income; L. L. 
Waters, National Accident. 

Educational and Publicity—R. E. Rich- 
man, chairman, The National Under- 
writer Company: W. G. Alpaugh, Inter- 
Ocean Casualty; John Hall Woods, Great 
Northern Life. 

Entertainment—T. M. Simmons, chair- 
man, Pan-American Life; G. R. Dette, 
Commonwealth Casualty; R. A. Gowdy, 
United Casualty; L. Adelman, National 
Travelers Casualtv; V. M. Ray, Hoosier 
Casualty; F. P. Proper, Employers Re- 
insurance. 

Grievance—F. C. Budlong, chairman, 
Federal Life; F. M. Feffer, Abraham Lin- 
coln Life; A. D. Johnson, United States 
Mutual: S. E. Goss, American Casualty: 
G. H. Braasch, Great American Casualty. 








Legal—E. St. Clair, chairman, North 
American Accident; Earl C. Mills, Iowa 
State Traveling Men’s; D. E. C. Moore, 


Pacific Mutual Life: Charles Holton, 
JFreat Northern Life; H. N. Lukins, Wash- 
ington Fidelity National. 
Legislative—C. ©. Pauley, chairman, 
Great Northern Life; Thomas Watters, 
Jr., Inter-State Business Men's; J. A. 
Keelan, Time; Dr. J. R. Neal, Abraham 
Lincoln Life; W. R. Mengelberg, Lum- 
bermen’s Mutual Casualty. 
S. Hills, chairman, Massa- 
3onding J. W. Horton, Pacific 
Life; L. N. Ambler, Massa- 
chusetts Bonding; F. C. Crittenden; C. W. 
McNeill, Massachusetts Accident. 
Membership—H. S. Bean, chairman, 





chusetts 
Mutual 


Eastern Casualty; C. W. Ray, Hoosier 
Casualty; J. S. Irish, Iowa State Travel- 
ing Men's; D. C. MacEwen, Pacific Mu- 


tual Life; J. W. 
dent; Roger Billings, 
tive; J. W. Blevins, Interstate Life & 
Accident: N. L. Criss, Mutual Benefit 
Health & Accident. 

Program and Press—George Manzel- 
mann, chairman, North American Acci- 
dent; R. M. Rowland, National Casualty; 
W. C. Cartinhour, Provident Life & Acci- 
dent; G. R. Kendall, Washington Fidel- 
ity National; B. B. Paddock, Central Cas- 
ualty. 

Resolutions—W. G. Taliman, 
Great Western; W. W. Putney, Midwest 
Life; D. G. Trone, Indiana Travelers As- 
surance; J. J. Helby, Federal Casualty; 
E. G. Robinson, National Masonic Provi- 
dent. 

Statistics—F. R. Parks, chairman, Loyal 
Protective; W. H. Otis, Pacific Mutual 


Blunt, Monarch Acci- 
Fraternal Protec- 


chairman, 


Life; J. R. Leal, Interstate Life & Acci- 
dent; C. A. McCord, Illinois Mutual Cas- 
ualty; H. A. Woodward, Old Line Life. 


Special Committee on Public Relations 


—Dr. J. R. Neal, chairman, Abraham Lin- 
coln Life; W. T. Grant, Business Men's 
Assurance; H. H. Shomo, American Cas- 
ualty. 





ACTUARIAL SOCIETY TO 
HOLD ANNUAL MEETING 


NEW YORK, Nov. 


21.—Members of 


the Casualty Actuarial Society have 
beem advised of the annual meeting at 
the Hotel Biltmore, this city, Nov. 23, 


when officers and three members of the 
council will be chosen. The program 
will consist of the president’s address: 
the presentation of new papers and the 
informal discussion of selected topics 








BANKING CREDIT AND ITS RELATION | 
TO UNDERWRITING CONTRACT BONDS | 








B y. E. 


N THE course of underwriting con- 

tract bonds, we occasionally have sub- 

mitted so-called border line cases. 
That is to say, instances where the ap- 
plicant for bond qualifies by reason of 
integrity and experience, but does not 
meet the standard of financial require- 
ment. His financial status might be 
inadequate to warrant favorable decision. 
For this reason it becomes necessary to 
bolster up the case, if possible, by means 
of indemnity or a bank line of credit. 

Two border line contract cases were 
recently submitted as follows: 

(1) Contract for road grading $25,000, 
awarded by the state of North Dakota. 
The contractor was highly recommended 
by the agent, had considerable experi- 
ence in road grading, but lacked suffici- 


ent working capital. We could not ap- 
prove the application because of the 
latter objection, but the agent re-sub- 


mitted the risk with the statement that 
the contractor had a line of credit estab- 
lished by his bank. Upon investigation, 
however, we learned that the bank 
merely had agreed to finance the con- 
tractor only by first obtaining an assign- 
ment of future estimates. 


Road Contract Up 


(2) In the second case, an Ohio agent 
submitted the application of a road con- 
tractor who was awarded a $40,000 road 
project. He, too, recommended the 
contractor for experience and integrity 
and went far as to point out that 
while an analysis of this contractor’s 
recent financial statement probably 
would not entitle him to bond, neverthe- 
less, the case had merit because the 
applicant had secured a $10,000 line of 
credit from his bank. In writing to 
the bank for a verification of such line 
of credit, we were informed that ar- 
rangements were made for the purchase 
by the bank of $10,000 of assessment 
bonds which the contractor would re- 
ceive in part payment. 

It is evident from the correspondence 
in these two cases that some agents do 
not fully understand just what is meant 
by a bank line of credit established in 
behalf of a contractor applicant for 
surety bond. 


Bank Did Not Establish Credit 


so 


the bank 
credit. in be- 
The contractor, 
entered into an ar- 
bank whereby he 
his estimates on 
purpose of secur- 


In the first case mentioned, 
did not establish a line of 
half of the contractor. 
on the other hand, 
rangement with the 
had assigned all of 
the contract for the 
ing a loan. By assigning the estimates 
the contractor did not in any sense in- 
crease his working capital. but created 
the bank a preferred creditor so that 
in case of default, his surety would be 
obliged to complete the contract. Its 
right of subrogation would be practic- 
ally worthless if the contractor had 
alreadv dissipated all of his assets and 
also previously assigned his earned 
estimates. 

Bank a Preferred Creditor 


From a surety company’s standpoint, 
it is a very dangerous situation where 
its principal assigns his estimates to a 
bank and in doing so creates the bank 
a preferred creditor. The bank, in such 


instances, would not in any sense be 
contributing support to the financial 
status of the contractor, but quite the 








and of papers submitted at the former 
gathering. There will be discussed the 
question of “Balance sheets and income 
statements of casualty companies from 
the standpoint of policyholders 
stockholders,” and of the “Unit plan of 
reporting workmen’s compensation ex- 
perience to a central bureau.” Charles 
Deckelman, manager of the claim de- 
partment of the Travelers, will speak 





KRAFFT 
Secretary Continental Casualty 





| what 


all risk for itself and 
further disad- 


contrary removes 
places the surety to 
vantage. 


Working Capital Not Increased 


In the second case, the contractor 
simply negotiated in advance with his 
bank the sale of some of the assessment 
bonds which he would receive in part 
payment. His obvious purpose was to 
realize on the bonds in advance so as 
to have available cash to meet operating 
expenses. Such arrangements could in 
no way increase his working cupital. 

Assessment bonds or other securities 
cannot be considered as cash and there- 
fore, whenever the contractor provides 
for payment in other than cash, com- 
panies usually require in each instance 
a written commitment from a reliable 
bank or investment house whereby it 
agrees to purchase the assessment bonds 
for cash and at a satisfactory price. 


Building Border Line Cases 


The underwriting department can be 
of much assistance to agents in building 
up border line contract cases, but inas- 
much as border line cases are probably 
more difficult to handle, it should be 
apparent that they entail considerable 
more work and effort on the part of the 
agent in securing complete underwriting 
data. Attention is called to question in 
financial statement: 

“Have you any established credit 
lines at banks? If so, state amount, 
name and address of banks and advise 
security banks require.” 

Letter from the Bank 

In each case where it is 
to bolster up the 
showing by a 


necessary 
contractor's financial 
line of credit with his 
bank, it is very important that either 
the contractor or the agent secure from 
the bank a letter outlining the basis and 
extent to which the bank would, if neces- 
sary, advance a line of credit. With 
such letter in the possession of the com- 
pany together with recent verified finan- 
cial statement, the underwriter would 
then be in position to give the case ser- 
ious and prompt consideration. 

A bank line of credit, therefore, as 
we employ the term means an open line 
and that the contractor has made sat- 
isfactory arrangements with his bank 
to obtain a loan in a definite amount 
without any security, but on the basis 
of his financial standing and with his 
personal endorsement with the distinct 
understanding that the loan is made in 
the amount mentioned without any 
strings attached to it. 

Attitude of the Bank 
_ Summarizing our remarks and bring- 
ing out once more the value which we 
attach to an open line of credit estab- 
lished by a bank in behalf of 


! a con- 
tractor, we believe that a contractor’s 
inadequate financial standing can be 


quite materially bolstered up bv obtain- 
ing an open line of credit from his bank; 
that the bank in extending credit to the 
contractor in this manner js evidencing 
its confidence in the contractor’s ability, 
experience and integrity. While, on the 
other hand, where the bank extends 
credit to a contractor only after re- 
ceiving assignment of estimates or other 
collateral security, it evidences very 
little, if any, confidence in the con- 





and | 


tractor’s ability, experience and integrity. 


on the general subject of “Claims.’ 
while Stephen B. Sweeney, assistant 
professor of insurance at the University 
of Philadelphia, will discuss ‘Aircraft 
Insurance.” 





K. O. Saunders, former special 
with the Standard Accident, 
the Detroit office of the 


agent 
has joined 
Maryland Cas- 


PLANS FOR INCREASING 
PRODUCTION DISCUSSED 


—_——_—_ 


TOPIC OF A. & H. MANAGERS 





Round Table Is Feature of Chicago 
Club Meeting—Will Be Con- 
tinued at Next Session 





A round table discussion on how to 
arouse greater interest among  pro- 
ducers in the sale of accident and health 
insurance, which was the feature of the 
meeting of the Accident & Health Man- 
agers Club of Chicago Monday, aroused 
so much interest that it was decided to 
continue the discussion at the next meet- 
ing of the club. 


D. M. Brovan of the Continental Cas- 
ualty opened the discussion, pointing 
out that there are greater opportunities 


for profit to the producer in the sale of 
accident and health insurance than in 
any other field, with the possible excep- 
tion of the life insurance man who is 
able to line up the niillion dollar cases, 
and that the accident and health insur- 


ance salesman is presenting what is 
really the most fundamental form of 
protection, but that in spite of these 


facts the business is not growing as it 
should. His view was that the way 
to interest men now selling other lines 
of insurance in accident and health pro- 
duction is to educate them in the pos- 
sibilities of that line. The idea of edu- 
cation was also stressed by practically 
all of the other speakers. 


Maintain Personal Touch 


A. H. Reed of the Great Northern 
Casualty emphasized the necessity for 
educating new producers both on how 


to sell on what kind of business 
the company wants. He spoke also of 
the necessity for maintaining a personal 
touch with the producer and giving 
those who may " Sanenees discouraged or 
get into a rut a new vision of the 
business. 


Donald A. 


and 


Drury of the Massachu- 
Accident said that many life in- 
surance men have formed a prejudice 
against accident and health because of 
trouble with claims, cancellation of pol- 
icies and other things of that sort, but 
that this situation is rapidly being 
straightened out by the companies and 
there is not much difficulty expe- 
rienced along that line as in the past. 
He suggested that whenever the club 
has a speaker along educational lines, 
it would be well for the managers to 
bring in one or two of their producers 
to hear such an address. 


setts 


so 


Simplification of Policies Urged 


R. B. Kurtz of the Preferred Acci- 


dent made a strong plea for greater 
simplification and _ standardization ol! 
policies, declaring that the present sit- 


uation in that respect was responsible 
for the unwillingness of many life men 


especially to sell accident and _ health 
insurance. b 
George L. Duffy of the General Ac- 


cident told of a plan adopted by his 
office to interest brokers who have large 
accounts in other lines, particularly in 
the automobile business. The plan 
adopted is to go over a broker's re- 
newals for the previous month, pick 
out a list of men who appear to be 
good prospects for accident and health 
insurance and send them a letter, which 
states that the hroker in question will 
call on them. Especially good re sults 
have heen obtained through follow-up 
work by the brokers on these letters. 





Chicago Acquisition Rules 


NEW YORK, Nov. 21.—The com- 
mittee of the Casualty Acquisition Cost 
Conference in dealing with agencv affairs 
in Chicago, at latest accounts finds there 
are but seven rule violations to be dealt 
with. While these are not generally re- 
garded as serious, some companies in- 
sist upon their settlement before thev 





‘'ualty in a 


similar capacity. 





can feel secure as to complete accord. 
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MOTOR REGISTRATION 
INCREASES FOR 1928 





Compilation Shows 6 
Percent Gain Over Last 
Year 


Travelers’ 





FLORIDA REPORTS LOSS 





Twenty States Better 1927 Record More 
Than 5 Percent Up to 
Oct. 1 





HARTFORD, 


increase 


Nov. 


of at least 6 


will 
percent in 


21.—T here 


the motor vehicle registration in the 


United States this year as compared 
with approximately 5 percent for 1927 
according to complete figures from 33 
states and the District of Columbia 


where the number of automobiles at the 
1927, and for the 
same date this year have been reported. 


close of September, 


At the end of September last year 33 
states and the District of Columbia had 
registered 16,685,967 motor vehicles, 
while on the same date this year the 
registration had increased to 17,668,140. 
Florida was the only state of this num- 
ber to show a decrease, while the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, with an increase of 
16.4 percent, reported the greatest gain 
in registration during the 12-month pe- 
riod. 
Report Registration 

Forty-three states in addition to the 
District of Columbia reported their mo- 
tor vehicle registration to the automo- 
bile department of the Travelers, which 
has just announced the figures. How- 
ever, 10 were unable to report the num- 
ber of motor vehicles registered on both 
Oct. 1, 1927 and 1928, thereby making 
it impossible to arrive at any compara- 
tive figure for these states. 

Twenty states had an 
more than 5 percent in 
registration on Oct. 1, this year, as com- 
pared with the same date in 1927. Con- 
necticut, Montana, Alabama, North 
Carolina, South Carolina and South Da- 
kota showed a gain of more than 10 
percent. 

In Arizona where 1928 figures were 
reported, but on the basis of May 1 in 
one county and Aug. 31 in 13, there 
was a gain of 7 percent over the total 
registration of 1927. In Delaware there 
was an increase of 6.9 percent during 
the first nine months of this year over 
1927, while in Illinois and Wyoming the 
gains were 3.7 and 5.7 percent respec- 
tively, for the first nine months of this 
year over the complete 1927 registra- 
tion. 

With the remaining 
the year likely to show 
tration than the last quarter of 1927 
it is probable that the percentage of 
gain for the United States as a whole 
will be greater than the 5.8 percent in- 
dicated for the 12 month period upon 
which the compilation is based. This 
would mean that there would be a gain 
of about 1.400.000 motor vehicles regis- 
tered, or in other words a total registra- 
tion of about 24,500,000. 

The complete tabulation as reported 


increase of 
motor vehicle 


three months of 
a greater regis- 





by the various states follows: 
Oct. 1, Oct. 1, Percent 
1927 1928 Change 
Alabama 243,959 270,000 10.7 
Arizona 81,047* 86. 741t 7.0 
Arkansas 200,013 on 7546 3.8 
California .. 1,7 7 1,811,985 5.6 
Colorado 2 270.9678 4.8 
Connecticut 2 317,000 10.4 
elaware 49,918 6.9 
Dist. of Col 142,360 16.4 
Florida 353,446 —11.1 
Georgia 310,611 3.4 
Eo 0. 0'm 0% 94,7417 6.4 
Ilinois ..... 1,517 7,370* 1,572,768 3.7 
Indiana 812,594* 818,941 0.8 
nt sss eee 691, a 716,624 3.6 
Bansas ..... 493,97 521,613 5.6 
Kentucky 78863 298,783 8.3 





SHALE RETIRES FROM 
GENERAL MANAGERSHIP 


VAN WINKLE IS NOW ACTING 


Commercial Casualty of Newark Has 
Announced the Change in Its 
Official Personnel 


NEWARK, N. J., Nov. 
years’ association with the 
Casualty of this city, J. 
retires as vice-president and general 
manager, his recently submitted resig- 
nation, effective Dec. 31, having been 
accepted by the directors at their meet- 


21.—After 16 
Commercial 
Horace Shale 


ing on Thursday last. W. Van Winkle, 
vice-president and secretary was ap- 
pointed acting general manager, and 


will so serve until the annual gathering 
on Jan. 16 next, when a permanent se- 
lection for the office will be made. 

Mr. Shale has been ill for a consid- 
erable time and has not been at his 
office for over three months. Mr. Van 
Winkle thas been an important factor 
in the development of the Commercial 
Casualty’s business, having immediate 
charge of its personal accident and 


a 






J. HORACE SHALE 


health, burglary and plate glass lines, 
in addition to general executive work. 
The company has been aggressively con- 
ducted and is constantly broadening its 


scope of activities. Last year its net 
premium income was considerably in 
excess of $12,000,000. C. W. Feigenspan, 


one of the leading figures in Newark’s 
financial and industrial life, is president 
and takes a keen interest in its affairs. 











Oct. 1, Oct. 1, Percent 

1927 1928 Change 
Louisiana 246,000 259,000 1.6 
| |e 782,689 7 d 7.0 
Michigan 1,114,658 1,2 8.9 
Minnesota 648,977 0.2 
Missouri 663,755 4.5 
Montana 109,985 11.2 
Nebraska 358,188 2.7 
Nevada 25,815* 0.5 
New Har np. 93,997 6.4 
New Jersey 694,909 i 7.2 
New York... 1,899,480 1,942,037** 2.2 
No. Carolina. 412,000 463,000 12.4 
No. Dakota. 156,662 168,071 7.3 
Ohio .... .. 1,520,000 1,640,000 7.9 
Oklahoma. x 467,051¢+*+ —3.7 
Oregon ..... 258.274 2.4 
Pennsylvania 1, 1,613,689 4.0 
Rhode Island 114,644 121,786 6.2 
So. Carolina. 200,574 28,242 13.8 
So. Dakota.. 161,077 54 14.6 
ee Seacen 1,088,318 ie .o7 8.7 
oo Sere 91 5 ) 7.3 
Vermont .... 77,430 7.2 
Virginia .... wate 4.4 
w ashineton.. 291. 4.7 
West me, 929°945 2.9 
Wisconsin 688,194 5.8 





Wyoming 52,2228 
*End of year. 
*+Figures as of July 1 
tFigures for 13 counties 

and one county as 
§Figures for one 

and all other 
**Figures as 
++Figures as of 


as of Aug. 31, 


of May 1. 

county as of Oct. 1, 
counties Sept. 1. 

of Aug. 1. 

July 31. 





SOUTHERN SURETY TO 
MOVE TO ST. LOUIS 





WILL HAVE FIRE COMPANY 


President Moray Intends to Build Up a 
Larger Volume of Casualty 
Insurance Premiums 





The Southern Surety, which has 
leased the 12th floor of the Paul Brown 
building at Ninth and Olive streets in 
St. Louis, will move its general office 
there from Des Moines shortly after the 
first of the month. There has been much 
speculation as to just what the South- 
ern Surety would do, tied up as it is 
with the same financial interests as the 
Missouri State Life which has its head- 
quarters in St. Louis. Norman R. 


Moray, president and general manager 
of the Southern Surety, is a director 
of the Missouri State. The Southern 
Surety has about 400 employes in its 
home office. A number of these will 
move to St. Louis. 


To Have a Fire Company 


It is stated that plans are under way 
for the organization of a fire company 
with capital of $1,000,000 and surplus of 
$2,000,000 to be under the management 
of the directors and officers of the 
Southern Surety. The fire company ex- 
pects to begin operations soon. Mr. 
Moray is arranging to strengthen the 
Southern Surety from a casualty stand- 
point. The company has specialized on 
surety premiums. It has built up its 
business largely on that foundation. Mr. 
Moray wants to distribute this and get 
a larger spread of business. He will 
divide his time largely between New 
York and St. Louis. The Southern 
Surety people feel that St. Louis is in 
the center of the country and will make 
an ideal operating point. 

A committee of home office executives 
is now at work on a schedule to de- 
termine what departments of the com- 
pany will move from Des Moines, and 
what departments will remain there. 


COMMONWEALTH CASUALTY 
CAPITAL INCREASE PLANNED 


PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 21.—The 
directors of the Commonwealth Casualty 
at a meeting last week unanimously 
voted to increase the capital of the 
company by 40,000 shares, of par value 
of $10 each. 

The additional stock is to be issued 
for $25 per share. Of that sum, $10 is 
to be applied to capital while the re- 
maining $15 is to be placed in the sur- 
plus account. In this way $400,000 will 
be added to the authorized capital with 
$600,000 going to surplus, giving the 
company, after the new stock is fully 
paid, a capital of $1,500,000 and a net 
surplus in excess of $1,550,000. 

The action of the directors is subject 
to approval of the stockholders at a 
meeting. Jan. 22, 1929. Stockholders of 
record Jan. 31, 1929. will be given the 
privilege of subscribing to four addi- 
tional shares of stock for each 11 shares 
owned by them. 

As a result of the action of the board, 
the compan~’s stock jumped 3% points 
on the Philadelphia Stock Exchange, 
from 30% to 34. 


Can Write Live Stock 


The Indemnity Insurance Company of 
North America is filing a copy on 
amendment to its charter with the vari- 
ous insurance departments, authorizing 
it to write live stock insurance. 


Transferred to Chicago 
DETROIT, Nov. 21—J. A. 
formerly assistant manager of the De- 
troit office of the National Bureau of 
Casualty & Surety Underwriters, has 
assumed a similar connection with the 
Chicago branch. W. A. Povenz has taken 
over Mr. Armstrong’s work in the De- 
troit office. 


Armstrong, 
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STODDARD IS MADE 
CHICAGO ARBITRATOR 





Will Attempt Correction of Fidel- 
ity and Surety Writing 
Conditions 


IS WIDELY EXPERIENCED 


His Work in West Will Be 
Together with His Identical 
Duties in New York 


Done 


NEW YORK, Nov. 21.— Having 
earned an enviable reputation as arbi- 
trator in this city for the fidelity and 
surety acquisition cost conference, Col. 
F. R. Stoddard has been named arbitra- 


tor for Chicago, the appointment being 


determined upon at a gathering of the 
national 


cently. 


committee held re- 
Stoddard 


agency 


Colonel made a trip 





coL. 


FRANCIS R. STODDARD 


to Chicago a short time ago, in the 
which he visited a number of 
the important surety writing agents and 
branch managers of the city in order to 
learn if possible what is basically wrong 
with the conduct of the business and to 
suggest to company executives a plan 
of procedure which he felt would remedy 
conditions. 

It will be recalled that Colonel Stod- 
dard’s report proved a severe arraign- 
ment of the company heads, stating in 
effect that in his judgment the acqui- 
sition cost agreement, in so far as Chi- 
cago is concerned, is a mere gesture and 
that no serious effort had been put forth 
by the majority of the companies to 
make its terms effective. While this 
charge was vigorously denied on behalf 
of two or three companies, the majority 
conceded its entire truthfulness. 


course of 


Chicago Men Sincere 


The Chicago men, in the mind of 
Colonel Stoddard, are very sincere in 
their desire for reform, and would wel- 
come any practical plan that will bring 
about such result, insisting, however, 
that whatever agreement is proposed, 
the wholehearted support of the com- 
panies must be guaranteed, otherwise 
the plan will prove ineffective and any 
attempt to make it effective will be so 
much waste effort. Presumably such 
guarantee was obtained by Colonel Stod- 
dard before his acceptance of the Chi- 
cago arbitratorship. If this be the case 





it is a fair assumption that whatever 
recommendations he may offer to bring 
4 (CONTINUED ON PAGE 48) 
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It Costs No More 
to Have the Best 


Plate Glass Replacements 


A Plate Glass Replacement made right means 
MORE INSURANCE BUSINESS. Delays are 
costly—they can be avoided—We lead the 
Field in Plate Glass Replacements in the 
Chicago area because we are equipped for 


SERVICE—We would like to have the op- 
portunity of showing you why— 


AMERICAN GLASS CO. 


1030-42 NORTH BRANCH ST. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


TELEPHONE: MOHAWK 1100 :: ALL DEPARTMENTS 
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EMPLOYERS GROUP 
LOCAL AGENTS MEET 


Men from Illinois Department 


States Gather for Sessions 
in Chicago 


EDWARD C. STONE SPEAKS 


Chief Executive of Companies Tells 
Producers Some Details of Home 
Office Operations 


Stress was laid on the desirability of 
contingent liability insur- 
for 


selling more 
the 
surety 


ance and need selling most 
fidelity 
limits at the meeting of agents of the 


and 


and covers in higher 


Employers group of companies 


Illinois department and home office 
representatives of the companies in 
Chicago this week. The meeting was 
the first of the kind the companies 
have held. 

Frank Chandler, assistant resident 


manager of the Employers Liability in 
Chicago, presided at the first day’s ses- 
sion. In his opening speech he re- 
counted the difficulties casualty men had 
only a few years ago in planting their 
companies in local agencies and how 
casualty insurance has attained to its 
present importance to every local agency 
in the country. Casualty premiums rep- 
resent the largest part of the annual 
income of many agencies. 
Higher Limits Needed 


Mr. Chandler said that in too many 
instances such lines as bank burglary, 
payroll robbery, automobile public li- 
ability and other liability covers, check 
forgery, etc., are sold in too low limits. 
“It is inconsistent,” he said, “that an 
employer permit a man bonded for say 
$2,000 to start out to deliver in a satchel 
$10,000 of the company’s money.” Mr. 
Chandler also urged upon his hearers 
the sale of more accident insurance, 















saying that the agency that develops a 
good volume of this business obtains a 
year-round income of good size. 

In conclusion Mr. Chandler expressed 
the hope that all his hearers will give 
consideration in their agencies to devel- 
oping new men for the solicitation end 
of the business. He said more trained 
solicitors are needed. 

Frank E. Tibbets, automobile superin- 
tendent in the home office, spoke on the 
automobile contingent liability cover, its 
desirability because of the good experi- 
ence companies have had on it and be- 
cause of the public need for it. He cited 
records of cases in which employers 
have been made liable for the acts of 
their employes. “It is difficult,” Mr. ‘Tib- 
bets said in enumerating prospects for 
the cover, “to pick a large compensation 
risk that is not a prospect for the con- 
tingent liability cover.” He urged the 
| agents to begin solicitation of the busi- 
ness among their compensation clients. 
In conclusion he said that the contingent 
line is growing steadily in amount writ- 
ten and that every agent has an 
opportunity to obtain some of the busi- 
ness. 


Anderson Speaks on Bonds 


Elmer C. Anderson, bond department 
manager of the companies in Chicago 
and an expert on fidelity and surety 
lines, made an address in which he cov- 
ered the bond field in a general way. 
He demonstrated the use of the extraor- 
dinarily simple and complete bonding 
kit, which he created and which is part 
of his companies’ regular supplies to 
agents. “Most agents do not write any 
fidelity or surety business,” ‘he said. “It 
is estimated that 10 percent of them 
write the business in good volume, an- 
other 10 percent write small amounts of 
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it, and the remainder write none.” He 
said that the number of unbonded peo. 
ple who should be bonded is large and 
that prospects are to be found every- 
where. “The time spent in developing 
fidelity and surety business,” Mr. Ander- 
son continued. “pays equally as well as 
does the time spent on fire and casualty 
lines.” 

Mr. Anderson made a historical re. 
view of fidelity and surety in which he 
said that the mortality of surety com- 
panies once was very high and that the 
business once was so written that a man 
who knew whereof he spoke described 
surety as “a rivulet of insurance lost 
in a meadow of limiting conditions.” 
This condition has been so far changed 
that surety-writing companies are now 
known to be as safe and sound as are 
any insurance companies. Surety 
insurance, Mr. Anderson pointed out, 
but insurance men write the business. He 
said that, in general, unsolicited business 
is not likely to be good business from 
the company point of view. 


iS not 


Claim Handling Analyzed 


An analysis of the functioning of a 
casualty claim department was pre- 
sented by Joseph F. McDonough, assist- 
ant manager of the Illinois claim depart- 
ment. He advised the agents to make 





EDWARD C. STONE 

all reports of accidents as soon as pos- 
sible, urged selling higher limits, and 
cautioned his hearers to remember that 
many accidents that initially seem to be, 
and in the main are trifling result seri- 
ously for the company because of delay 
in reporting them or failure to obtain 
sufficient information about them. 

Mr. Chandler introduced Edward C. 
Stone, president of the Employers Fire 
and American Employers and United 
States manager of the Employers Lia- 
bility. Mr. Stone was not programmed 
for the afternoon but when 
called on he made a talk in which he 
covered the casualty and surety fields. 
He said that no line has greater pre- 
mium potentialities than has the auto- 
mobile line, and added that if agents 
will seek automobile business more dil 
gently they will, by putting more caf 
owners in the insured class, do much to 
quiet the agitation for compulsory lia- 
bility laws. The Massachusetts law, he 
said, has resulted no better for the 
agents than it has resulted for the com- 
panies, and it will be better for all i 
no more such laws are enacted. 


sessic yn, 


Gary Agent Speaks 


One agent, H. J. Mauzy of Guffin & 
Mauzy, Gary, Ind., spoke. He took the 
compensation line for his subject, and 
said that in his belief the Employers 
companies can improve their experience 
with the line if they will do more safety 
engineering work. Mr. Stone replied that 
his companies are now at work to extend 
the scope of their safety engineering 
work. They are improving the safety 





(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 
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SEVEN { POINT FULL COVERAGE AUTOMOBILE POLICY 




















What Is News? 


Newsistheunusual. Hereisnews 
for agents, because an unusual prop- 
osition is available to certain agents 
who can qualify. 


Summed up, larger premium in- 
come and a chance to share in the 
profits—is the proposition that will be 
explained to established agents who 
inquire. Please address the Agency 
Department. 


STRENGTH PROGRESS 


REPUBLIC 


CASUALTY and SURETY COMPANY 
35 East Wacker Drive 
CHICAGO 


AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 
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PROMOTIONS FOR THREE 
OF TRAVELERS VETERANS 


—_—_— 


ALL LONG IN ITS SERVICE 























































































Warren G. Willsey, Edward W. Frisbie 
and David E. Hughes Given 
Higher Posts 





The Travelers has appointed David E. 

Hughes registrar of the agency depart- 
ments, Warren G. Willsey assistant reg- 
istrar, and Edward W. Frisbie, assistant 
cashier for all three companies. Mr. 
Hughes has been associated with the 
Travelers since 1903. He recently ob- 
served his 25th anniversary with the 
company. He has been in the agency 
contract department since 1912 and was 
closely identified with the legal side of 
: the business. 
/ Mr. Willsey has been located at the 
home office since 1920, associated with 
Mr. Hughes in the contract department. 
He was fonmerly with the underwriting 
and group departments. Mr. Frisbie 
has been with the Travelers 25 years 
in the comptroller’s department. He 
was previously branch office cashier in 
Cleveland, Toledo and Philadelphia. 


EMPLOYERS GROUP 
LOCAL AGENTS MEET 


(CONT'D FROM PRECEDING PAGE) 


department and will continue to im- 
prove it until it is a competent and very 
active company adjunct. 

George Douaire, manager of the IIli- 
nois department of the American Em- 
ployers and Employers Liability, closed 
the session with a brief address in which 
he informed the agents that next Janu- 
ary ‘he will celebrate his 30th year with 
the Employers group. He has served 
in the field and in managerial work. 

President Stone spoke at the banquet 
on the operation of the companies in the 
group. Mr. Douaire was toastmaster. 
The other speakers were Herman D. 
Wagner, manager of the Illinois claim 
department, and S A. Evans, local 
agent of Mattoon, III. 


Four Speakers Heard 


Four set speeches were made in the 
second session, and the remainder of 
the time was given over to a round 
table discussion of company and agency 
probiems. Mr. Stone closed the meet- 
ing. 
N. D. Smith, supervisor of the engi- 
neering department in the Illinois branch 
office, told the agents that the company 
sends inspectors into the field to assist 
the agents with their work, not to criti- 
cize their business methods, and that 
the company and the agents will benefit 
from mutual cooperation. 

E. A. Larner, assistant secretary of 
the Employers Fire, spoke on the opera- 
tion of the company, analyzing under- 
writing methods and explaining how the 
agents can help themselves by assisting 
the home office and branch underwriters 
with the risks they offer. 

Compares Underwriting Methods 











A comparison of old and new methods 
of writing compensation and _ liability 
business was presented by W. C. Dag- 
well, manager of the Des Moines, Ia., 
service office. Mr. Dagwell has been 
with the companies for years and has 
watched compensation develop to its 
present proportions. He told how to 
write and how not to write the line. 

In his closing remarks President 
Stone said that meetings such as the 
one held in Chicago always are helpful 


to the company and the agents. He 
said that although the companies are | 
desirous of the business produced in | 
the large cities, experience with the | 
business from small communities has 
been good and that the small-town 


agent’s production always is of interest 
because an underwriting profit can be 
made on much of it. 





NEW HAMPSHIRE CASE 
TO BE DISCUSSED 


COMPANIES TO HOLD PARLEY 
Strong Probability Is That About All 


Will Continue to Write Auto- 
mobile Insurance 


NEW YORK, Nov. 21.—In the 
opinion of the legal board of the Na- 
tional Bureau of Casualty & Surety 


Underwriters no further legal proced- 
ure in conection with the New Hamp- 
shire automobile liability insurance rate 
situation is advisable. What the final 
attitude of the member companies will 
be will afford the subject for a special 


meeting of the automobile department 
of the organization ot be held here 
Nov. 27. 


Have Until Dec. 1 to Decide 


While the decision of the New Hamp- 
shire supreme court upholding the con- 
tention of Commissioner Sullivan that 
the companies charging the increased 
rates applied in January last are liable 
to expulsion from the state left no basis 
for appeal, the companies have until Dec. 
1 to determine their future attitude in 
the matter, and this will be settled on 
Tuesday next. The general assumption 
is that they will swallow the bitter pill 
and continue operations in the state. 
Final decision will be influenced very 
largelv by the terms proposed by Com- 
missioner Sullivan for their relicensing. 
If the stipulations laid down prove too 


drastic, some offices may elect to re- 
main out of New Hampshire. The 
strong probabilities are, however, that 


the great majority will continue, being 
unwilling to sacrifice agency plants they 
have been years in establishing and 
which has cost them considerable money 
—steady if slow progress is being made 
by the national agency. 


CAR OWNERS REINSURANCE 
PARLEY DELAYS HEARING 


BOSTON, Nov. 21.—Negotiations by 
a stock casualty company of Louisiana 
looking to taking over the Car Owners 
Mutual Liability of Boston, which de- 
layed the hearing before a master for 
a receivership for the company the past 
week, were apparently without result as 
hearings were resumed before Master 
W. H. Hitchcock at the state house. 

The examiners report the company 
impaired some $482,000 as a result of 
its operations under the compulsory 
automobile liability insurance act of 
Massachusetts the past two years. 


Uneollected Premiums 


At the hearings held the past week 
counsel for the company brought out 
that some $65,000 of uncollected prem- 
lums, more than six months overdue, 
had not been included in the assets of 
the company. General John H. Sher- 
burne, counsel for the company, in- 
sisted the amount was good and should 
be included. Examiner Parker of the 
department called attention to the fact 
that under the state law, uncollected 
premiums over six months due, could 
not be included in assets. Counsel for 
the company sought to bring out that 
the method used by the department 
representative in arriving at the condi- 
tion of the company was unfair to it. 


Suburban Casualty Stock Offered 


Stock of the 
White Plains, 
the publi ‘ by 


Casualty of 
is being offered 
1ase National Bank 
of New York City at $30 a share. Of 
this amount, $10 will be placed in the 
capital account and $20 in the surplus 
account. The company is to have $300,- 
000 capital and $600,000 surplus with 
which to begin operations. The com- 
pany will operate in suburban com- 
munities. 


Suburban 
i 
the Cl 





FIELD FOR FORGERY AND 
AVIATION COVER TOLD 


GOSSAGE AND LAWSON SPEAK 


Possibilities in Two Lines Described at 
R. B. Jones & Sons Agency 


Meeting 
KANSAS CITY, MO., Nov. 21.— 
The big field for forgery bond insur- 


ance, due to the rapid increase in this 
form of crime, was emphasized by Clyde 
V. Gossage, manager of the forgery 
and fraud bond department of the New 
York Indemnity, in an address before 
the force of the R. B. Jones & 
Sons agency. From his experience in 
investigating such cases Mr. Gossage 
explained how the forger works, show- 
ing how every company has a real 
hazard from possible forgery or raising 


sales 


of checks. 

Mr. Gossage urged the use of the 
pamphlets sent out by insurance com- 
panies. They are gotten out scien- 
tifically and are _ really important 
to the agent, who can put money into 
his own pocket by digesting the | 


contents. 

Edward D. Lawson of William H. 
McGee & Co., Chicago, discussed avia- 
tion insurance, saying it is natural that 
the marine underwriters should under- 
take the writing of this kind of insur- 
ance, as aviation insurance is essentially 
marine insurance. He said the under- 
writers are constantly endeavoring to 
reduce the rates, and with aviation here 
to stay, he urged the agents to cultivate 
this line. Replying to Mr. Lawson, 
Cliff C. Jones said that while the air- 
planes are flying, and the premiums are 
high, commissions are still doing ground 
work. 

Lieutenant Briney, who was a guest 
at the dinner, spoke briefly from the 
point of view of the experienced flyer. 
With reference to life insurance, ~he 
said that many flyers have never been 
solicited. He suggested that the agent 
refer to his prospect as a nilot and not 
an aviator, since thev like to be called 
pilots. Lieutenant Briney warned the 
solicitors not to start their sales talk 
by telling the flyer how dangerous his 
occupation is. 


JOHN R. ENGLISH TAKES | 
STANDARD SURETY POST 





NEW YORK, 


English has been 


Nov. 21.—John R. 
appointed vice-presi- 
dent of the Standard Surety & Casualty 
in charge of the underwriting and 
claims supervision of fidelity and surety 
business. In addition he will aid in 
the general supervision of the company’s 
affairs. Mr. English, who is a notable 
figure in casualty and surety circles 
among the younger generation, is a law 
graduate of Georgetown University. In 
1910 he joined the Washington, D. C., 
office of the Fidelity & Deposit, two 
years later being named assistant to the 
vice-president in charge of its Cancin- 
nati branch. Some months thereafter 
he became special agent for the com- 
pany in Ohio, Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia, still later traveling Georgia, | 
the Carolinas, Florida and Alabama. | 





After some time spent overseas in the 
World War he reentered the employ of 
the Fidelity & Deposit in 1919. 
1924 he has been manager of the ‘New 
York City office of the Metropolitan | 
Casualty, which connection he will leave | 
Dec. 15 to join the official staff of the | 
Standard Surety & Casualty. In Mr. 
English President Frank G. Morris will 
have still another efficient lieutenant. 


Manufacturers Casualty Plan 

PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 21.—At a meet- 
ing this week directors of the Manu- 
facturers Casualty vote d to increase the 
capital stock from $2,000,000 to $5,000,000. 
Stockholders will be asked to vote on 
the increase at their annual meeting on 
Jan. 28. The Manufacturers is a par- 





ticipating stock company. 





TAXI AND TRUCK OWNERS 
ARE CHIEF OBJECTORS 


HOLD FORMAL RATE HEARING 


Auto Rating Bureau’s Secretary Justifies 
Increase in Liability Schedule Under 
Compulsory Act 


BOSTON, Nov. 21.—The_ statutory 
hearing, provided for by the Massachy. 
setts compulsory automobile liability act, 
was held at the state house last week, 
with Acting Commissioner Arthur E, 
Linnell, Deputy Commissioner Hosea 
Harden, Assistant Actuary A. P 
Doherty, Counsel ‘H. J. Taylor ang 
Charles M. Parker, registrar of motor 
vehicles, sitting on the bench. 

Under the law such a hearing must 
be given the public before new com- 
pulsory automobile liability insurance 
rates may be promulgated for the fol- 
lowing year. Some over 200 spectators 
were present and the speakers numbered 


a dozen. Most of the speakers based 
their remarks on the assumption that 
the commissioner would promulgate 


higher rates for a part of the state as 
proposed by Wesley E. Monk, former 
commissioner. Nearly all the speakers 
represented taxicab or truck owners or 
organizations. No private pleasure car 
owners spoke, although a senator anda 
representative elect and one other made 
claim to represent the people at large. 


W. J. Constable, secretary of the 
Massachusetts Automobile Rating & 
Accident Prevention Bureau, explained 


that the statistics of the companies, pre- 
pared under direction of a deputy and 
actuary of the insurance department, 
given the commissioner, showed the 
rates for 1927 were too low. The com- 
bined statewide experience showed a 
loss ratio of 68.7 percent whereas the 
existing rates are based on a loss ratio 
of 59.8 percent. A flat rate increase 
would not be fair nor just. The com- 
panies desired five zones instead of three 
for the state with increased or decreased 
rates in each based on experience; a 
decreased rate for commercial automo- 
biles, decreased rate for public automo- 
biles and a decreased rate for taxicabs, 
written only on a specified car basis. 


Made Trip Through South 
NEWARK, N. J., Nov. 21.—C. Clark 


Howard, agency director of the Com- 
mercial Casualty, is again at his desk at 
the home office after his annual agency 
trip through the south, in the course 
of which he visited many of the com- 
pany representatives in Alabama, Louis- 
liana, Tennessee, and Texas. During 
the course of the trip he appointed E. H. 
Lyman as field superintendent for the 
southern Tennessee territory, with head- 
quarters at Memphis. Mr. Lyman was 
previously special agent for the New 
Orleans office of the Aetna Life and is 
unusually well known in casualty cir- 
the pooh Among other gen- 
eral agency appointments recently ef- 
fected by Mr. Howard were those of 
Mason & Carter, Baltimore; Roberts & 
Rhea, Fort Worth, Tex., and _ the 
Matteson Comany, St. Paul, Minn. 


cles in 


Joins Edward Brown & Sons 


J. F. Govan has been appointed mana- 
ger of the casualty department for 
southern California for Edward Brown 
& Sons of San Francisco, with headquar- 
ters in the Los Angeles office, Associated 
Realty building. Mr. Govan has been 
special agent at Los Angeles for the 
Western States Fire Insurance Agency 
for the past four months, prior to which 
time he was connected with a local auto- 
mobile agency. 


Writing Aviation in Canada 
OTTAWA, CAN., Nov. 21.—The United 
States Fidelity & Guaranty has obtained 
a license to write aviation insurance in 
Canada, in addition to the other lines 
for which it is already licensed. 
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~ WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 








INTERESTING AWARDS MADE 





Difference in Physical Efficiency Not 
Basis for Temporary Disability, 
Minnesota Commission Holds 


ST. PAUL, MINN., Nov. 21.—Tem- 
porary partial disability compensation 
cannot be based upon a difference in 
physical efficiency. The basis which 
the law prescribes is two-thirds of the 
difference between the wage earned at 
the time of the injury and the wage 
earned in the partially disabled condi- 
tion. 

This is the comment of the state in- 
dustrial commission in denying com- 
pensation to a _ stenographer who 
claimed she sprained a wrist while at 
work. The referee in the case awarded 
the girl compensation but his findings 
were set aside by the commission. The 
Aetna Life was the insurer. 

In another case the commission 
awarded compensation to a workman 
employed temporarily, even though the 
man who hired him exceeded his au- 
thoritv. A truck driver for a storage 
firm hired the man when his regular 
help failed to show up. In doing some 
lifting the temporary employee strained 
his back 

The storage firm opposed the claim 
on the ground that it did not hire the 
injured man but the commission found 
in favor of the workman. It ordered 
pavment of $16 a week for six and a 
half weeks. 





Start New Study of Hernia Problem 


HARTFORD, Nov. 21.—The compensa- 
tion committee of the Manufacturers’ As- 
sociation of Connecticut has embarked 
upon a restudy of the entire hernia 
problem with a view to formulating 
some measure for legislative action. At 
the same time the Connecticut Federa- 
tion ef Labor is determined to seek fur- 
ther amendments to the Connecticut law. 
Both these groups were stirred to ac- 
tion by a recent decision of three of the 
five justices of the Connecticut supreme 
court of errors interpreting the present 
amendment to the hernia clause of the 
compensation act unfavorably to the 





workingman. The majority opinion 
ruled that the term “immediately” de- 
noting the time in which an injured 
workman must report his injury meant 


instantaneously instead of “within a 
reasonable time” as was intended. 

The claimant in this case wrenched 
himself when he stumbled in getting 
down from a staging, but continued at 
work for a week before consulting a 
doctor, learning then that he had a 
hernia. The clause under construction 
by the court, which was part of the 
amendments introduced in the 1927 gen- 
eral assembly by the manufacturers’ as- 
sociation, required the employe in a 
hernia claim to prove that inability to 
work immediately followed the accident. 


Cooperative Compensation Plan Up 

BUFFALO, N. Y., Nov. 21—All_ the 
towns of Steuben county, in western New 
York, are planning a joint coopera- 
tive workmen’s compensation insurance 
scheme, which they shortly will ask the 
county board of supervisors to approve. 
The town officials claim they have been 


paving $20,000 annually in workmen’s 
compensation premiums and that in no 
year have payments for accidents ex- 
ceeded $2,000. They hope to save the 
difference by covering their own work- 
men. Entry into the association would 
be optional with the various towns if 


the supervisors approve the plan. 


Many Accidents in Ontario 


TORONTO, Nov. 21—According to a re- 
port issued by the workmen’s compen- 
sation board of Ontario, October broke 
all previous records in number of acci- 
dents reported, the figures being 8,278 
accidents, 51 of which were fatal. This 
256 more accidents than in August, 
which was the previous highest record 
Since the commencement of the act, and 
nearly 1,600 more in October, 1927. 
Benefits awarded in October amounted 


is 


to $707,471 as compared with $499,859 


for October, 1927. 


Teachers Want Law Changed 


The School Officers Association of 
North Dakota, meeting in conjunction 
with the North Dakota Educational As- 


sociation in Grand Forks, passed a reso- 
lution urging the North Dakota work- 
men’s compensation bureau to extendits 
interpretation regarding the teachers’ 
course of employment or eliminate teach- 
ers from the class where insurance is 
compusory. 


Pennsylvania Agreements Approved 


HARRISBURG, PA., Nov. 21.—Com- 
pensation agreements involving 7,443 
cases were approved by the workmen’s 
compensation board of Pennsylvania last 
month. These agreements carried pay- 
ments amounting to $1,115,791. There were 
151 fatal cases involving $389,655. Per- 
manent disability claims received $265,- 
610, and temporary disability $460,526. 


Monoxide Death Compensable 

ST. PAUL, Nov. 21—A man killed 
carbon monoxide from his own car 
his own garage died in performance of 
his duties and his widow is entitled to 
compensation. So ruled the state su- 


by 
in 





preme court in reversing the industrial 
commission, which had denied compen- 
sation to Mrs. Marie Manley. Her hus- 
band was manager of a lumber company 
and part of his work was the collection 
of accounts. 

His wife contended that he was about 
to set out on a collection trip when over- 
come by gas and killed. She. contended 
that the employer had an arrangement 
with her husband whereby he was to 
use his own car for such purposes and 
was reimbursed by the employer for 
expenses. 





Utah Compensation Figures 


SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, Nov. 21— 
For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1928, 
Utah’s employers paid a total of $1,039,- 
910 in compensation premiums. The 
losses amounted to $800,706. Of this 
amount, $152,577 went for fatalities; 
$135,000 for permanent total disabilities; 
$294,149 for temporary disabilities, and 
$218,980 for permanent partial disabili- 
ties. 


Covered If Obeying Foreman’s Orders 


The New 
has affirmed 
bert Griffin 


York state court of appeals 

an award of $7,760 to Al- 
of Buffalo in a contested 
compensation case. In its award the 
court established an important prece- 
dent as it held that when an employe is 
under the supervision of a foreman and 
directed to obey his orders, he is en- 
titled to compensation if killed or in- 
jured, whether the workman is at that 
time doing a company job or not. 
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SAYS ROBBERIES DECREASED | 


Detroit Judge Praises New Michigan | 
Penal Code—Heavy Sentences 
for Offenders 


DETROIT, Nov. 21.—Judge Donald | 
Van Zyle of recorders court, address- | 
ing the Mercator Club here, declared | 
that the new state penal code is exert- | 
ing an impressive influence as a crime | 
deterrent in Detroit. One of the inter- 
esting provisions of the law is that a 
warrant, containing sworn evidence of 
three ‘previous felony convictions, will, 
when presented at a fourth felony con- | 
viction, automatically bring a life sen- | 
tence. Another provision is the con- 
version of misdemeanors to felonies. 
Under the new code, three misdemeanors 
are equivalent to a felony. 

Judge Van Zyle told club members 
that robbery cases in particular have 
already showed a decrease because of 
the law. He said that its chief value 
was also seen in the gradual breaking 
up of organized gangs, and that it 
served as a powerful deterrent 
young criminals. 

Judges here last week gave 
tences in prison of from 6% to 
on armed robbery charges to 
fenders. Walter Syvkniewski, who ob- 
tained $800 when he held up Frank 
Kline several months ago, received 15 
to 20 years. He was paroled from the 
Detroit house of correction last year 
and has a long criminal record, police 
say. Joseph Pogenpohl drew 6% to 20 
years for obtaining $12 in a taxicab 
holdup Oct. 22. 





with 
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Come Under Insurance Laws 


COLUMBUS, O., Nov. 21—The Ohio 
surance department has held that asso- 
ciations contracting to indemnify mem- 
bers against loss or damage resulting 
from certain felonies come under the 
provisions of the state insurance laws. 
The opinion was rendered upon inquiry 
by the Cleveland Better Business Bu- 
reau, which said a detective guaranty 
association was making contracts with 
members to pay them for losses incurred 
through burglary. 





in- 


Frank Canning, a former teller of the 
First National Bank of Garfield, N. J. 
and waned for the alleged embezzle- 
ment of $61,000 of its funds, was ar- 
r-sted at St. Louis several days ago 
with only 5 cents in his pocket. Bond- 
ing companies offered $500 reward for 











his arrest. 


also | 


of- | 


BROOKLYN WAS PENALIZED 


City Has Had Bad Record for Burg- 
laries and Did Not Get Rate 
Reduction 


NEW YORK, Nov. 21.—At the re- 
quest of District Attorney Charles J. 
Dodd of Kings County, all members of 
the burglary department of the Casualty 
& Surety Underwriters were in confer- 
ence with him Monday, explaining why 
the recent rate reduction in residence 
business applied to other boroughs of 
New York City and several up-state 
counties, was not extended to Brooklyn. 
The underwriters justified their action 
by the loss statistics of the latter bor- 
ough, robberies in particular sections of 





the borough having been unusually num- 
erous. The statements of the insurance 
men will be studied by the law officer. 
following which he may make a state- 
ment thereupon. : 





Burglaries Numerous in Cincinnati 

CINCINNATL Nov. 21— Burglaries 
have been more frequent than usual for 
the fall months in Cincinnati. One office 





reports as many losses thus far during 
the present winter as were handled dur- 
ing the whole of the winter last year. 
The burglaries are being committed by 
amateurs, presumably young men who 
are out after what they believe to be 
easy money. 
_— — a — - 
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LEGISLATION RECOMMENDED 


Milwaukee Investigation of Surety Busi- 
ness Again Bobs Up—Attorney 
Reports to Board 


MILWAUKEE, Nov. 21.—Investiga- 
tion of the surety business in Milwaukee 
has’ bobbed up again with the recom- 
mendation of Eugene Wengert, retiring 
district attorney, that the county board 
sponsor legislation which would forbid 
public officials participating in any profit 
from the writing of surety bonds on 
contractors doing public work. 

The John Doe investigation was con- 
ducted by Mr. Wengert’s office several 
months ago but nothing came of it, 
except recommendations. Mr. Wengert’s 














last communication to the county board, 
reads: 

“We desire to recommend that legis- 
lation be introduced and sponsored by 
the county board, which will provide: 

“That it shall be unlawful for any pub- 
lic official to solicit or have any interest 
in any bond for a contractor doing pub- 
lic work. 

Affidavit Required 


“That every contractor tendering a 
contract bond be required to make an 
affidavit setting forth that no public offi- 
cial, either directly or indirectly, has any 
interest in the bond, that it has not been 
solicited by any public official, or by an 
agent for such public official, and at the 
same time file a waiver of defense in 
the event that later it appears that some 
public official did have an interest in the 
bond. 

“That every insurance company writ- 
ing a surety bond for a contractor doing 
public work be required to file an affi- 
davit that no public official has in any 
way any interest in such bond as agent 
or otherwise, and has not solicited such 
bond and that such surety company file 
a waiver of defense in the event that it 
should later prove that the affidavit is 
not correct.” 


Held on Guardian’s Bond 


ST. PAUL, Nov. 21—The American 
Surety has lost a case which it carried 
to the state supreme court, involving 
$1,852. The surety company bonded 
Cc. O. Ofsthun, who had been named ad- 
ministrator of the estate of a man con- 
fined in a state insane hospital. The 


patient escaped a few months later and 
has never been heard from since. After 
seven years he was declared legally dead 


and A. D. Bornemann was named ad- 
ministrator in place of Mr. Ofsthun. 
When the new administrator demanded 


the funds left by the insane man, he was 
told that they had been lost in a bank 
failure. 

On his appointment as administrator 
Ofsthun had been directed by the court 
to place the funds in a Minnesota bank. 
Instead he deposited them in a North 
Dakota bank which failed. Suit was 
brought and the lower court held for 
the new administrator. The supreme 
court affirmed this decision. 


Allen in Pacific Northwest 


Harry D. Allen, manager of the bond- 
ing department of the Central Surety of 
Kansas City, making his annual 
goodwill and extension tour in the Pa- 
cific northwest territory. 


is 
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The Traders & General of Dallas, 
which has recently been put in the field, 
has opened its home office in the Re- 
public Bank building and will write 
casualty lines. It will increase its capital 
in the near future. J. J. Watson is 
vice-president and general manager. 
President Temple Houston Morrow has 
had a most interesting career. He was 
born at Round Rock in Williamson 
county, Texas., Aug. 13, 1878. He at- 
tended Southwestern University. He 
has always been interested in Texas 
activities. When he was 18 years of 
age he went to Quanah, Tex., and be- 
came connected with William Cameron 
& Co., a lumber concern operating in 
a number of points in Texas and Okla- 
homa with headquarters at Waco. He 
served four years as manager of the 





| Quanah branch. Then he moved to 
Waco, becoming manager of the entire 
retail department for Texas and Okla- 
homa. He served there eight years 
making a total service of 18 years in 
the employ of the Cameron concern. 
For one year he was associated with 
George W. Smyth Company at Dallas 
and five years vice-president and 
general manager of the A. G. McAdams 
Lumber Company of Dallas. 

Then he established his own business 
known as T. H. Morrow Lumber Com- 
pany of Dallas, which he still owns and 
operates under the management of B. 


as 
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N. Davis. In addition to his business 
activities in the lumber field, Mr. Mor- 
row for 30 years has been prominent in 
the Methodist church. During the last 
12 years he has been a teacher of the 
Brotherhood Bible Class. He has been 
to the front in other movements of a 
civic and religious nature. He served 
one term as president of the Oak Cliff- | 
Dallas Commercial Association. Mr. 
Morrow is a very ardent teetotaler. He 
takes great pride in his record in this 
respect. His mother was the oldest 
daughter of Gen. Sam Houston, 
mander in chief of the 
the battle of San Jacinto, 
of the Republic of Texas, first United 
States senator from Texas and later its 
governor. At the outbreak of the Civil 
War he vacated his place as governor 
rather than lend his aid to Texas in 
seceding from the Union. 


first president 


A reception and farewell party was 
given last week in Detroit to Franklin 
W. Hussey, for several years manager 


of the accident and health department 
of the Central West Casualty. Pres- 
ident Hal H. Smith presented the re- 


tiring manager with a handsome silver 
service and expressed best wishes of 
the 17 company members present and 
other friends. Mr. and Mrs. Hussey 
have left for an extended tour of the 
west of two months’ duration. Their 
trip will include San Francisco, Los 
Angeles and a return through New Or- 
leans. 


exe | at ¢ 
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at Chicago. The estate lists assets worth | 
approximately $3,000,000. 


Listed stocks included in the estate, 
with their values, according to current 


quotations, follow: 
6,702 Continental 
26,578 ¢ 1 ntal 


650,094 
1,994,350 


Assurance...$ 
Casualty Co. 


113 E. I. du Pont de Nemours 49,268 
70 —sienecnt eee 13,160 
100 Harris Trust & Savings. 120,000 
715 National Casualty....... 37,895 
28 Commonwealth Invest- 
WE Scdcenecndcnesese 3,648 
11 First National Bank..... 14,025 
100 Florsheim Shoe.......... 5,500 
100 Standard Oil (Ind.)...... 8,700 
Other stocks, not listed on the Chicago 
exchange, with their par value, follow: 
473 H. G. B. Alexander & Co.$ 47,300 
125 Idaho Irrigation Co..... 12,500 
5,000 San Toy Mining Co...... 5,000 
100 International Match Corp. 3,500 
25 Lewis-Dewes & Co....... 2,500 
20 Midwest Motor Sup. Co. 2,000 


97 United Security Bank & 


Trust Co. of California 2,425 
| The estate includes eight pieces of 
Chicago realty. Mr. Alexander also held 


| ager of 


L. R. Swezey of New York, president | 


of the Phoenix Indemnity, has 


been | 


spending some days in Chicago getting | 


in touch with the company’s agents and 
conferring with O. H. Beyer, the west- 


ern manager. Mr. Swezey has gotten 
the Phoenix Indemnity in good shape. 
He has had two years hard work in re- 


and building up 
has been suc- 


vamping the 
the agency 


company 
plant. He 


cessful in gathering around him a fine | 


body of employes. 


G. B. Alexander, late chairman of the 
board of the Continental Casualty and 
president of the Continental Assurance, 
was filed last week in the probate court 


the following bonds: 
17 Natl. Southern Railway.$ 10,750 
4 Union League Club...... 2,000 
1 South Shore Country Club 500 
5 Midlothian Country Club 500 
Mr. Alexander’s will left a $200,000 


trust fund that will ultimately go to the 


| University of Chicago to provide an en- 


dowment, the interest of which shall be 
used for study and research in the insur- 
ance business. 


Herbert C. Johnson, assistant man- 
the claim department in the 
Chicago branch office of the Union In- 
demnity, died last week after a week’s 
illness. Mr. Johnson was operated on 
for appendicitis following which pneu- 


monia developed, causing his death a 
week later. 

Mrs. C. A. Bissett, wife of the man- 
ager of the Kansas City branch of the 
Aetna Life and affiliated companies, is 
a bridge expert of some fame. At a 
series of bridge lectures to be broad- 
cast over WDAF in that city, Mrs. 


; | Bissett will play one of the hands along 
An inventory of the estate of Herbert | 


with Work and Whitehead, 
authorities. Mrs. Bissett 
first prize in a bidding contest spon- 
sored by “Auction Bridge Magazine,” 
published in New York. 


two bridge 
recently won 
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SOMMER TO JOIN GENERAL | and assistance to our agency force as 


Standard Accident Man Goes to Phila- 
delphia as Superintendent of Produc- 
tion in Commercial Department 


PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 


nouncing the 


21.—In an- 
appointment of Armand 
Sommer as superintendent of produc- 
tion in the commercial accident and 
health department, the General Accident 
at the same time announced that the 
appointment of Mr. Sommer means the 
formation of a new department that 
will work with the company’s agents 
with the aim in view of helping them to 
increase their accident and 


ness. 
For the past six years, Mr. Sommer 
has been connected with the Standard 


Accident in various capacities, including 
payroll auditor, special agent, manager 
of the accident and health department 
in Chicago, and assistant superintendent 
of the accident and health department 


health busi- | 


he is primarily a salesman and in his 
previous work was very successful in 
developing the accident and health busi- 
his agents. He will in time 
cover our entire territory but in the 
meantime write him your production 
problems as one oi our thoughts in 
creating his position was to cooperate 
with our agents in the organization and 
development of a greater commercial 
accident and health business.” 


ness of 


NEW DISMEMBERMENT PLAN 

Pay for Year if Assured Cannot Follow 

Own Occupation, for Life if He Can 
Not Do Any Work Whatever 


A move tending toward more fully 
carrying out the intent of accident in- 
| surance as well as decreasing the loss 


| elimination of 


| 


in the home office. Previous to leaving 
Chicago, he was president of the Acci- 
dent & Health Managers Club of that | 
city. 

In addition, Mr. Sommer is a mem- | 
ber of the Casualty Actuarial Society 
and has published several articles on 
insurance. His latest venture was a 
book, The Manual of Accident and 
Health Insurance, a complete treatise 
for the agent and underwriter. 

In announcing his appointment, the 
company said: “We sincerely believe 


that Mr. Sommer will be of real help 





ratio on the dismemberment feature will 
shortly be adopted by the member com- 
panies of the Bureau of Personal Acci- 
dent & Health Underwriters. 

The proposed action calls for. the 
the present clause which 
specifies indemnity for life in the event 
that the assured is so injured that he 
can not work at his own employment 


and substitutes two clauses—the first 
being indemnity for a year in_ the 
event the assured is injured so that he 
can not continue at his own employ- 
ment but can secure other work and 
the second calling for life indemnity if 


the assured is so injured as to prevent 

















his being able to do any work what- 
soever. 

At the last meeting of the bureau, 
most of the companies voted for this 


Those that opposed it did so 
solely because they lacked the clerical 
force necessary to put it into operation 
at once. However, all of them really 
favored the change, believing that the 
present clause costs the companies much 
money in dismemberment claims while 
failing to really carry out the intent of 
accident insurance. 

Virtually all of the companies will 
adopt the new clauses by Jan. Those 
that will not do so fully at that time 
will have the clauses in their policies 


change 


| and will make the complete change as 


rapidly as possible. 

The feeling among underwriters seems 
to be that the present clause is unfair 
to the companies. For example, if an 
artist has one of his hands crushed so 
that he can not paint any more, he now 
gets life indemnity, although he can 
secure employment along other lines. 
Under the new plan, he would be paid 
indemnity only for one year. It is 
figured that his injury would incapaci- 
tate him for six months and that he 
would get an income for the next six 
months while he acclimated himself to 
a new task. This plan, it is felt, will 
prove fairer to the companies, more 
fully carry out the intent of accident 
insurance and cut the ratio con- 
siderably. 


loss 


Burial Association Competition 


In Chicago the colored companies 
writing weekly payment accident, health 
and life business find that the burial 
associations are taking the money of 
numbers of people who otherwise would 
purchase insurance. These burial asso- 
ciations for the most part are of mush- 
room growth. They offer a first-class 
funeral, floral piece, a certain number of 
automobiles and all funeral equipment to 
the extent of $400. The charge is 50 
cents a week. If an additional member 
of the family desires a similar burial the 
extra charge is 10 cents. For 50 cents 
a week life companies would give about 
$1,000 in insurance. Yet the burial asso- 
ciations seem to be popular and are 
writing considerable business. 


Negro Companies Confer 

The life, accident 
companies in 
aged by 


and health insurance 
Chicago owned and man- 
Negroes have an organization 
so that the officers can meet once a 
month and talk over mutual problems. 
At some of the meetings speakers are 
secured. The companies are the Victory 
Life, Liberty Life, Underwriters Mutual, 
Unity Mutual, Pyramid Mutual and Pro- 


tective Mutual. Dr. M. O. Bousfield of 
the Liberty Life is chairman of the pro- 
gram committee. There are about 200 
colored agents in Chicago representing 
these companies. They meet once a 
month in the Y. M. C. A. building. Last 
Tuesday they were addressed by Dr. 


Williams. medical director 


Underwriters Mutual. 


Wilberforce 
of the 


Hotel Accident Insurance 


The attorney-general of Ohio has noti- 


fied the insurance department there that 
where hotels have a blanket accident 
policy covering all guests an employe of 
the hotel must be licensed as an agent. 
The question came up in connection with 
the Gem City Life of Dayton, O., which 
had made contract with the Associated 
Hotels Protective Association whereby 
guests were to receive identification 
ecards when they registered notifying 
them that they were insured while 
guests. The attorney-general in his 


opinion to Superintendent Stafford states 
that the department has supervision over 
such an arrangement and the hotels must 
have licensed agents. 


Unlicensed Company Uses Radio 


Complaints are 
dent insurance 
license to do 
using the 


policies in 


made that 
that has 
Nebraska is 
sale of its 
Commissioner Du- 


being 
company 
business in 
radio to boost the 
the state. 


an 


accel 


mont says that the department has no 
control over such use of the radio, any 
mecere than it has over the use or the 
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mails for the sale «of policies by com- 
panies not licensed in Nebraska. It was 
long ago decided that the use of the 
mail for such purposes could not be for. 
bidden, and his opinion is that the radio 
falls into the same category. It is not 
“charged that the company makes fraud- 
ulent representations or that the insur. 
ance it sells is not worth the small an- 
nual premium charged, but that some 


buyers have 
injuries because 


been unable to collect for 
the accidents they suf- 
fered were not covered by its provisions, 
One complaint to a local publication 
came from a man laid up for three 
months from hurts sustained by being 
thrown from his car in a collision, but 
who found that his own car had to be 
wrecked before he could claim any pay- 
ment. 


Western National Chartered 


The Western National of Sherman, 
Tex., was granted a charter this week 
by the Texas board of insurance com- 
missioners and will write life, health and 
accident insurance. Capital is $25,000, 
[ncorporators are R. E. Murrell, J. T. 
Cailoway and G. S. Murphy, all of Sher- 
man. 


Republic Life & Accident Licensed 

FRANKFORT, KY., Nov. 21—Commis- 
sioner Saufley has licensed the Republic 
Life & Accident of Louisville, which has 
a capital of $200,000 and a paid-in sur- 
plus of $99,550. It will write industrial 
life, health and accident insurance. Its 
officers are Alfred N. Estes of Louisville, 
president; C. E. Ellwanger of Louisville, 
vice-president; M. L. Kennedy of Louis- 
v.ile, secretary and treasurer. 





Group Cover for Teachers 
MILWAUKEE, Nov. 21—The Milwau- 
kee Teachers Association has adopted a 
plan of health and accident group insur- 


ance which will go into effect shortly. 
It is limited to members of the associa- 
tion and becomes effective whenever 75 
percent of the association members in 
any one school sign application blanks. 
Each school will come in as a separate 
group. 

The policy will cost $22 a year and 
pays $100 a month for not more than 
six months’ illness, with an additional 
50 percent a month for two months when 
confined to a hospital. For injuries or 
illness resulting from an accident the 
benefit will be paid for five years. In 
case of death from accident, $1,000 is 
paid. The Washington Fidelity National 


of Chicago submitted the 


adopted. 


plan that was 


Claim Association Meeting Postponed 


The annual meeting of the Chicago 
Claim Association, which was scheduled 
for Wednesday of this week, has been 


postponed for a 
that Dr. H. N. 
of Cook county, 


week. It is 
Bundesen, 
will be 


expected 
coroner-elect 
the speaker. 





Accident Notes 


Amended articles have been 
the Equitable Life & Casualty of Louis- 
ville, increasing capital from $160,000 to 
$250,000 

Dunean Life & 
Okla., has been 
The company 


filed by 


Accident of Duncan, 
licensed in Oklahoma. 
was recently chartered by 
Charles B. Wick, Frederick Womack and 
D. W. Womack of Duncan and will op- 
erate as a mutual. 


Is Writing Chiropodists 


The United States Fidelity & Guar- 
anty announces that it is prepared to 
insure for professional liability mem- 
bers in good standing of the National 
Association of Chiropodists. These 
policies are written at basic limits of 
$5.060-$15,000 at an annual premium of 
#35. An additional premium of $17.50 
will be charged for each assistant chirop- 
odist employed. 


Assess Auto Mutual Policy Holders 


Policyholders of the 
Auto Mutual Casualty 
upon by the New York department to 
pay twice the amount of the cash 
premiums written in their policies, in 
addition to such amount, and to do thi 
forthwith. On Oct. 28 the Lincoln 
Auto Mutual, which failed in 1927, had 
assets of $158,413, with allowed claims 


defunct Lincoln 
have been called 


of $548,475. 
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TAKE EXCEPTION TO THEORY THAT AUTO 
CLUB MEMBERS ARE PREFERRED RISKS 


NEW YORK, Nov. 21.—Casualty offi- 
cials here were not especially interested 
in an address delivered by T. P. Henry, 
president of the American Automobile 
Association, at the recent joint annual 
convention of the International Associa- 
tion of Casualty and Surety Underwrit- 
ers and the National Association of Cas- 
ualty and Surety Agents at White Sul- 
phur Springs. They have been endeav- 
oring to learn the basis upon which Mr. 
Henry based his assertion that automo- 


bile club members constitute “the best 


risks in their communities from an in- 
surance standpoint,” and hence should 
be accorded preferential rates for their 
liability indemnity. 

No Conclusive Statistics 


Company managers have no statistics 
indicating that automobile club mem- 
bers as a class are superior risks to non- 
club members and seriously doubt if 
such statistics are to be found anywhere. 
They point out, moreover, that the 
granting of differential rates to any 
class of motorists, by companies, would 
be a discrimination that would promptly 
bring them into conflict with the insur- 
ance departments of the country. 

Under a rule of the conference com- 
panies particular ratings are allowed in- 
dividual! assureds owning five or more 
pleasure cars and paying an annual 
premium of at least $1,000, credits being 
granted on penalties imposed according 
as the loss experience for 21 months 
warrants. That is the only permitted 
departure from the flat individual rate. 

It is a fair assumption, though by no 
means demonstrable, that 
club members as a rule are financially 
better off than are non-club members 
and presumably own and operate better 


automobile | 


| court, remarking that this was the first 
time this question had been presented 
| to it, 

Held, that the plaintiff could recover. 
rhe court said that the negligence of | 
the driver acting under the control and 
authority of the wife was the wife’s neg- 

i and the husband was respon- 
sible in damages for the injury if proxi- 





type of cars. Many employ chauffeurs 
and hence have expert drivers. On the 
other hand, club membersasaclass du 


1 
iigence, 


far more touring than the non-club mo-| mately caused thereby, under the im- 
torists and to that degree are subjected | plied agency of the wife, under the 
to greater accident frequency. The| “family use” doctrine. Held, further, 
question as to which type of assured is | that under the provisions of C. S. 2616, 
the greater liability risk might be argued | 2618, amended by Public Laws 1925, it 


either way from a purely speculative ; 
standpoint, but until loss statistics are 


compiled, and none have been made up 


for to drive 
his automobile more than 15 miles per 


was negligence per se one 


d th , ; ho-r in traversing an intersection of 
aie Caaee t cya the cree ty saat highways when the driver’s view was 
F. SW oO yarranted in show- | _, ‘ , 2 , 
een aoa 7 din “ obstructed for 100 feet therefrom, and 


ing partiality in the matter of rate mak- 
ing either to club members or non-mem- 
bers. It is true that some of the non- 
conference companies do take into ac- 
count the loss record of their assureds, 
granting a 5 percent rate reduction from 
the premium each year up to three years 
upon policies under which no claim has 
been made. The wisdom of following 
such procedure is being discussed among 
the companies in Great Britain. The 
plan has not been in operation here how- 
ever, for a sufficient length of time to | 
demonstrate its feasibility, and none of 


| damages mav be recovered for its viola- 

tion when the proximate cause of the 

injury and that the amendment of 1927, 

reducing the distance from 100 feet to 
50 feet had no retroactive or continuing 
effect. The court also stated that one 
driving an automobile upon a highway 
was not relieved of liability by the fact 
alone that a 77-year-old child ran before 
his automobile suddenlv and without 
previous indication, for the law required 
him to use due care, especially in regard 
to children, to avoid the injury between 
| the time he saw, or bv the exercise of 


the conference companies thus far has | proper care, he should have seen the 
shown any disposition to take it up. child, and the time of the injury. Goss 
vs. Williams, Supreme Court of North 


Carolina. 


LIABILITY OF HUSBAND 
FOR NEGLIGENCE OF WIFE 


International Reinsurance Report 


In the report submitted by President 


Husband and Wife. Liability of Hus- | Col VM Hemsen of the laberusioal 


band for Negligence of Wife in Driving 


1 z | Reinsurance of Los Angeles to its di- 
“Family Car.”—The defendant was the | rectors several davs ago, the gross 
owner of an automobile which he per- | assets of the corporation totalled $3,- 
mitted to be used for family purposes. | 900,000, a gain of over 30 percent in 
While in such use by his wife she per- | four months; while the gross writings 


another to drive it, and re- 
mained with such driver on the front 
seat. By the negligence of the one driv- 
| ing a child was struck and injured. The 


mitted | for the four months were $1,230,000. He 
| further advised that important connec- 
tions have been established for the 


International with the London market. 


| that 





CASUALTY 45 


SOME OFFICIALS FAVOR 
INSTALLMENT PLAN 


WOULD AUGMENT THE SALES 


Other Company Men Fear That the 
Extra Expense and Trouble 
Would Be a Handicap 


NEW YORK, Nov. 21.—While the 
action of the Travelers in resigning 
from the National Bureau of Casualty 
& Surety Underwriters is greatly to be 
deplored yet its advocacy of writing 
automobile insurance on the deferred 
payment plan seems to be regarded with 


favor in a number of quarters. Some 
ecfficials however claim that the added 
expense of collecting the money and 


putting it through the books will offset 
any advantages in its favor. It will 
call for far more entries than the pay- 
ment of one premium. 


Automobile Sales Augmented 


However, those who advocate this 
plan declare that the automobile busi- 
ness itself has been built up largely be- 
cause of the deferred payment plan. 
Great finance companies have been de- 
veloped to ‘take care of installment 
If, therefore, the automobile 
itself has been developed by 

the deferred payment plan, 
insurance officials say that there 
is an undeveloped field for writing in- 
surance if premium payers were given 
the opportunity of meeting their pay- 
ments in installments. 


notes. 
business 
means otf 


some 


Would Take Out Insurance 


Many do not take insurance because 
they have not the money to pay the 
premium at once. If they could pay 
for their insurance on the same plan 
they do their automobiles, they 
would buy liability insurance. The 
finance companies require fire and theft 
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insurance taken out and it is paid for 
virtually on the installment plan, the 
payments being included in those for 
the automobile itself. 


Extra Charge in Fire and Theft 


The finance companies in requiring 
fire and theft insurance make an extra 
charge in addition to the interest on the 
deferred notes. The question arises as 
to whether casualty companies would 
make additional charge other than the 
interest. Some company men declare 
that if a deferred payment plan is in- 
stalled many who are now paying their 
premiums annually will revert to the 
installment plan, therefore creating 
extra expense. 

In connection with experience rating 
the feeling is growing in some quarters 
that eventually some plan will have to 
be devised to take care of automobile 
owners who do not have accidents to 
any extent. Many drivers are exceed- 
ingly careful and seldom have a loss of 
any kind. Where some nonbureau com- 
panies have adopted an experience plan 
giving a reduction in the absence of 
claims and restoring the full premium 
when a claim above a certain amount 
is paid they have found it worked out 
successfully. The Travelers evidently 
desires to have some plan of rewarding 
the man who uses all his power to 
avert accidents. 


WESTERN BUREAU 
CAUSES A FIGHT 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 
being in the preferred group. The Na- 
tional Liberty plant in the central west 
was built up under the management of 
Col. E. G. Halle, who went out strong 
after the desirable risks. Therefore, the 
business in the central west has always 
been the envy of other companies. 

The Western Insurance Bureau exec- 
utive committee evidently felt it desir- 
able to prove that the organization had 
vitality and initiative. Therefore taking 
this action and excommunicating the 
National Liberty group, the Bureau 
companies’ field men went forth to drive 
their whilom associate out of the temple. 


Separator Was Employed 


Whether the Western Insurance Bu- 
reau believes in separation or not, it 
evidently was applying some sort of 
separation so far as the National Lib- 
erty companies were concerned. About 
every National Liberty agent in West- 
ern Insurance Bureau territory was 
visted by one or more Bureau special 
agents of competing companies. The 
field men were busy getting in touch 
with National Liberty agents, pointing 
out the fact that the company would 
soon be in the Western Union and the 
business would have to be transferred 
anyhow. Seemingly the Western Insur- 
ance Bureau got the jump on the Home 
in this instance. Before the deal was 
made public a circular letter had been 
compiled pointing out the advantages 
that National Liberty agents would en- 
joy with all the facilities of the Home. 


Office Telegrams Sent Out 


When the executive 
action telegrams were sent to all Na- 
tional Liberty agents from its head 
office advising them to stick by their 
colors and saying, “Some members of 
the executive committee of the Western 
Insurance Bureau have summarily and 
unwarrantedly undertaken to terminate 
the membership of C. H. Coates, our 
representative in the Bureau. Continue 


committee took 











FIDELITY & CASUALTY MANAGER TELLS OF 
LARGER PREMIUMS WITHIN AGENTS’ GRASP 








Tee. greatly increased business for | tion and plate glass, are now developing 
the 


average insurance man lies 

within his grasp is the summary of 

an interview with H. V. Upington, resi- 

dent manager of the Fidelity & Cas- 
ualty in Detroit. 


Mr. Upington, in stressing the advan- 


| tages of the insurance man in getting 


as you are with absolute assurance that | 


we will protect your business and in- 


terests.” The Bureau field men drew 
out their artillery ranging from big 
Berthas to sawed off shotguns and in 


some cases employed old fashioned pop 
guns. They trained their weapons 
against the National Liberty, Baltimore 
American and Peoples National agents. 
Seemingly the word being sent to Bu- 


reau members galvanized and electri- | 


fied the Bureau companies. Some of the 
members claim that nothing has hap- 
pened to solidify the Bureau so much 
since the separation days. They put on 





after post-election business, said: 

“Insurance agents throughout Mich- 
igan are being urged at the present time 
by their companies to solicit public of- 
ficials’ bonds. The reason is apparent, 
and with the election over, there is 
ample opportunity for increased busi- 
ress through this source. 

Must Be Reminded 


“As a result of these elections locally, 
hundreds of these bonds will have to be 
filed by county treasurers, sheriffs and 
other elected officials. Strange to say, 
the average local insurance agent sel- 
dom or never thinks of following up 
such opportunities until~he is so re- 
minded by his company. Michigan 
agents are getting exceptionally good 
service from various branch offices and 
general agencies, and where informa- 
tion as to rates or procedure is neces- 
sary, it can be quickly procured. 

“The result of this field service is par- 
ticularly apparent in the surety lines. 
Local agents who, some years ago, gave 
attention to nothing but fire insurance 
and occasionally workmen’s compensa- 


| burglary and 


premiums in many new fields; even such 
a complicated proposition as a banker’s 
blanket bond is known and worked on 
by agents in the smaller cities. It would 
be too much to say that the average 
local agent is an expert in these lines, 
but at least he is in touch with an ex- 
pert field man who will go after the 
business for him. 


Advantage of Blanket Bond 


“A large number of small and med- 
ium sized country banks have seen the 
advantages of the banker’s blanket bond 
as compared with the old-fashioned bank 
straight fidelity bonds. 
The recent increase in bank robbery 
rates will close up some of the differ- 
ence between bank burglary and bank- 
er’s blanket bond cost. The local agent 
who at least understands the funda- 
mentals of the banker’s blanket bond 
will be in position to approach his local 
banker with a proposition to substitute 
this bond for the existing burglary, rob- 
bery and fidelity lines. 

“It is in this manner that the progres- 
sive local agent keeps up with the times. 
If he does not, his competitor across the 
street will get the business. Probably 
the most helpful factor to the local agent 
is the splendid field service given by 
many of the casualty and surety com- 
panies to their local agents in the ac- 
tual soliciting and closing of business.” 








their fighting clothes and stalked forth 
in full armor. 


Version of a Bureau Officer 


An officer of the Western Insurance 
Bureau gives the following explanation: 
“Of course when the Home of New 
York purchased the National Liberty 
companies it realized that the only 


trouble it would encounter in its agency | 


Western 
National 


would be 
territory where 


arrangements 
Union 


in 


the 


Liberty was in the Western Insurance | 


Bureau and the Home in the Western | 


Union. Given a few months time and 
the Home could have worked wonders 
with the National Liberty agents. It 
could have gone to these agents, placed 
before them the financial status of the 
Home and its subsidiary companies, 


showed them that back of the Nationai | 


Liberty, Baltimore American and Peo- 
ples National were the Home and all 
its fleet. The Home has a sufficient 
number of satellites to replace any com- 
anies in Bureau agencies. Therefore, 
the natural course would have been for 
the Home to gradually worm the Bu- 
reau companies out of an agency and 
make it Union so that it could save the 
National Liberty’s business. The West- 


| three 


ern Insurance Bureau realized this fact. | 


Decisive Step Taken 
“The 


take a 


opportunity therefore came to 
decisive step and defeat the 
Home’s object which it did. Imme- 
diate action was necessary to preserve 
our organization. The Home took over 
the City of New York and New Bruns- 
wick which were Western Insurance 
Bureau companies and therefore knew 
just exactly what was confronting it. 
a was a very important element in 
the Home of New York’s program. So 
far as we can see the Bureau companies 
have frustrated the Home’s design to 
save the National Liberty business at 
least to a great extent.” 


Say Action Was Snap Judgment 


The National Liberty in its circular 
to agents said: “Our company expects 
to continue as a member of the Western 
Insurance Bureau and your status will 
be unchanged.” It seems hardly likely 
that the Home will be dormant and not 
make a fight for the National Liberty’s 
business. The Union companies regard 
the action of the Bureau as sort of snap 
judgment. 


The newspapers announced | 


that the officers of the Home would be 
elected officers of the National Liberty 
companies. The Western Insurance 
Bureau, therefore, took it for granted 
that this automatically lifted the Na- 
tional Liberty out of Bureau member- 
ship. It now seems that there has been 
no change in the official list of the 
National Liberty. The Home Fire Se- 
curity Corporation is the holding com- 
pany and has purchased the control of 
the National Liberty group. 


Created Non-Affiliated Companies 


Many Union members declare that 
this action on the part of the Bureau 
will tend to engender bad feeling in the 
field at a time when the two groups 
were moving along fairly harmoniously. 
In accepting the “resignation” of the 
National Liberty, the Western Insur- 
ance Bureau now seems to have created 
more  nonaffiliated companies 
which can if they desire make new com- 





mission arrangements with their local 
agents. Vice-President Coates was : 
member of the executive committee of 
the Western Insurance Bureau. There 
fore, the National Liberty people feel 
that no action should have been taken 
by the executive committee before allow- 
ing Mr. Coates to meet with the com- 
mittee, explain its status under the new 


financial control and state just what was 


being done. The Western Insuranc 
Bureau of course felt that its very life 
was at stake. President George U. 


Tompers and Vice-President Charles H. 
Coates of the National Liberty and Vice- 
President C. A. Ludlum and Secretary 
John A. Campbell of the Home were 
in Chicago last week and met the field 
men of the National Liberty companies. 


Plans were then executed for a sharp 
movement against all factors that would 
tend to disturb National Liberty con- 


nections. 
Will Fight to Save Agents 


The general feeling throughout West- 
ern Union territory is that the Home 
of New York will put up a brisk fight 
among National Liberty agencies. The 
Home has always been a fighter when 
the call to arms was issued. Some of 
the members of the Western Union feel 
that the National Liberty agents will 
not be stampeded and will give careful 
consideration to their future. The Na- 
tional Liberty management is very close 





to its agents and will have very strong 
influence. Any action that will tend to 
materially disturb agency relationships 
will naturally have the most earnest 
consideration on the part of an agent. 
There was no mistaking the fact that at 
the meeting of the field men of the 
National Liberty they were told to pro- 
tect the agents and hold them. 


Action of Field Clubs 


Some of the field clubs by action of 
their boards of directors or executive 
committees have eliminated National 
Liberty field men from their rolls. This 
was done without the formality of resig- 
nation, the field organizations following 
the precedent set by the Western Insur- 
ance Bureau when it declared that the 
purchase of the National Liberty by the 
Home automatically severed its connec- 
tion with the organization. In fact, all 
Bureau organizations that require ex- 
clusive Bureau membership are taking 
this action. 


GOVERNING COMMITTEE 
CHOOSES SECRETARY 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


D. C., being the insurance manager for 
Chesley & Chesley, a prominent real 
estate firm. He entered the war as a 
captain in the ordnance department and 
after he was discharged he took charge 
of the United States Veterans’ Bureau in 
the seventh district covering Ohio, In- 
diana and Kentucky with headquarters 
at Columbus. Mr. Chesley is assistant 
secretary of the Hail Insurance Asso- 
ciation and secretary of the Farm In- 
surance Association. He possesses a 
cordial personality which has made him 
many friends in the insurance business. 
Mr. Chesley has been very active in 
the Insurance Club of Chicago. 


MISS BROWN NEW INDIANA 
SUPREME COURT REPORTER 
Miss Genevieve Lrown, for the past 
years connected with the securities 
department of the Indiana insurance de- 
partment, was elected reporter of the 
Indiana supreme court at the recent 
election. She has had in charge the re- 
ceiving and care of the securities depos- 
ited with the insurance department by 
companies operating in the state. Be- 
cause of the state’s compulsory deposit 
law, which applies to the reserves of 
life insurance companies, many millions 
of securities have been in her custody 
and the efficiency with which she has 
performed her task has been the occa- 
sion of high commendation by company 
officials. Many friends are congratulat- 
ing her on her successful campaign for 
office of reporter for the supreme court. 


25 





Great Northern Casualty Moves 


The Casualty of Chi- 
cago has moved to larger quarters in 
the Insurance Center Building, 330 South 
Wells street. The company was formerly 
located at 20 West Jackson boulevard. 
B. H. Manning, who formerly was mana- 
ger of the accident and health depart- 
ment of the Continental Life of St. Louis, 
became vice-president and general mana- 
ger of the Great Northern Casualty in 
the spring of 1927. The company writes 
monthly pay health and accident. When 
Mr. Manning took charge the premium 
income was approximately $3,500 per 
month. He has expanded the agency 
force so that the present income per 
month is over $8,000. The company is 
operating in Illinois and Indiana with 
a very fine agency plant in Chicago and 
well established offices in Hammond, 
Gary, Indianapolis, Muncie and Evans- 
ville. 

Early in December the company will 
hold a one-day sales congress and 
house-warming which all of the agents 
will attend. The meeting will be an 
all-day affair with a dinner in the 
evening. 


Great Northern 


Will Have Ohio Special 


The Constitution Indemnity of Phila- 
delphia will appoint a special agent in 
Ohio. It has not yet made any appoint- 
ment, 
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READJUSTMENT TIME 
IN FIRE INSURANCE 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5) 


where an agency is unprofitable or a 
rate inadequate, Mr. Stafford said ex- 
aminers should decline to be interested. 
The classes that have been known to 
be profit producers in the particular 
section in which a company is writing 
are the ones to be sought. Rates, de- 
clared Mr. Stafford, will have to be 
increased on certain unprofitable risks 
or a2 number of companies will be 
obliged to abandon the writing of these 
classes. 
Commission Grabbing Agent 


“Beware of the commission grabbing 
type of agents,” said Mr. Stafford. “They 
are in many instances dealing with un- 
desirable brokers and solicitors so that 
they may advance their premiums and 
as a consequence advance their own 
commissions. These are the fellows who 
do not hesitate to write business with a 
pad moral hazard or where the assured 
or risk is somewhat off color.” The 
examiner can do much in cooperation 
with the field men and his superiors in 
cleaning house of undesirable agency 
connections. 

Undesirable Sections 


here are cities and towns that are 
more or less undesirable. Their citizens 
seer. to lack civic pride. They do not 
care as to the reputation of their com- 
munities from a loss standpoint so long 
as the companies keep on paying the 
toll. There should be a selection here, 
Mr. Stafford said. Volume does net 
mean profit. 

Mr. Stafford said that there should 
be the utmost cooperation between the 
examiners, the audit bureaus and stamp- 
ing offices. He said that the examiners 
should watch the amount of insurance 
to value. Even a risk written at the 
published rate but for a small percentage 
of the value should be avoided. 

Mr. Stafford paid his respect to the 
coinsurance clause, declaring that it pre- 
yents discrimination. The policyholder 
who tries to utilize a rate based upon 
complete coverage to insure only a part 
of hic total possible loss is paying only 
a portion of the amount required for 
his protection. The other policyholders 
are thus discriminated against. 


Martin Becomes Supervisor 


DETROIT. Nov. 21—A. M. Martin, for 
over two years with Johnson & Higgins 
of New York and prior to that in the 
engineering department of the Travelers, 
has been made regional supervisor of 
the Ocean Accident. 

T. J. Hendra, who has acted as sup- 
ervisor of both the Ocean and Columbia 
Casualty for more than five years, will 
now devote all of his time to the Co- 
lumbia, but will act in an advisory ca- 
pacity to Mr. Martin. 


Maryland Casualty St. Louis Meeting 


A district meeting of Maryland Cas- 
walty agents in eastern Missouri and 
southern and central Illinois will be held 
in St. Louis Dec. 6. About 100 out-of- 
town agents are expected to attend the 
gathering. Business sessions will be 
held in the morning and afternoon with 
a banquet at 6 p. m. and a theater party 
in the evening. Vice-presidents Richard 
H. Thompson and Ralph Proctor will be 
among the home office officials who will 
attend the meeting. 


Abolish Chairman of Board 


The directors of the Continental Cas- 
Ualty of Chicago have decided to abol- 
ish the position of chairman of the board, 
which was created for the late H. G. B. 
Alexander when he retired from the office 
as president. 


Kerr Goes to Philadelphia 


Julian W. Kerr of Oklahoma City, who 
has been in the local office of the Trav- 
elers, has been transferred to the Trav- 
elers branch office in Philadelphia as 
field assistant in the casualty department 
succeeding Charles T. Easterby, who be- 
Came assistant manager of the Philadel- 
Phia office of the Alliance Casualty. 












JOINT COMMITTEE 
TO DRAFT MEASURE 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37) 


pulsory automobile insurance was ac- 
complishing but little. While outside 
of Massachusetts no law of this nature 
has been passed, it is the opinion of 
many that the tide cannot be stemmed 
very much longer. If compulsory auto- 
mobile insurance measures are not de- 
sirable, then it is argued that those that 
are competent to judge should devise 
and recommend some substitute. 


Time for Forward Step 


The American Automobile Associa- 
tion delegation therefore contended that 
it was time that a forward step be 
taken and some other line developed 
composing compulsory insurance. <A 
subcommittee of three from the Amer- 
ican Automobile Association conference 
committee and three from the casualty 
committee was appointed to draft a 
measure to meet the needs and refer it 
back to the general committee. At the 
conference between the two interests 
there were many suggestions. Some 
favored the Pennsylvania license law 
and some the Connecticut plan. Some 
of the casualty men were found to be 
strong advocates of the so-called “Stone 
Plan,” one that has been recommended 
by E. C. Stone, United States man- 
ager of the Employers Liability, who 
kas given as much thought to the sub- 
ject of compulsory insurance as anyone 
else. 

Will Construct Composite Plan 


The feeling of the delegates seemed 
to be that no one of these plans was 
entirely satisfactory. The sentiment 
prevailed that some composite plan 
might be worked out using the best 
features of these and any others that 
were valuable. The joint subcommittee 
will meet shortly to draft a measure. 

This action is regarded by officers of 
the American Automobile Association 
as a forward step, a very constructive 
one, and it is hoped that when the 
committee gets through with its work 
and a model bill is drawn, it may solve 
the problem. 


Plan Annual Meeting 


DETROIT, Nov. 21—G. S. Hildebrandt, 
branch manager of the New York In- 
demnity and president of the Michigan 
Casualty & Field Club, has called a 
meeting of the executive committee of 
the latter organization for Nov. 21 to 
discuss plans for the annual meeting, 
which will be held Dec. 14. Plans are 
being made to make this meeting one of 
the most pretentious and entertaining 
in the history of the club. 





Stockwell With Alliance 


Charles W. Stockwell has been ap- 
pointed executive special agent of the 
Alliance Casualty, traveling out of the 
home office. He has resigned as assist- 
ant secretary of the Pennsylvania In- 
demnity, with which he has been asso- 
ciated since 1925. In recent months he 
has been in charge of the home office 
brokerage department. He was for 14 
years with the Philadelphia branch of 
the Aetna Life. 


Travelers Bank Increases Capital 


HARTFORD, Nov. 21—Travelers Bank 
& Trust Company directors have voted 
to recommend to the stockholders an in- 
crease in capital stock from $100,000 to 
$500,000. The Travelers Insurance Com- 
pany owns 930 of the 1,000 shares of 
capital outstanding. The remaining 70 
shares are held by directors of the bank 
as qualifying shares. 





Ajax Casualty Licensed 


The Ajax Casualty of Decatur, IIl., has 
been licensed as a mutual health and 
accident association. ° 





To Liquidate Moline Mutual 


The Moline Mutual Plate Glass of 
Moline, IIL, is to be liquidated as it was 
found it could not continue business 
profitably. 
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RENDERED FREELY AND 
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SERVICE THAT BUILDS GOOD 
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ILLINOIS MOTOR 
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J. L. PICKERING, President 
Policyholders’ Surplus Over $375,000.00. 


CASUALTY COMPANY | 




















Business-Builders 
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Fidelity and Surety Bonds, Automobile 


Elevator and General Liability, Accident 
Health, Burglary and Plate Glass Insurance 


Appreciate the co-operation of the 
Massachusetts Bonding 
& Insurance Company 


BOSTON T. J. FALVEY, President 
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INSPECTOR 
inspector with experience in all cas- 
lines including steam boiler. Apply 
Corp., A-1157 Insur- 
Exchange or telephone Harrison 9864. 


Wanted 
ualty 
-f Pennsylvania Surety 


ance 


















PAYROLL AUDITING 


Chicago and Adjacent Territory 
EXPERIENCED MEN 
RICHARDSON & KAZMER 

3834 N. Sawyer Ave. 
Wabash 6161—Keystone 







Phones: 3558 
















CHICAGO ARBITRATOR 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 39) 


order out of the chaos that has existed 
in the fidelity and surety business in 
the city will be accepted by the mana- 
gers. The issue will be squarely up to 
the executive officers and blame for the 
failure of a proposed plan, if it fail, will 
be theirs, not that of the Chicago repre- 
sentatives. 

That the acquisition cost program can 
be carried out effectively has been dem- 
onstrated by the experience in this city, 
where its operation is almost perfect, 
and is so admitted by all managers and 
agents. Here Arbitrator Stoddard was 
given free rein. Expert accountants 
went over the books of all agencies and 
branch offices and such rule violations 
as were detected were at once reported 
to Colonel Stoddard, who passed judg- 
ment thereon after the accused was 

| given a frank hearing. The decisions of 
| the arbitrator were upheld by the New 

York City committee, and no amount 
| of wheedling or wire pulling was suffi- 
| cient to effect their rescission. The re- 

sult is that agents and brokers appre- 
| ciating that the committee really meant 
business soon learned to obey the rules, 
to their own profit and that of their 
companies. 

That conditions are not altogether 
analogous in Chicago, because certain 
companies there operating are not 
amenable to discipline by the New 
York department, is appreciated, and 
yet it is felt that if the majority of the 
big companies are in earnest in their 
insistence that the payment of excess 
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PLANKINGTON BUILDING MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
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PERHAPS 


“Red tape” 


J. W. Scherr, President 


You think Income Insurance is hard to sell, or there is too much 
in Claim Settlements. 


WE CAN 


Remove these objections for you, if you will tell us your story. 
a very “Human” organization, with 25 Years’ experience in dealing with 
individual problems. Let’s talk over yours. 


INTER-OCEAN CASUALTY COMPANY 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Ours is 


W. G. Alpaugh, Secretary 
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STODDARD IS MADE paar gio. the naming of agencies be-| to cover selling cost from 15 to 10 per. 


yond rule limitations and other demor- 
alizing practices are prohibited, an ef- 
fective organization can be brought 
about, as it has been in New York. 
What applies to New York and Chi- 
cago, holds equally with respect to De- 
troit, Indianapolis, and certain other 
centers now sorely in need of drastic 
overhauling. 

Colonel Stoddard, while insurance 
superintendent of New York, was re- 
sponsible for the inauguration of the 

casualty acquisition cost program and 
is peculiarly well equipped to carry out 
the provisions of the same plan with 
respect to fidelity and surety lines. If 
properly supported there is no question 
about his ability to do so. 

Stoddard to Visit Chicago 


Colonel Stoddard plans to visit Chi- 


cago during the week of Dec. 3, when 
he will delve into the fidelity and surety 
situation, interviewing branch man- 
agers, agents and others, determined to 
get at the root of the present trouble 
in the business and thereby be able to 
recommend reformative measures. 
Meantime he is talking matters over 
with company executives in this city, 
getting the home office viewpoint. It’s 
a fair assumption that in the study he 


plans making in Chicago Colonel Stod- 

dard will have an absolutely free hand, 
for under no other conditions would 
he accept the arbitratorship. 


SAFFORD VICE-PRESIDENT 
OF AMERICAN LIABILITY 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37) 
Harry L. Conn. 
i committee of 
niissioners 
other 


He is on the execu- 
the Insurance Com- 
Convention and has several 
committee assignments. He has 
been offered a number of positions in 
the insurance business, but preferred to 
remain in Ohio where he hopes to build 
up a strong casualty and surety com- 
pany. He has a pleasing personality 
and a wide acquaintanceship which will 


tive 


count for much in building up the 
American Liability. 
Predict Doody a Successor 
Insurance men predict that his suc- 


cessor as superintendent of insurance 
will be William A. Doody, at present 
deputy superintendent. Mr. Doody is 
an attorney by training and comes from 
Jackson county. He has been deputy 
for two years, previous to which he 
practiced law for four years. He also 
served on the staff of the “Ohio State 
Journal” and is a trained newspaper 
man. He is 40 years of age and not 
married. 

If he is appointed he will serve until 
his successor is selected by the incoming 
Republican governor, Myers Y. Cooper, 
who takes office on Jan. 14. He will 
have to serve some time after that as 
the books of the department have to be 
audited, the securities in its possession 
checked up, etc. 

It is known that the position of di- 
rector of commerce, under whose juris- 
diction come the insurance commission’s 
and fire marshal’s offices, has been 
offered to Edward D. Schorr, chairman 
of the Hamilton county Republican 
committee. Mr. Schorr has not indi- 
cated whether he will accept. 


FILE MASSACHUSETTS 
AUTO RATES FOR 1929 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37) 


amounts actually paid for claims were 
lower than the amounts that had been 
estimated. I believe that the estimate 
of claims still to be paid will be pro- 
portionately high and I have, therefore, 
discounted the outstanding claims as 
reported by the companies. 

“The expense item in the rates which 
it was proposed to promulgate on Sept. 
1 included 15 percent selling commission. 
I do not believe this amount should be 
allowed for a selling cost where the 
purchase of insurance is compulsory. I 
have, therefore, reduced the percentage 








cent. 
Saves Motorists $1,800,000 


“The net effect — the rates of the 
reduction in the estimate of unpaid 
claims and of 5 caneags in the selling 
costs results in a reduction of 10 per. 
cent in the rates proposed to be promul. 
gated on Sept. 1, a saving to the motor 
car owners of Massachusetts of approx. 
imately $1,800,000. 

‘Although I found it 
make the reduction in 
rates, I am convinced 
pendent investigation 
the data, that the rates, 
panies have been 
1927 and 1928, 
adequate to 


” 


revenue, 


possible to 
the proposed 
from my inde- 
and analysis of 
which the com- 
obliged to use for 
are on the whole in- 
produce the necessary 


Examples of Increase 


Some idea of the change in rates may 
be gained from the fact that new rates 
in the greater Boston district for pri- 
vate passenger cars have been increased 
from $29 to $47 on higher priced 
cars and from $37 to $47 on medium 
priced cars and from $45 to $62 on low 
priced cars. On the other hand, in 
suburban territories, the old rates have 
experienced a reduction in a majority 
of the classes of from $2 to $5, on vari- 
ous classes of cars. 

The first three of the five rating ter- 
ritories in which the state has been di- 
vided radiate from Boston. The first 
consists of greater Boston, the second 
the environs, the third the neighboring 
territory including such cities as Salem, 
Wellesley and Swampscott. The re- 
maining two are for the balance of the 
state, the fifth being the rural districts. 
The rates for the five territories on the 
different classes of cars follow: 


Private Passenger Cars 


I II i), a. 
Coeee Ger. Wieccanae 47. 31. 25 21. 1 
Oe: ee re 47 31. 30. 23. 21 
i | 7 a ee 62. 38. 37. 35. 2% 
earn re so. Dt HH. OM 
Mot’cycles, 2-wheel 47. 31. 25. 21. 14 
Mot’cycles, ar. 7 &2 @ 3 we 


Commercial Cars 


Class 2, heavy..... 184. 184. 90. 90. 52. 
medium .169. 169. 82. 82. 47. 
| | ee 138. 138. 67. 67. 3 
Class 3, heavy..... 132. 132. 64. 64. 37, 
medium 98. 98. 48. 48. 27 
RF 74. 74. 36. 36. 21 
Class 4, heavy..... 93. 93. 45. 45. 26. 
medium .. 74. 74 36. 36. 21. 
IE cecce 50. 50. 24. 24. 14 
Farmers’ trucks .. 43. 43. 21. 21. 12. 
SEOMTOOS ccnccscese 47. 31. 30. 23. 21. 
Dock trucks ..... 5 5. 5 5. 5. 
Motorcycles, more 
than 2-wheel ... 47%. 31. 25. 31. 14 
WLLL CONFER WITH AGENTS 
NEW YORK, Nov. 21.—Representa- 


tive general and local agents together 
with brokers of Massachusetts have 
been invited to attend a meeting of the 
casualty acquisition cost conference to 
be held in this city Thursday. Then 
the automobile liability insurance rates 
proposed by Acting Commissioner A. 
E. Linnell for use in Massachusetts in 
1929 will be threshed out. An import- 
ant feature of the intended schedule is 
the reduction in agents’ commissions 
from 15 percent to 10 percent. It is 
this matter that will be taken up with 
the business producers. The agents 
have contended in the past that the 
commission allowed them was _ inade- 
quate to compensate for their work in 
writing the business and now that a re- 
duction of 5 percent is to be applied by 
Mr. Linnell their feelings in the matter 
may be imagined. 


Moore Given Underwriting Post 


R. N. Moore, who is known to hun- 
dreds in the middle west as “Dinty,” 
has been appointed to a post in the 
compensation and liability underwriting 
department in the Chicago office of the 
Employers Liability. For the last two 
years Mr. Moore has been traveling out 
of Chicago as a special agent of the 
Employers group and is widely known 
in the Illinois department territory of 
the companies. For about seven years 
previously to joining the Employers 
group he held a position in the under- 


writing department of the Ocean’s Chi- 
cago office. 
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Che Excess Insurance Company 
of America 


‘two JAMES GIBBS, President 
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y of FEDERAL SURETY CO. 12 Washington Place Newark, New Jersey 
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EMPLOYERS REINSURANCE 
CORPORATION 


E. G. TRIMBLE, President 
———- De 


CASUALTY REINSURANCE AND EXCESS 
EXCLUSIVELY 


————--s080-—__— 


Continuing the facilities we have provided for carriers needing reinsur- 
ance outlet, we have amended our name to align it more closely with our 
particular field of operations, without changing in any manner the status of 
our Company or the terms of its treaties entered into under the old name, 
Employers Indemnity Corporation. Our underwriting policies and executive 
personnel remain the same. 





Although additional capital was not required for underwriting purposes 
we have added $2,427,000 to our capital and surplus, enhancing the intrinsic 
value of our contracts by providing a considerably heavier background of 
resources. 


OFFICES 
HOME OFFICE—KANSAS CITY 
INSURANCE BUILDING 


CHICAGO NEW YORK 
166 WEST JACKSON 85 JOHN STREET 


CAPITAL $1,500,000 
SURPLUS --. 2,247,826 
ASSETS 6,423,743 














